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FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF AUGUST 4, 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

August 4, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Tim Ness, City Manager 
Prepared by: Danny R. Macagni, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: OFFICE OF TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANT AL 1001 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the appropriation of $319,410 to be 
allocated to the Santa Maria Police Department under the provisions of the Office of 
Traffic Safety (O.T.S.) Driving Under the Influence (D.U.I.) Enforcement and Awareness 
Program Grant AL 1001, in concert with the terms and conditions contained therein. 

BACKGROUND: 

In February 2009, the Police Department submitted a competitive grant application for 
$319,410 to continue the previously implemented Comprehensive Traffic Safety 
Program. Funding under this grant includes overtime, fringe benefits, travel, training, 
and equipment. The main goals of the program will be to conduct Driving Under the 
InfluencelDrivers License (D.U.I/D.L.) checkpoints, D.U.I. roving patrols, and for one 
officer to receive standardized field sobriety test training. 

Officers will concentrate on repeat D.U.I. offenders and those who are on probation and 
have had their license suspended or revoked. Officers will target repeat violators by 
conducting court stings and watching the offenders getting behind the wheel after court. 
Traffic Officers will also target speed violators directly associated with hit-and-run 
collisions and red light violators on our City streets. This will greatly reduce the danger 
to our motoring public as well as to pedestrian travel. These strategies are designed to 
earn media attention thus enhancing the overall deterrent effect. 

In 2007, according to the California Office of Traffic Safety, the City of Santa Maria 
ranked first out of 106 cities for fatal and injury hit-and-run collisions, and first out of 106 
cities for alcohol involved traffic collisions within its population category. 

DISCUSSION: 

The Police Department is ending a one-year O.T.S. Grant (AL0979) that was awarded 
in October 2008. This grant paid for overtime and fringe benefits for specialized D.U.I. 
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enforcement, D.U.I/D.L. checkpoints, and court stings. This grant has allowed the 
Police Department to conduct enforcement that could not have been fiscally affordable 
without the grant. 

The new O.T.S. Grant will allow the Police Department to continue to supplement its 
enforcement efforts in critical traffic areas in our City and target traffic factors that lead 
to fatal and injury cOllisions. This grant period is October 1, 2009 - September 30, 
2010. 

Fiscal Considerations 
Grant funding is for overtime, fringe benefits, travel, and training. There are no 
matching funds required. 

Impact to the Community 
Our City experienced a high number of fatal collisions in 2005. Sixty three percent of 
these fatal collisions involved alcoholic beverages. In addition to fatalities, other 
concerns of residents of Santa Maria are traffic speed, O.U.I. drivers, 
suspended/unlicensed drivers (which are directly responsible for the hit-and-run 
collisions) and traffic congestion. Since the implementation of the O.U.I. Enforcement 
Program, our City has seen some improvement. However, as previously stated, our 
City continues to rank first in two major categories. With this funding, additional 
enforcement directed at making Santa Maria a safer community will have a positive 
impact on our community. This grant will provide funding for Traffic Officers to continue 
in their enforcement efforts to combat the traffic issues within our City. • 

L----O-ANNYR. A~ 
Chief of Police 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2009-114 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, APPROPRIATING FUNDING UNDER 

THE CALIFORNIA OFFICE OF TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANT PROGRAM #AL 1001 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria desires to provide additional traffic safety 
services for City residents; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria has determined that it is in the public 
interest to seek and apply for supplemental funding sources for the purposes of public 
safety; and 

WHEREAS, the Santa Maria Police Department has received authorization for 
grant funding in the amount of $319,410 from the Office of Traffic Safety to participate 
in the D.U.I. Enforcement and Awareness Program; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of Santa Maria, California, as follows: 

That the Director of Administrative Services is hereby authorized and 
directed to increase General Fund estimated revenues and 
appropriations in accordance with the terms of the Office of Traffic Safety 
Grant #AL 1001. 

That the Police Chief is hereby authorized to expend funds allocated to 
the Santa Maria Police Department pursuant to the Office of Traffic Safety 
D.U.I. Enforcement and Awareness Program. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Santa Maria, held this 4th day of August, 2009. 

Mayor 

ATTEST: AP~ROV~ S •. 
// // ~ 

BY ~ 
CITYEY 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 
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