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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 21,2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

April 21, 2009 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

City Council 

Alexander Posada, Director of Recreation and Parks I~.. !o/'1f?z / 
Prepared by: Chris Economon, Recreation Technician/ 

PROCLAMATION OF APRIL 19-25 AS "WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD" 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council proclaim April 19th - 25th as 'Week of the Young Child" in Santa Maria to 
bring attention to the residents of the City of Santa Maria and surrounding areas of the need for 
increased quality, availability of affordable early care, and education for all our children. 

BACKGROUND 

The month of April is annually designated the "Month of the Young Child" by the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). Along with other local organizations, 
NAEYC provides informational displays and activities during the month of April to focus attention 
on local child care needs and the accomplishments of our community toward the goal of 
increasing the availability, quality, and accessibility of child care in the Santa Maria Valley. 

DISCUSSION 

Recognizing the needs and accomplishments of early childhood education and child care, 
professionals will encourage community participation in providing support, funding, and direction 
to continue identifying and improving the needs of our young children. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
There are no fiscal impacts to proclaiming April 19-25 as "Week of the Young Child." 

Impact to the Community: 
This promotes the accomplishments and the needs of young children in our community and 
provides positive recognition of child care providers and community-based organizations that 
care for and help educate children in the Santa Maria Valley. It also recognizes the efforts of 
local child care programs that have successfully completed the accreditation process. 
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City of Santa ~ria 

Santa ~ria, Cafifomia 

9?rocfamation 
WHEREAS, local organizations, in partnership with the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children arc celebrating the "Week of the Young Child," April 19 to 
April 25, 2009; and 

WHEREAS, in 2002, the City of Santa Maria began the Families for the First Decade 
Project that aims to improve the quality of life for children and families; and 

WHEREAS, by bringing attention to the need for quality, affordable, and available 
early care and education for all young children and families in the Santa Maria Valley, these 
groups strive to improve the quality and availability of such services; and 

WHEREAS, recognizing the work of early care and education professionals will 
bring appreciation for their work; and 

WHEREAS, the individual teachers and care providers who perform this valuable 
work primarily determine the quality of services; and 

WHEREAS, quality early care and education services provide the basis for a sound 
beginning for solid growth and development of children; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria, 
do herehy proclaim the week of April 19-25, 2009 as 

"WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD" 

in the City of Santa Maria and urge all citizens to recognize the valuable 
contrihutions of early childhood teachers and care givers, and to continue to actively 
support the need for more and improved child care within our community, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of 
the City of Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 21" day of April, 2009, 

Larty Lavagnino 


