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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF AUGUST 4. 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
August 4, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Tim Ness, City Manager 
Prepared by: Alexander Posada, Director of Re eat ion and Parks 

SUBJECT: LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICTS' ASSESSMENTS 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council adopt four resolutions confirming the assessment rates for the four Landscape 
Maintenance Districts and their associated Special Benefit Zones for Fiscal Year 2009-10. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this item is to confirm the assessment rates presented to the public and City Council at 
the June 2, 2009 City Council meeting for the City's four Landscape Maintenance Districts. The 
assessments comply with the laws that govern Landscape and Lighting Districts under the California 
Streets and Highways Code and the 1972 Landscape and Lighting Act. By City Council policy, any 
new residential or commercial development that occurs within the City of Santa Maria is conditioned to 
be annexed into a Landscape Maintenance District, and if necessary, a Special Benefit Zone. Per the 
Streets and Highway Code, a municipality is authorized with the "duty of superintending, directing, 
planting, maintaining, removing and otherwise caring for the parks, trees, shrubs and vegetation" as it 
pertains to a specific residential or commercial project directly associated with its corresponding 
Landscape Maintenance District or Special Benefit Zone. 

The assessment amounts for Special Benefit Zones (SBZ) are based on the amount of square footage 
of public easement landscaping that is proposed for the project, and the intensity or amount of 
landscaping, with consideration to future increases in maintenance, utility costs, and renovation of 
landscaping and hardscape. 

In 2009-10, it is projected that there will be 8,179 dwelling units and 461 commercial properties within 
the four Districts. This is an increase of 79 residential dwelling units and 36 commercial units from last 
fiscal year. The number of assessed parcels in the 18 Special Benefit Zones has remained the same. 
These Special Benefit Zones and the revenue projections for each were detailed in the Engineer's 
Report approved by City Council on June 2, 2009. As noted in that report, all of the Special Benefit 
Zone's associated costs have come in below the allowable assessment rate. The District maps 
showing the boundaries for each of the Districts and Special Benefit Zones were also included with the 
Engineer's Report on June 2, 2009. 

Adoption of the four resolutions confirming the landscape assessments will allow the charges to be 
placed on the upcoming 2009-10 property tax bills. 

DISCUSSION 

State Law requires that the City Council hold a public hearing annually on the subject of Landscape 
Maintenance District Assessments. Where the City proposes no changes to an existing formula, the 
City Council complies with due process by holding a public hearing and adopting resolutions completing 
the assessment proceedings. 

Since 2004, all residential properties and commercial properties have been assessed the same amount 
within their respective Landscape Maintenance Districts. It has been the City's practice to increase 
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annual assessments by the CPI. However, we are NOT proposing a CPI increase this year due to the 
state of the current economy The proposed assessments for 2009-10 will be the same as those 
charged in 2008-09. Staff feels sufficient revenue will be generated to meet the 2009-10 operating, 
renovation, and reserve costs. The assessments noted for the Special Benefit Zones were determined 
by calculations of actual and/or estimated costs to provide landscape services, and these assessment -
levels cannot be exceeded. In most Special Benefit Zones, the actual assessment collected will be ., 
lower than the amount shown in the Engineer's Report. Staff has kept costs to a minimum, working 
closely with our local contractors at all levels to ensure the best quality of service at the lowest possible 
price. This helps to keep assessment levels low. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
Based on the approved Engineer's Report, the four Districts and the eighteen Special Benefit Zones, 
generate sufficient revenue to cover their portion of operating expenses. The City's General Fund 
provides a proportionate share within the Districts, as indicated in the Engineer's Report, to cover the 
remaining expenses. 

Impact to the Community: 
Public landscaping is a signature of the quality of life in the City of Santa Maria. Appealingly 
landscaped streets, medians, roundabouts, right-of-ways, and parks provide aesthetically pleasing 
routes to and from neighborhoods. Over the last fiscal year, over 14 landscape renovation projects 
were undertaken along Broadway, Bradley, Blosser, Main Street, Grant, Seaward, "A" Street, and many 
more. The City of Santa Maria's Landscape Maintenance Districts provide for perpetual care of public 
landscaped areas, ensuring the assets of surrounding property owners are not negatively impacted. 

A~ 
Director of Recreation and Parks • 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2009 - 118 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, 

CONFIRMING THE DIAGRAM AND ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 
SOUTH MILLER STREET/SOUTH COLLEGE DRIVE 

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT 
DISTRICT NO. DS-6 

WHEREAS, the City Council has initiated proceedings for the levy of a Landscaping 
Maintenance District pursuant to the terms and provisions of the Landscaping and Lighting Act 
of 1972, Section 22000, and following subsections of the Streets and Highways Code of the 
State of California, in a District known and designated as 

CITY OF SANTA MARIA 
SOUTH MILLER STREET/SOUTH COLLEGE DRIVE 

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. DS-6 

(Hereinafter referred to as "District"); and 

WHEREAS, per the Streets and Highway Code, a municipality is authorized with the 
"duty of superintending, directing, planting, maintaining, removing and otherwise caring for the 
parks, trees, shrubs and vegetation" as it pertains to a specific residential or commercial project 
directly associated with its corresponding Landscape Maintenance District or Special Benefit 
Zone, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has ordered the preparation of an Engineer's Report and 
the City Engineer has prepared and filed with the City Council, an Engineer's Report, pursuant 
to law, for its consideration. Subsequently, on June 2, 2009, the City Council received and 
considered a revised Engineer's Report, which provided information and calculations 
demonstrating that the proposed assessments on parcels specially benefited by the work of the 
District, will not exceed the reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit conferred on each 
of the parcels; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council did adopt its Resolution of Intention to levy the 
assessments, and to approve and order filed, the revised Engineer's Report for the above
designated District, and further, did proceed to give notice of the time and place for a Public 
Hearing on all matters relating to said proposed assessment for Fiscal Year 2009-10; and 

WHEREAS, the notice has been published in the manner required by law; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Hearing was duly held in the manner provided by law, all persons 
were afforded the opportunity to speak and be heard, and the City Council has considered all 
public input and all written protests submitted and not withdrawn; and 

WHEREAS, at this time, the City Council determined that no majority protest exists with 
regard to the proposed assessments; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Santa Maria, California, as follows: 

1. That the above recitals are all true. 
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2. 

3. 

That upon the conclusion of the Public Hearing, written protests filed and not 
withdrawn, did not represent property owners owning more than fifty percent 
(50%) of the area of assessable lands within the District, and all protests are 
hereby overruled and denied. 

That the diagram and assessment as set forth and contained in said report are 
hereby confirmed and adopted by this City Council. 

4 That the revised Engineer's Report is hereby adopted and ordered filed with the 
City Clerk's Office. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Santa 
Maria held this 4th day of August, 2009. 

Mayor 

ATTEST APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

BY~ 
Chief Deputy City Clerk CONTENTS-;G 

BY: ---:;-~.-?-~Y 
DEPARMNT HEAD 

BY ~ 
CiANAGER 

Atty Rev. 2001 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2009 -119 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, 

CONFIRMING THE DIAGRAM AND ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 
NORTHWEST LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT 

DISTRICT NO. DS-9 

WHEREAS, the City Council has initiated proceedings for the levy of a Landscaping 
Maintenance District pursuant to the terms and provisions of the Landscaping and Lighting Act 
of 1972. Section 22000, and following subsections of the Streets and Highways Code of the 
State of California, in a District known and designated as 

CITY OF SANTA MARIA 
NORTHWEST LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

NO. DS-9 

(Hereinafter referred to as "District"): and 

WHEREAS, per the Streets and Highway Code, a municipality is authorized with the 
"duty of superintending, directing, planting. maintaining. removing and otherwise caring for the 
parks, trees, shrubs and vegetation" as it pertains to a specific residential or commercial project 
directly associated with its corresponding Landscape Maintenance District or Special Benefit 
Zone; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has ordered the preparation of an Engineer's Report and 
the City Engineer has prepared and filed with the City Council, an Engineer's Report, pursuant 
to law, for its consideration. Subsequently. on June 2, 2009, the City Council received and 
considered a revised Engineer's Report. which provided information and calculations 
demonstrating that the proposed assessments on parcels specially benefited by the work of the 
District, will not exceed the reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit conferred on each 
of the parcels; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council did adopt its Resolution of Intention to levy the 
assessments, and to approve and order filed, the revised Engineer's Report for the above
designated District, and further, did proceed to give notice of the time and place for a Public 
Hearing on all matters relating to said proposed assessment for Fiscal Year 2009-10; and 

WHEREAS, the notice has been published in the manner required by law; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Hearing was duly held in the manner provided by law, all persons 
were afforded the opportunity to speak and be heard, and the City Council has considered all 
public input and all written protests submitted and not withdrawn; and 

WHEREAS, at this time, the City Council determined that no majority protest exists with 
regard to the proposed assessments; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Santa Maria, California as follows 

1. That the above recitals are all true . 

2. That upon the conclusion of the Public Hearing, written protests filed and not 
withdrawn. did not represent property owners owning more than fifty percent 
(50%) of the area of assessable lands within the District, and all protests are 
hereby overruled and denied. 
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3 That the diagram and assessment as set forth and contained In said report are 
hereby confirmed and adopted by this City Council 

4. That the revised Engineer's Report is hereby adopted and ordered filed with the 
City Clerk's Office. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Santa 
Maria held this 4th day of August, 2009. 

Mayor 

APPRO~~j FORM . 

BY LclfWjooN€-
\ 

AITEST 

Chief Deputy City Clerk CONTENTS0 .<P 

BY /~ 
D E T HEAD 

Atty Rev 2001 • 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2009 - 120 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, 

CONFIRMING THE DIAGRAM AND ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 
NORTHEAST LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT 

DISTRICT NO. DS-10 

WHEREAS, the City Council has Initiated proceedings for the levy of a Landscaping 
Maintenance District pursuant to the terms and provisions of the Landscaping and Lighting Act 
of 1972, Section 22000. and following subsections of the Streets and Highways Code of the 
State of California, in a District known and designated as 

CITY OF SANTA MARIA 
NORTHEAST LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

NO. DS-10 

(Hereinafter referred to as "District"). and 

WHEREAS, per the Streets and Highway Code, a municipality is authorized with the 
"duty of superintending, directing, planting, maintaining, removing and otherwise caring for the 
parks, trees, shrubs and vegetation" as it pertains to a specific residential or commercial project 
directly associated with its corresponding Landscape Maintenance District or Special Benefit 
Zone; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has ordered the preparation of an Engineer's Report and 
the City Engineer has prepared and filed with the City Council, an Engineer's Report, pursuant 
to law, for its consideration Subsequently, on June 2, 2009, the City Council received and 
considered a revised Engineer's Report. which provided information and calculations 
demonstrating that the proposed assessments on parcels specially benefited by the work of the 
District, will not exceed the reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit conferred on each 
of the parcels; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council did adopt its Resolution of Intention to levy the 
assessments, and to approve and order filed, the revised Engineer's Report for the above
deSignated District, and further, did proceed to give notice of the time and place for a Public 
Hearing on all matters relating to said proposed assessment for Fiscal Year 2009-10; and 

WHEREAS, the notice has been published in the manner required by law; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Hearing was duly held in the manner provided by law, all persons 
were afforded the opportunity to speak and be heard, and the City Council has considered all 
public input and all written protests submitted and not withdrawn; and 

WHEREAS, at this time, the City Council determined that no majority protest exists with 
regard to the proposed assessments; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Santa Maria, California, as follows 

1. That the above recitals are all true. 

2. That upon the conclusion of the Public Hearing, written protests filed and not 
Withdrawn, did not represent property owners owning more than fifty percent 
(50%) of the area of assessable lands within the District, and all protests are 
hereby overruled and denied. 
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3. That the diagram and assessment as set forth and contained In said report are 
hereby confirmed and adopted by this City Council. 

4. That the revised Engineer's Report is hereby adopted and ordered filed with the 
City Clerk's Office. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Santa 
Maria held this 4th day of August, 2009. 

Mayor 

ATTEST: M: 

BY: +d~"=:::;::;::7,':=;EY ;: 

Chief Oeputy City Clerk '<--L~ 
_______ /,·.r~ 

BY: >' 
-O--cE±-:-=":"M"=E::-N::::T:-:-H-::E=-7AO 

CONTE 

BY: ~ cf-rUNAGER 

Atty Rev. 2001 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2009 - 121 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, 

CONFIRMING THE DIAGRAM AND ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 
SOUTHWEST LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT 

DISTRICT NO. DS-11 

WHEREAS, the City Council has initiated proceedings for the levy of a Landscaping 
Maintenance District pursuant to the terms and provisions of the Landscaping and Lighting Act 
of 1972, Section 22000, and following subsections of the Streets and Highways Code of the 
State of California, in a District known and designated as 

CITY OF SANTA MARIA 
SOUTHWEST LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

NO. DS-11 

(Hereinafter referred to as "District"); and 

WHEREAS, per the Streets and Highway Code, a municipality is authorized with the 
"duty of superintending, directing, planting, maintaining, removing and otherwise caring for the 
parks, trees, shrubs and vegetation" as it pertains to a specific residential or commercial project 
directly associated with its corresponding Landscape Maintenance District or Special Benefit 
Zone; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has ordered the preparation of an Engineer's Report and 
the City Engineer has prepared and filed with the City Council, an Engineer's Report, pursuant 
to law, for its consideration. Subsequently, on June 2, 2009, the City Council received and 
considered a revised Engineer's Report, which provided information and calculations 
demonstrating that the proposed assessments on parcels specially benefited by the work of the 
District, will not exceed the reasonable cost of the proportional special benefit conferred on each 
of the parcels; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council did adopt its Resolution of Intention to levy the 
assessments and to approve and order filed, the revised Engineer's Report for the above
designated District, and further, did proceed to give notice of the time and place for a Public 
Hearing on all matters relating to said proposed assessment for Fiscal Year 2009-10; and 

WHEREAS, the notice has been published in the manner required by law; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Hearing was duly held in the manner provided by law, all persons 
were afforded the opportunity to speak and be heard, and the City Council has considered all 
public input and all written protests submitted and not withdrawn; and 

WHEREAS, at this time, the City Council determined that no majority protest exists with 
regard to the proposed assessments; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Santa Maria, California, as follows: 

1. That the above recitals are all true. 

2. That upon the conclusion of the Public Hearing, written protests filed and not 
withdrawn, did not represent property owners owning more than fifty percent 
(50%) of the area of assessable lands within the District, and all protests are 
hereby overruled and denied. 

6-i 



3 That the diagram and assessment as set forth and contained In said report are 
hereby confirmed and adopted by this City CouncIl. 

4. That the revised Engineer's Report IS hereby adopted and ordered filed with the 
City Clerk's Office. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Santa 
Maria held this 4th day of August, 2009. 

Mayor 

ATTEST 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 

Atty Rev 2001 
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