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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 7, 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

April 7, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Mark van de Kamp, Management Analyst II 

SUBJECT: SANTA MARIA COMMUNITY TELEVISION PRODUCTION FEES 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City CounCil adopt a resolution approving production fees related to Santa 
Maria Community Television production activities serving local nonprofits. 

BACKGROUND: 

Santa Maria Community Television (SMCTV) is the local Public, Education and 
Government (PEG) public access television station. The City Council has previously 
appointed the three-member SMCTV Board of Directors, approved its bylaws and also 
authorized the Board to make amendments to the SMCTV Policies and Procedures, fee 
and charges, and other operational issues. 

SMCTV was formerly known as Television Access Partners (TAP TV) until mid-2006 
when the Cities of Lompoc and Santa Maria agreed to work cooperatively to manage 
and oversee their respective PEG operations and activities. Since then, the SMCTV 
Board has amended the Policies and Procedures several times. 

DISCUSSION: 

On January 22, 2009, the SMCTV Board of Directors approved a new user fee 
designed to reimburse staff's production costs associated with supporting local 
nonprofits with TV production needs. While these needs are anticipated to be limited 
and sporadic, each request will be considered on a case-by-case basis by the PEG 
Station Manager. Since SMCTV's only funding source is the annual PEG Grant from 
Comcast, staff and the SMCTV Board believe it is wise to explore supplemental funding 
options such as Production fees. Many PEG access centers are looking to supplement 
their single-source funding with similar fee-based productions that also contribute to 
their community building missions. 

The staff production fee is $45 per hour for a single PEG employee and $80 per hour for 
two PEG staff members. The only other SMCTV user fees are $25 for an annual 
membership; and fees of $25 to $50 for workshops. 
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Those non profits that do not have a production budget will still have access to free • 
production services using SMCTV members volunteering their services and staff 
members acting as trainers and production advisors. 

Staff anticipates infrequent usage of this service. 
organization has inquired about this service, and 
favorable compared to commercial rates in the area. 

Fiscal considerations: 

To-date, one outside non-profit 
considers the proposed fees as 

There is no financial impact to the General Fund. This limited income would 
supplement SMCTV's single funding source. Upon Council authorization, the 
production fees would be effective immediately. 

Impact to the Community: 
This should result in no disruption to PEG operations, and would add to PEG content. 
An appropriately administered PEG access and programming operation provides an 
excellent venue to allow residents of a community the ability to use the local cable 
television system to reach out and communicate with their fellow citizens on subjects of 
local interest, to highlight issues, activities and events. 

MARK VAN DE KAMP 
Management Analyst II • 
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RESOLUTION 2009-46 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, 

AUTHORIZING SANTA MARIA COMMUNITY TELEVISION PRODUCTION FEES 
IN SUPPORT OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION MEMBERS 

WHEREAS, Santa Maria Community Television (SMCTV) is the Public, 
Education and Government (PEG) public access television station with Comcast 
Channels 23 through 25; and 

WHEREAS, from time to time the City creates, updates or establishes fees for 
services for programs, and each of the SMCTV user fees has been reviewed and 
approved by the SMCTV Board of Directors; and 

WHEREAS, SMCTV provides most services at no cost to the public, but does 
charge user fees for membership, workshops and staff production for local nonprofit 
organizations to address the reasonable costs of services provided; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of Santa Maria, California, as follows: 

To authorize SMCTV production fees for local non-profit organizations, at 
the rate of $45 per hour for a single staff member and $80 per hour for two 
staff members. 

Mayor 

ATIEST: 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

~? 
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT 
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