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April 7, 2009 

TO: 

FROM: 

City Council 

City Manager 

FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 7, 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

Prepared by: Director of Administrative Services 

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION TO DENY MODIFICATIONS TO AN 
ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE FOR LOS TRES AMIGOS HERRERA 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution denying modifications to the existing 
entertainment license for Los Tres Amigos Herrera. 

BACKGROUND: 

Eleuterio and Norma Herrera, owners of Los Tres Amigos Herrera, (1127 W. Main St., 
Suites G & H) submitted an entertainment license application to modify their existing 
entertainment license. Modification to entertainment licenses may not be issued until 
approved by the City Council at a regular, adjourned or special meeting and an 
application may not be considered by the City Council unless accompanied by reports 
from the Police Chief, Fire Chief and Director of Community Development. Such 
reports set forth the recommendations for approval or denial of the application, together 
with all conditions of approval recommended to protect public health, welfare and 
safety. The entertainment license application was routed to the Police, Fire and 
Community Development Departments for a recommendation to deny or approve 
modifications. 

DISCUSSION: 

On April 17, 2007, at a regular meeting of the City Council, an application for an 
entertainment license was approved for Los Tres Amigos Herrera. The approved 
entertainment license permits entertainment only in the form of televised sporting 
events, Sunday through Saturday between the hours of 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. The 
current entertainment license is renewed annually on April 30th 

On August 19, 2008, at a regular meeting of the City Council, an application to modify 
the existing entertainment license to add disc-jockey services and dancing on Saturday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. was denied based on a recommendation from the Police 
Department. The Herrera's did not attend nor speak at the August 19, 2008 Council 
meeting when this item was considered by the Council as an action item. A neighboring 
business attended the meeting to oppose the entertainment license. 

Attached is an excerpt (Attachment A) from the minutes of the August 19, 2008 City 
Council meeting where the request for a modification to the Herrera's entertainment 
license was denied by the Council on a 5-0 vote. 
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Four months after the Council denied an application for an amendment to the Herrera's 
entertainment license; the owners of Los Tres Amigos Herrera resubmitted an 
application to modify their current entertainment license to add disc-jockey services and 
dancing on Saturday from 9:00 p.m. to 1 :00 a.m. The application is nearly identical 
(hours are slightly different) to the one denied by the Council just four months earlier. 
There is nothing included in the more recent application (Attachment 8) compelling the 
Council to reverse its earlier decision to deny the application. 

The Police, Fire, and Community Development Departments reviewed this application. 
Attachment 8 includes a recommendation from the Police Department to deny the 
request to modify the existing entertainment license. Police Department statistics show 
that Los Tres Amigos Herrera had 28 calls for service during the period July 1 through 
December 31, 2008. The majority of the calls for service occurred on Saturday nights or 
Sunday mornings. The Herrera's believe the problems in the area are stemming from 
alcohol sales from neighboring businesses. Four police reports for public intoxication 
and drug-related arrests all indicate the suspects were inside Los Tres Amigos Herrera 
when the crimes occurred. It is the Police Department's opinion that calls for service 
would increase if the entertainment license was expanded to allow disc-jockey music 
and dancing. 

The Fire Department requires compliance with certain fire codes (Attachment D). The 
Community Development Department requires compliance with certain building codes 
(Attachment E). 

• 

If the City Council's action is to deny modifications to the existing entertainment license, • 
denial of the application does not change the currently licensed form and hours of 
entertainment for Los Tres Amigos Herrera. 

Attached to this staff report is a report, dated January 9, 2009, (Attachment F) 
previously provided to the Council, prepared by the Administrative Services Department 
and Police Department. This report provides information and statistics for calls-for
service for the 19 businesses in the City with entertainment licenses. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
None. 

Impact to the Community: 
The recommendation that City Council deny the application to modify the form of 
entertainment at Los Tres Amigos Herrera protects the public heath, welfare, and safety 

Q;;="9P 
LYNDA SNODGRASS 
Director of Administrative Services 

Attachments: A) Excerpt from City Council Meeting dated August 19, 2008 
B) Entertainment License Application 
C) Police Department memorandum, dated 1/19/09 
D) Fire Department memorandum, dated 2/16/09 
E) Community Development memorandum, dated 1/21/09, revised 2/24/09 
F) Council Notes dated January 9, 2009 
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• Excerpt from the Minutes 
City Council Meeting August 19, 2008 

ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE 
Director of Administrative Services Snodgrass gave the staff report. Elevterio and 
Norma Herrera, owners of Los Tres Amigos Herrera, located at 1127 W. Main Street, 
Suites G & H, submitted an entertainment license application to modify their existing 
entertainment license to add disc-jockey services and dancing on Saturday from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 a.m. They currently have an entertainment license which allows televised 
sporting events, Sunday through Saturday between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 
a.m. After review of the application by the Police, Fire and Community Development 
Departments, staff is recommending the modification to the entertainment license be 
denied. Under the ownership of the Herrera's, certain calls for service have decreased; 
however, calls for service including fighting, public intoxication, robbery, car-jacking, and 
prostitution continue to be reported by neighboring businesses. The Police Chief 
considers the calls for service high, especially considering that the business does not 
currently provide entertainment in the form of disc-jockey music and dancing. Police 
Department statistics show that Los Tres Amigos Herrera ranked number three in calls 
for service within the City. It is the Police Department's opinion that calls for service 
would increase if the entertainment license was expanded to allow disc-jockey music 
and dancing. 

• Corporal Best stated Los Tres Amigos has traditionally had a high number of calls for 
service including drug sales, public intoxication, fights, assaults, prostitution, underage 
drinking, and noise complaints. During the last 18 months of the previous owners' 
operation, they had an Entertainment License for sporting events seven days a week, 
and music and dancing on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. Since the Herrera's 
bought the business in 2007, the calls for service have dropped about 50 percent; 
however, they only have an Entertainment License for televised sporting events. 
Employees of the other businesses in the area reported that public intoxication, 
prostitution, and underage drinking were still occurring frequently. It was the Police 
Department's opinion that expanding the Entertainment License to allow music and 
dancing would only increase the calls for service and complaints from neighboring 
businesses. 

• 

Councilmember Zacarias asked if the Mariscos Ensenada was actually having live 
music and dancing as their Entertainment License allowed. 

Louroles Luna, Mariscos Ensenada Restaurant, stated they had Mariachi's once in a 
while. 

Councilmember Zacarias said she wanted to make sure that the calls for service were 
not from other businesses in the area as well. 

ATTACHMENT A 



Maricruz Luna stated she worked at the restaurant and usually worked Saturday nights . 
With the previous Entertainment License at Los Tres Amigos, there were a lot of fights 
and a lot of drunk people outside in the parking lot. Their customers did not feel safe 
coming to the restaurant, especially on Saturday nights, because there were drunk men, 
prostitution, and drugs. They want to promote a nice area where people could come 
and not worry. 

Joanna Luna stated she also worked in the shopping center at the ice cream shop. She 
did not feel safe knowing there were drunk men in that shopping center that come from 
Los Tres Amigos. People who come to the ice cream shop don't want to see men 
urinating in the parking lot. She asked the City to help clean up that business. 

Lourdes Luna stated she did not work at her mother's restaurant, but she went there all 
the time to eat. Recently she witnessed prostitution going on when she was with her 
children. This happened during regular evening hours. If the Entertainment License 
was extended, she felt they would have even more crime. People were afraid to eat at 
their restaurant because they didn't feel safe. 

Josh Luna stated he just moved to the Santa Maria area. His fiance closes the 
restaurant every Saturday, and he went there every Saturday to walk her to her car to 
make sure she was safe. He has seen prostitution, people with guns, and drug deals. 
Getting the license would just enable more crime. He didn't think it would be good for 
the community. 

Mayor Lavagnino stated he agreed. He could not go against the Police Department's 
recommendation. He could not support the Entertainment License application. 

Councilmember Trujillo commented that he was surprised the owners were not present 
to state their case. It was difficult for him to go against the recommendation of the 
Police Department. 

Councilmember Patino stated she would not support the modification. She said what 
really bothered her was that people did not feel safe when doing business or working in 
the community. She asked Police Chief Macagni to get the area cleaned up. 

Councilmember Zacarias asked why the City was considering any type of entertainment 
license for this business. She asked if denying the modification would still allow some 
type of entertainment to take place. If so, was there a way to do a review of the current 
license in the future. 

City Attorney Gill explained that the Entertainment License ordinance did provide for 
revocation of a license for a number of reasons. However, that was not before the 
Council at this time. At any time, staff could bring to the Council a revocation of the 
existing license if the violations were increasing. Since the calls for service had 
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decreased under the new owners, he felt a trial period was probably warranted. He • 
recommended that two additional findings be added to the resolution if the Council was 
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inclined to deny the modifications to the license: 1) the City Council finds that Los Tres 
Amigos is located in a high crime area; and 2) the City Council further finds that the 
operation of the Los Tres Amigos Herrera business has been a nuisance to the 
surrounding properties; and, if modified, would result in increased nuisance activities to 
the surrounding properties. 

Councilmember Orach stated this was a concerning situation. He suggested that some 
intensified and/or undercover activity, as well as sting operations, related to underage 
drinking by the Police Department was warranted. 

Councilmember Patino stated she was sure there were other businesses in the City 
where there were similar complaints and asked for a report to be brought to the Council 
in the future to allow revocation of licenses when they were a magnet for criminal 
activity. 

Councilmember Zacarias stated she wanted to make sure that there was a reduction in 
illegal activity, not just a reduction in calls for service. The decrease in calls for service 
might be because people felt intimidated or because fewer people were going to the 
area because of the crime. 

Resolution No. 2008-129 as amended to include the two additional findings was 
adopted denying modifications to the existing entertainment license on motion by 
Councilmember Zacarias, seconded by Councilmember Patino, and carried on the 
following roll-call vote: 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

Councilmembers Orach, Patino, Trujillo, Zacarias, and Mayor Lavagnino 
None 
None 
None 

Resolution No. 2008-129 adopted. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, DENYING APPROVAL OF MODIFYING THE 
EXISTING ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE FOR LOS TRES AMIGOS HERRERA 
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City of Santa Maria 
Entertainment License Application 

Date ,1:1- /6- 0 B 
Name of Business cia,5 2> om;C/O J Ht:Z7rcY/4' . 

N a me of Owne r:_---'£b-t--J1-f-'-'Ji'--+--"-e:....+-C,'--/ 'J.."o'----rP"-------'-M-"'--"'O'--'-I..LW!...L..>=ut--t'_-LH.--L.I!:.t?:.'-'JU' LP"------!!.----"f.,-<?=----------.. 

Business Address: /Id-: 7 uJ ,1I1Jli (7 S -f 0 1 H J' M. CC-1 
Business Phone:_~a-;;- bo 7; 

I 0' CX) c(, () [j[]AM 
Normal Business Hours: l/ ' ;; DPM to 

Contact Phone: ex 6 C;! 77 & 0 
. ~M C), h6 r7d-. /0 . 

.2 00 DPM ( 11 \C) C4J 0; C/dd 3 a OC+ 
Has this type of request been made previously? y e J, If yes, this application will 
replace a ny previous applications, 

Provide a detailed description of the type of entertainment to be provided and the days 
and hours of the day the entertainment will be conducted, 

EllJAM. ~ --T J. d 
Sun I DOCDPM toLDPM U u V;.s-<2~ ~O.l---l;/7g e(/fllJJ~ 

DAM DAM /A 
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I 
[lIfAM i'!IAM ---r /) I. 

T ues II' 3'J DPM tOLDPM __ u:---'--f{-"----"-i/.L/J=---~_"____=_(/i_'___1 __ S"rf?~C'----) '_',-I J_'I?'----~ ___ / _ ____"'_(/_U=______-p-'----I-'---l_"____I----'S'----' , 

'0 ~AM IBlAM ---r /". - / ' / -
Wed II:? DPM to;} DPM f((lfIlISC-a' ,Sj20,(i//!t) Ou(Y) I.J -

, ' • t li:!AM ~AM ----r L . [/,~/ l' / ! 
Thurslj--> DPMtO~DPM 1(/(11.//; rr:]/{ S;}()'/711lt-) (/00/ J, 

I 

Fri 10 QO ~~ tO~L~;~ 1 (/11 IJ Ij C tf :;; /J C)/ 1//7 tj (7 (; -fI ) /] 
~AM ~AM 1r7kl/ikd Syor//dc:J (lV"'-/1r-J q/74 

Sat: /Ii OUDPM to,LDP~Q I ol7d O/IfJC//i:/)~ q- pKt 70 / 1-\1-.1 

Describe the exact location where any portion of the entertainment will be conducted on 
the premises of the business (i.e, stage, dance floor, patio, indoor, or outdoor) and 
attach a "FLOOR PLAN": 

W;/ / beat II;; Su/k) 

A NEW PERMIT IS REQUIRED IF THE LICENSED ACTIVITY IS INTENSIFIED OR ENLARGED. 

Applicant: ;1/! wl tJ H ce /?c Clj 
PRINT NAMEITITLE 

II f'1 Ii/ / C'r --------------------SIGNATURE 

SMMC 4,7 ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESSES 
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City of Santa Marla, California 
Police Department 

Memo 
To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Denise Womack 

Danny R. Macagni, Chief of Police 
Prepared by Cpl. Stephen Best 

Entertainment License application for Los Tres Amigos Herrera 

01-19-09 

The Santa Maria Police Department has reviewed the Entertainment License for 
Los Tres Amigos Herrera dated 12-18-08. The application was to continue their 
Televised Sporting Events seven days a week until 2:00 A.M. and to expand the 
entertainment to allow D.J. Music and dancing on Saturday nights from 9:00 P.M. 
until 1 A.M. 

In August of 2008, the City Council denied a similar Entertainment License 
request based upon the Police Department's recommendations citing the number 
and type of calls for service generated by the business. 

A review of calls for service from July 1,2008 to December 31, 2008 showed 28 
calls for service including eight fight calls, three disturbance calls and five 
intoxicated subject calls. The majority of the calls for service occurred on 
Saturday nights or Sunday mornings. 

During a meeting with Eleuterio and Norma Herrera on 01-15-09, Cpl. Best 
learned Los Tres Amigos Herrera has been employing two uniformed security 
guards on Saturday nights and having doormen and waitresses check 
identificaitons. The Herrera's believe the problems in the area are stemming 
from alcohol sales from neighboring businesses. Four police reports for public 
intoxication and drug related arrests all indicate the suspects were inside Los 
Tres Amigos Herrera when the crimes occurred. 

It is in my opinion that calls for service would only increase if the type of 
entertainment at the business were expanded to allow D.J. music and dancing. 

At this time I am recommending the denying of the Entertainment License to Los 
Tres Amigos Herrera. 

ATTACHM=NT C 



SANTA MARIA FIRE DEPARTMENT 
ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE APPLICATION 

APPLICATION DATE: 12/18/08 

BUSINESS NAME: Los Tres Amigos 

BUSINESS ADDRESS: 1127 W. Main St. 

BUSINESS PHONE: (805) 922-6077 

OWNER: Eleuterio & Norma Herrera I PHONE: (805) 264-7760 

HOURS OF OPERATION: 7 days a week from 10:00am to 2:00am 

The following Fire Department conditions apply to this application: 

1. The occupant load as determined by the Building Official shall be posted. 
2. The posted occupant load shall not be exceeded. 
3. All exiting shall meet the requirements of the California Building and Fire Codes. 
4. All exits shall be maintained operational and unobstructed at all times while the building is 

occupied. 
5. No candles, bUrners or other open-flame devices shall be permitted. 

• 

6. All electrical connections shall comply with the Building Code. The use of extension cords 
or multi-plug adapters is not permitted. • 

7. A minimum of one - 2A 10BC rated fire extinguisher shall be provided in the facility 
8. All decorative materials shall be made of flame-retardant materials or be flame retardant 
._ .. __ . treated. 
9. The Fire Department shall be permitted to inspect the occupancy at any time upon request. 

Fire Inspector: Shane Gidlund 02/16/09 

ACTING FOR FIRE CHIEF FRANK ORTIZ DATE 

S;gned original on file in the Santa Maria Fire Administration Office. 314 W. Cook St. #8. 

C:\Temporary Internet Files\Los Ires Amigos 2009.doc ATlACHMENT I) 
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MEMORANDUM 

January 21, 2009 

TO: Denise Womack 

FROM: Peggy Woods, Acting Director, Community Development Departmem 

SUBJECT: ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE APPLICATION FOR LOS TRES AMIGOS 
HERRERA 

A request for an entertainment license has been filed by Elevterio and Norma Herrera to 
permit entertainment at Los Tres Amigos Herrera, a sports bar located at 1271 West 
Main Street, Suites G & H. 

The request is to permit televised sporting events from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. (16 
hours per day) on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays and 11 :30 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. (14-1/2 
hours per day) on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. In addition to 
televised sporting events, the applicants request to have dancing with music by a disc 
jockey (DJ) on Saturdays from 9:00 p.m. to 1 :00 a.m. It is noted that on October 19, 
1994, entertainment and dancing were approved as part of a Conditional Use Permit (U-
94-18) by the Planning Commission. 

The subject sports bar is located at the northwest corner of a neighborhood shopping 
center bounded by Blosser Road on the west, West Main Street on the south, Russell 
Avenue on the east and a parking lot and discount market to the north. 

The shopping center is surrounded on three sides by streets with high traffic volume. 
Further to the west and north are light industrial uses. Because of surrounding land 
uses and high traffic volume and an absence of residences in proximity to the site, noise 
is not considered a significant issue. No rear exit is located along the north side of the 
building. An exit is provided to the west adjacent to Blosser Road. This will aid in 
reducing the likelihood of noise emanating from the site. 

Emergency exits are adequate for the requested use subject to compliance with all 
conditions including, making certain the occupant load is not exceeded. 

Staff recommends approval of Los Tres Amigos Herrera for an entertainment license 
subject to compliance with the following conditions: 

1. All entertainment shall be conducted indoors. 

2. All required exit doors shall not be locked during business hours. 

3. During periods of entertainment, exterior doors shall remain closed to lessen 
the escape of sound, but shall not be locked. An exception is made for main 
entry doors that shall be closed unless staff/patrons enter or exit. 

4. All City of Santa Maria Police Department and Fire Department conditions of 
approval shall be adhered to. 

5. All adopted City of Santa Maria building codes shall be adhered to. 

6. Exit corridors and doors shall not be blocked, to allow unimpeded exiting. 

7. Restaurant shall, at all times, comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). 

8. At no time shall the posted maximum occupant load of any room be exceeded. 

""T f'ACH',IENT F 
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COUNCIL NOTES 

January 9, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared By: Director of Administrative Services 

SUBJECT: ENTERTAINMENT LICENSES CALLS-FOR-SERVICE 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council receive and file this information on the calls-for-service for 
businesses with entertainment licenses. 

BACKGROUND: 

At the August 19, 2008 City Council meeting, residents of the community testified against 
the issuance of an entertainment license to a local bar. The City Council requested 
information on the methodology for revoking an entertainment license when businesses 
become magnets for criminal activity. Council Member Patino asked that a report be 
prepared on the calls-for-service for businesses holding entertainment licenses, in order 
to identify any problem areas. 

The Administrative Services and the Police Departments worked together on producing 
this report. The Administrative Services Department generated a listing of businesses 
with entertainment licenses; the Police Department compiled statistics on the 
calls-for-service; the statistics were separated into categories and examined in depth; and 
conclusions and limitations were discussed in a report by a Police Crime Analyst. 

A list of businesses with entertainment licenses in Santa Maria was generated and 
categorized. As of July 30, 2008, there are 19 businesses, ranging from bars to hotels 
that are licensed for entertainment. Due to the inherent differences among many of these 
establishment types, the 19 establishments were separated into five different categories 
in accordance with the primary service provided. The five categories are: "bars," 
"entertainment," "hotels," restaurants," and "other." 

The term "calls-for-service," refers to any call made to police dispatch regarding incidents 
at selected locations. Calls-for-service does not necessarily refer to the number of 
incidents occurring at a location, as multiple calls may be made in reference to one 
incident. For instance, the statistics may show that seven calls-for-service were made for 
"battery," and the number of calls for a "battery report" was also seven. The total calls-for
service is reported as 14; however, it is highly likely that there were only seven incidents 
of battery with a report made on each incident. In addition, the data only reports calls-for-

ATTACHMENT F 



service of the business address; it does not account for calls-far-service that occur in • 
close proximity to the location. Therefore, care must be taken when interpreting the 
number of calls-far-service. 

Similarly, and important to entertainment licenses, is the definition of "entertainment" at 
these establishments, how often the entertainment is presented, and the size of crowds 
attracted to the entertainment. Research suggests that bar crowds that are entertained 
are less hostile, thereby suggesting that displays of aggression are not directly linked to 
musical genre. 

DISCUSSION: 

The following comparison of the calls-for-service by business type shows that most calls 
are related to bar activity, while "entertainment locales" establishments offering such 
activities as bowling, simulated combat, and pool games are a distant second. The 
"other" category is difficult to analyze as 96 percent of these calls are related to one 
entertainment license, the Santa Maria Fairpark that hosts a wide variety of events and 
activities. Generally, hotels and restaurants generate the fewest calls and the least 
serious types of calls-far-services. 

Comparison of Calls-Far-Service by Business Type 
Businesses in category 4 3 2 8 2 
Categories Bars Entert. Hotels Rest. Other 
Calls-far-service: 
Fights 56 18 7 6 8 
Drunk in public 24 2 3 4 4 
Battery & report 24 5 2 1 7 
Verbal disturbance 17 9 4 7 4 
Loud music & disturbing noise 22 3 9 3 21 
Other 31 13 6 6 8 

Total 174 50 31 27 52 

Average calls-far-service 
per establishment 44 17 16 3 26 

Business Types: 
Bars: 
Bars generally have the highest number of calls-far-service, with fights and public 
intoxication the primary cause of these calls. Given the inherent nature of the business of 
a bar, the complex reasons for excessive amounts of alcohol being consumed, and the 
affects of over consumption of alcohol, it is not surprising that fights, public intoxication, 
and battery generate the highest number of calls-far-service. 

• 
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Entertainment Locales: 
The "entertainment locale" category is made up of a bowling alley, a simulated combat 
facility, and a pool and cushion business. It is interesting to note that the one 
establishment that does not serve alcoholic beverages, also did not have any calls-for
service. The calls-for-service by the two other "entertainment locales" in this category, are 
predominantly driven by assaults and verbal disturbances. A two year comparison of 
calls-for-service, presented later in this report, shows a marked reduction in incidents in 
this category during the current year. 

Hotels: 
Fights, disturbing noise and loud music are the primary reason for calls-for-service in this 
category. 

Restaurants: 
Verbal disturbances and fights, though small in comparison with bar activity, are primarily 
responsible for calls-for-service. 

Other: 
The activities conducted by the two businesses in the "Other" category are exceedingly 
dissimilar. One business is a motorcycle dealer that holds occasional gatherings while 
the other is the Santa Maria Fairpark. The patrons, the type of environment, and the 
entertainment at the Santa Maria Fairpark varies widely from event to event, thereby 
making it exceedingly difficult to draw any comparison between the individual events and 
even more difficult to draw conclusions between the two businesses. 

Comparisons by Year: 
The statistics compiled by the Police Department covered the period from January 1, 
2007 to August 25, 2008; one complete calendar year and 80 percent of a second year. 
To determine if calls-for-service are increasing or decreasing, the figures for a partial year 
were annualized (i.e. projected for the remainder of the fiscal year). The calculation 
below shows that calls-for-service during the current year are decreasing in every 
category except the "Other" category. It would appear, from this trend, that any problems 
associated with entertainment licenses are contained. 

As previously explained, the main business in the "Other" category has a wide variety of 
activities, patrons, and entertainment. Because the business activity is not consistent or 
predicable, the projection below may be overstated. However, current year calls-for
service already exceeds the prior year, so this business warrants close scrutiny. 

Business 
Bars 
Entertainment 
Hotels 
Restaurants 
Other 
Total 

Comparison by Fiscal Year 
Total 80% of Annualized 
2007 2008 2008 

110 68 85 
31 19 24 
18 13 16 
15 12 15 
19 33 41 

-~1 9.;.o3:C.. 145 1 81 



By all accounts, it appears that the bars, entertainment, hotels, and restaurants have 
contained or reduced the calls-for-service during the last calendar year. The activity in 
the "Other" category is more difficult to understand and predict without a more complex 
study of the type of activities held at the facility and the calls-for -services. 

Revocation of License: 
The Santa Maria Municipal Code establishes criteria and procedures for the revocation 
of an entertainment license. Basically, the Director of Administrative Services can deny 
or revoke an entertainment license for: 

(1) Unlawful activity 
(2) Making a false statement on the entertainment license application 
(3) The business operation is a nuisance to the surrounding properties 
(4) The business is engaging in misleading advertising 
(5) The entertainment involves obscene or live conduct 
(6) Engaging in illegal activity 

The Municipal Code requires the Director of Administrative Services to conduct a 
hearing to determine if a violation occurred; to supply a written notice of that hearing; to 
supply written notification of the outcome of that hearing; and to provide an opportunity 
to appeal any decision. 

• 

Impact to the Community • 
It is difficult to determine if the issuance of entertainment licenses increases or decreases 
calls-for-service. For instance, activity in bars produces the most calls-for-service than 
any other category. However, it is difficult to determine if the calls-for-service increases or 
decreases when music, karaoke, or other forms of entertainment is introduced into the 
facility. The statistical analysis by the Police Department is a good starting point for 
further study and comparisons. 

9~~9~~ 
LYNDA SNODGRASS 
Director of Administrative Services 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2009-48 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA 
MARIA, CALIFORNIA, DENYING MODIFICATIONS TO THE 

EXISTING ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE FOR LOS TRES AMIGOS 
HERRERA 

WHEREAS, Eleuterio and Norma Herrera, owners of Los Tres Amigos Herrera, 
submitted an entertainment license application to modify their existing entertainment 
license; and 

WHEREAS, the application has been reviewed by the Police, Fire, Community 
Development and Administrative Services Departments; and 

WHEREAS, during the period July 1 through December 31,2008, there were 28 
calls for service to the Police Department from Los Tres Amigos Herrera, including eight 
fight calls, three disturbance calls and five intoxicated subject calls. The majority of the 
calls for service occurred on Saturday nights or Sunday mornings; and 

WHEREAS, modifying the current license to include disc-jockey and dancing at 
Los Tres Amigos Herrera could result in an increase of calls to the Police Department 
for service; and 

WHEREAS, Santa Maria Municipal Code §4-7.204(c) provides that an 
application for an entertainment license may be denied where the operation of the 
establishment will be a nuisance to the surrounding properties; and 

WHEREAS, On March 18, 2009, a letter was mailed to Eleuterio and Norma 
Herrera, notifying them that the City Council would consider their application for a 
modification to their entertainment license on April 7, 2009, and that City staff would 
recommend denial of the license; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of Santa Maria, California, as follows: 

1. The application of Eleuterio and Norma Herrera to modify their current 
entertainment license by providing disc-jockey and dancing 
entertainment at 1127 West Main Street is hereby denied; and 

2. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to give notice of this 
determination to Eleuterio and Norma Herrera by mailing a copy of this 
resolution to 1127 West Main Street, Suite G & H, Santa Maria. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of • 
Santa Maria, California, held this 7th day of April, 2009. 

Mayor 

ATIEST: 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT 
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