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RESOLUTION NO. 2009-174 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, DIRECTING THE FILING OF 
A NEGATIVE DECLARATION, E-2009-034, FOR THE 2009 

DRAFT HOUSING ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN, 
GP-2009-001 

The City Council of the City of Santa Maria finds as follows: 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria initiated an amendment to the Housing 
Element of the General Plan, in accordance with Article 10.6 of the State Government 
Code; and 

WHEREAS, the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 
(CEQA), Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et. seq., as amended, requires the 
evaluation of environmental impacts; and 

WHEREAS, an Initial Environmental Study and Negative Declaration E-2009-034 
was prepared for the 2009 Draft Housing Element of the General Plan and the required 
notices were published and the Negative Declaration was circulated for public review 
and sent to every responsible agency with jurisdiction over the project and placed in a 
public location; and 

WHEREAS, the Initial Environmental Study identified no potentially significant 
effects on the environment; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Santa Maria held a duly 
noticed public hearing on November 4, 2009, for the purpose of receiving evidence and 
considering Initial Environmental Study and Negative Declaration, E-2009-034; and 

WHEREAS, after considering all evidence, the Planning Commission, in 
Resolution No. 2553, did recommend to the City Council approval of the Negative 
Declaration for the Housing Element 2009 update of the General Plan, E-2009-034; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Santa Maria held a regularly 
scheduled public hearing on December 1, 2009, for the purpose of considering approval 
of the Negative Declaration; and 

WHEREAS, notices of said public hearing were made at the time and manner 
required by law; and 

WHEREAS, at the completion of said public hearing, the City Council duly 
considered all evidence presented at said hearing; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Santa Maria has reviewed and 
considered the Initial Environmental Study and Negative Declaration E-2009-034; and 
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WHEREAS, there is no substantial evidence in the record supporting a fair 
argument that the project as described in the Initial Study and Negative Dec!aration E-

.,. 

2009-034, will have a significant effect on the environment; and • 

WHEREAS, the Initial Environmental Study and Negative Declaration E-2009-
034 reflects the City Council's independent judgment; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Santa 
Maria, that: 

SECTION 1. 

SECTION 2. 

SECTION 3. 

The above findings are true. 

Negative Declaration E-2009-034, as shown on Exhibit A, 
attached and incorporated herein by reference, is 
approved. 

The records of these proceedings are located in the 
Planning Division of the City of Santa Maria, 110 South 
Pine Street, Santa Maria, Califomia 93458. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Santa Maria held this 151 day of December, 2009, by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINED: 

ATIEST 

City Clerk 

Exhibit A Initial Environmental Study! 
Negative Declaration 

Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

/J 

CO~ 
BY~£ 
BY~ iANAGER 
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City Of Santa Maria 
Environmental Checklist/Initial Study 
For the 2009 Housing Element Update Project 
GP-2009-001, E-2009-034 

Project TItle 
City of Santa Maria 2009 Housing Element Update 

Lead Agency Name and Address 
City of Santa Maria 
Community Development Department 
110 South Pine Street, #101 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 

Contact Person/Preparer of the Initial Study 
Brian R. Smith, AICP 
(805) 925-0951, ext 244 

Project Location 
Incorporated City of Santa Maria 

Project Sponsor's Name and Address 
City of Santa Maria 
Community Development Department 
110 South Pine Street, #101 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 

General Plan Designation 
Various 

Zoning DeSignation 
N/A 

Brief Description of Project 
The City of Santa Maria proposes to amend (update) the present Housing Element of 
the City's General Plan. in accordance with Section 65588 of the California Government 
Code. The present Housing Element was adopted by the City Council in December 
2006. The Housing Element applies to areas within the incorporated City of Santa 
Maria, and sets forth the City's policy regarding the development, maintenance, and 
improvement of housing for all economic segments of the incorporated area. 

The proposed 2009 Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element 
and other elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. 

EXHIBIT "A" 
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In reviewing the environmental analysis contained in this Initial Study, it should be 
recognized that the Housing Element is a policy document and does not convey 
entitlements for construction, and site specific review of potential development projects 
is not within the purview of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be 
reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions 
or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: 
The City of Santa Maria is located in the central coast area of Califomia in the northern 
portion of Santa Barbara County, roughly 250 miles south of San Francisco and 170 
miles north of Los Angeles. The City lies within the Santa Maria River Valley in a fertile 
plain, surrounded by rolling hills on three sides and the Pacific Ocean to the west. 
Historically, the river flooded the valley floor, depositing rich alluvial soils and making the 
valley one of the most productive agricultural areas in the state. The State Department of 
Finance estimated Santa Maria's population at 92,542 as of January, 2009. 

10. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval is Required: 
California Department of Housing and Community Development 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
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1. AESTHETICS 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a 
scenic vista? 

b. Substantially damage scenic 
resources, including, but not limited to, 
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic 
highway? 

c. Substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of the site 
and its surroundings? 

d. Create a new source of substantial 
light or glare which would adversely 
affect day or nighttime views in the 
area? 

Discussion: 

Less than Less Than No 
significant Significant Impact 

with Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

X 

X 

X 

X 

a. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview 
of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures 
will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts to 
scenic vistas. 

b. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Future project sites may be identified by the City as a scenic resource, however 
site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures 
will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts to 
scenic resources. 

c. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Future development would be required to be consistent with adopted General 
Plan policies that reduce degradation of visual resources. SpecifiC development 
proposals will be reviewed for impacts to visual character and quality of the site and 
surroundings when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA, and project 



2009 Housing Element Update - ( !009-001, E-2009-034 
Environmental Checklist 
September 30, 2009 
Page 4 

revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen 
potential environmental impacts. 

d. Future development would be required to be consistent with adopted plans, codes and 
policies regarding light or glare. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when 
they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation 
measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential light and glare 
impacts. 

• 

• 

• 
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2. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES 

In detemnining whether impacts to agricultural Potentially 
resources are significant environmental effects, Significant 
lead agencies may refer to the Califomia Impact 
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site 
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the 
Califomia Dept. of Conservation as an optional 
model to use in assessing impacts on 
agriculture and tamnland. 

Would the project: 
a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique 

Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the 
maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program of the California Resources 
Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

b. Conflict with existing zoning tor 
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act 
contract? 

c. Involve other changes in the existing 
environment which, due to their 
location or nature, could result in 
conversion of Famnland, to non-
agricultural use? 

Discussion: 

Less than Less Than No 
significant with Significant Impact 

Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

X 

X 

X 

a. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures 
will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts to 
farmland. 

b. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for conflicts with existing zoning for 
agricultural use and/or Williamson Act contracts when they are submitted per the 
requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required 
where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

c. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. All of the dwelling units to be constructed in accordance with the 
Housing Element are consistent with approved zoning and/or previously approved 
Specific Plans. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their potential to 
convert farmland to non-agricultural use when they are submitted per the requirements 
of CEQA. Project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to 
avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 
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3 AIR QUALITY 

Where available, the significance criteria 
established by the applicable air quality 
management or air pollution control district may Potentially 
be relied upon to make the following Significant 
determinations. Impact 

Would the project: 
8. Conflict with or obstruct implementation 

ofthe applicable air quality plan? 

b. Violate any air quality standard or 
contribute substantially to an existing or 
projected air quality violation? 

c. Result in a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal or 
state ambient air quality standard 
(including releasing emissions which 
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? 

d. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations? 

e. Create objectionable odors affecting a 
substantial number of people? 

Discussion: 

Less than 
significant with Less Than No 

Mitigation Significant Impact 
Incorporated Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

a. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the objectives of the Resource Management 
Element related to air quality, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. Based on the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District's (APCD) 
guidelines, projects are considered consistent with the Clean Air Plan (CAP) if they 
incorporate appropriate CAP Transportation Control Measures (TCM) and any 
applicable stationary source control measures, and are consistent with APCD rules and 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. Therefore the Housing Element update would not generate a 
significant increase in vehicle trips and would not Significantly increase associated 
vehicle emissions and would therefore be consistent with the Air Pollution Control 
District's Clean Air Plan (CAP) emissions inventory, which estimates basin-wide 
emissions based on existing and planned land uses. Specific development proposals 

• 

• 

will be reviewed for their potential to conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA. 
Project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or 
lessen potential environmental impacts. 



• 

• 
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b. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview 
of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for air quality 
impacts and for their potential to conflict with the Air Pollution Control District's Clean Air 
Plan (CAP) when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project 
revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen 
potential environmental impacts. 

c. Santa Barbara County is in attainment for all standards except the state ozone 
standards, and the state standard for PM10. Site specific review of any potential 
development projects is not within the purview of this Initial Study. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed for their contribution of criteria pollutants when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA. Project revisions or mitigation measures will 
be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

d. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their potential to 
expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA. Project revisions or mitigation measures will 
be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

e. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their potential to conflict with, or 
obstruct implementation of, the Air Pollution Control District's Clean Air Plan (CAP) 
when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA. Project revisions or mitigation 
measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential odor impacts, 
but since this Element promotes residential development, negligible odor impacts are 
expected. 
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4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Wou I d the project: 

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, 
either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species identified 
as a candidate, sensitive, or special 
status species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and 
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 

b. Have a substantial adverse effect on 
any riparian habitat or other sensitive 
natural community identified in local or 
regional plans, policies, and 
regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service? 

c. Have a substantial adverse effect on 
federally protected wetlands as defined 
by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through 
direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 

d. I ntertere substantially with the 
movement of any native resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or with 
established native resident or migratory 
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites? 

e. Conflict with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree preservation 
policy or ordinance? 

f. Conflict with the provisions of an 
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, 
Natural Community Conservation Plan, 
or other approved local, regional, or 
state habitat conservation plan? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
•• 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

• 
No Impact 

x 
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Discussion: 
a. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 

elements of the General Plan, including the objectives of the Resources Management 
Element related to biological resources (See Figure RME - 3 Biological Resources), as 
well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other regulations. The 2009 Housing Element 
reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or 
amount of new development planned for the incorporated area. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed for potential impacts to candidate, sensitive, or special status 
species when they are submitted per the requirements of CEOA and project revisions or 
mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 

b. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Resources Management Element (See 
Figure RME - 3 Biological Resources), as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for potential impact to 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities when they are submitted per the 
requirements of CEOA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required 
where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

c. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Resources Management Element (See 
Figure RME - 3 Biological Resources), as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the 
purview of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their 
potential to impact federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions 
or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 

d. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their potential to 
impact native resident or migratory wildlife, established migratory corridors, and native 
wildlife nursery sites when they are submitted per the requirements of CEOA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or 
lessen potential environmental impacts. 

e. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for conformance with plans, codes and 
policies regarding biological resources when they are submitted per the requirements of 
CEQA. The City's Municipal Code Section 12-44.04 (n) Specific Landscape Design 
Standards, regulates tree preservation and removal within the City. Project revisions or 
mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 
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f. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. There are no adopted Habitat Conservation Plans, Natural Community 
Conservation Plans, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plans in effect for the project area. 

• 

• 

• 



2009 Housing Element Update ~P-2009-001, E-2009-034 
Environmental Checklist 
September 30, 2009 
Page 11 

5. CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

a. Cause a substantial adverse change in 
the significance of a historical resource 
as defined in §15064.5? 

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in 
the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to §15064.5? 

c. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or 
unique geologic feature? 

d. Disturb any human remains, including 
those interred outside of formal 
cemeteries? 

Discussion: 

Less than Less Than No 
significant with Significant Impact 

Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

X 

X 

X 

X 

a. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the objectives of the Resource Management 
Element related to, archaeological, historic and cultural resources, (See Figure RME - 5 
Archaeological Sensitivity Areas), as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the 
purview of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their 
potential to impact historical resources when they are submitted per the requirements of 
CEQA. Project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to 
avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

b. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Resource Management Element (See 
Figure RME - 5 Archaeological Sensitivity Areas), as well as the City Zoning Ordinance 
and other regulations. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their 
potential to impact archaeological resources when they are submitted per the 
requirements of CEOA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required 
where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

c. Santa Maria Valley is not considered to be a major paleontological·resource area as 
only a few sites have been recorded or discovered. Specific development proposals will 
be reviewed for their potential to directly or indirectly impact paleontological resources 
or sites, or unique geologic features when they are submitted per the requirements of 
CEQA. Project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to 
avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 
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d. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their potential to 
impact human remains when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA. Project 
revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen 
potential environmental impacts. 

• 

• 

• 
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6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

Would the project: 

a. Expose people or structures to potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent A1quist
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map 
issued by the State Geolog ist for the 
area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

ii. Strong Seismic ground shaking? 

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction? 

iv. Landslides? 

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the 
loss of topsoil? 

c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that 
is unstable, or that would become 
unstable as a result of the project, and 
potentially result in on- or off-site 
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse? 

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined 
in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building 
Code (1994), creating substantial risks to 
life or property? 

e. Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting the use of septic tanks or 
alternative waste water disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the 
disposal of waste water? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

No 
Impact 
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Discussion: 

009-001, E-2009-034 

a. (i- iv) Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview 
of this Initial Study. Figure SE-2 of the City of Santa Maria's Safety Element of the 
General Plan depicts known fault locations within the City. Due to the topography of the 
City, the potential of landslide events is low. Specific development proposals will be 
reviewed for their potential to expose people and structures to seismic impacts when 
they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation 
measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental 
impacts. 

b. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Safety Element, as well as the City Zoning 
Ordinance and other regulations. Site specific review of any potential development 
projects is not within the purview of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals 
will be reviewed for their potential to result in soil erosion when they are submitted per 
the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required 
where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

c. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 

• 

this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures • 
will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential for geologic and soil 
stability related adverse impacts. 

d. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures 
will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts 
related to expansive soils. 

e. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Safety Element, as well as the City Zoning 
Ordinance and other regulations such as the 2009 City of Santa Maria Sewer System 
Management Plan. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not 
within the purview of this Initial Study; however, the City's Municipal Code requires all 
proposed development to connect to the city sewer system. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or 
lessen potential environmental impacts. 

• 



• 

• 

• 
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7. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

a. Create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

b. Create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident 
conditions involving the release of 
hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within 
one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school? 

d. Be located on a site which is included on 
a list of hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it 
create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment? 

e. For a project located within an airport 
land use plan or, where such a plan has 
not been adopted, within two miles of a 
public airport or public use airport, would 
the project result in a safety hazard for 
people residing or working in the project 
area? 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a 
private airstrip, would the project result in 
a safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area? 

g. Impair implementation of or physically 
interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

Less than Less Than No 
significant with Significant Impact 

Mitigation Impact 
Incoroorated 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



2009 Housing Element Update - C ~009-O01, E-2009-034 
Environmental Checklist 
September 30, 2009 
Page 16 

Would the project: Potentially Less than Less Than No • Significant significant with Significant Impact 
Impact Mitigation Impact 

Incorporated 
h. Expose people or structures to a 

significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wildland fires, including where 

X wildlands are adjacent to urbanized 
areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands? 

Discussion: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Safety Element's objectives related to 
hazards and emergency services, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the 
purview of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they 
are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation 
measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental 
impacts related to hazardous materials. 

The Housing Element update is consistent with all elements of the General Plan,. 
including the Safety Element, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not 
within the purview of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed 
when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or 
mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts related to hazardous materials. 

Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their proximity to 
existing or proposed schools when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA 
and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid 
or lessen potential environmental impacts related to hazardous materials. 

Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed against site 
information provided on the list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5. (Cortese List) provided on the California 
Environmental Protection Agency's web site 
(www.calepa.ca.govfSiteCleanup/CorteseList) when they are submitted per the 
requirements of CEQA. Project revisions or mitigation measures will be required Where. 
appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 



• 

• 

• 
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e. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. The City of Santa Maria Airport is located in the southern portion of the 
City. The City's Safety Element depicts the Santa Maria Airport Hazard Zones. Specific 
development proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements 
of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where 
appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

f. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Safety Element, as well as the City Zoning 
Ordinance and other regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use 
policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or amount of new 
development planned for the incorporated area. Specific development proposals will be 
reviewed for their proximity to private airstrips when they are submitted per the 
requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required 
where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

g. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Safety Element, as well as the City Zoning 
Ordinance and other regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use 
policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or amount of new 
development planned for the incorporated area. Site specific review of any potential 
development projects is not within the purview of this Initial Study. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed for conformance with established emergency response and 
evacuation plans when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project 
reVisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen 
potential environmental impacts. 

h. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Safety Element, as well as the City Zoning 
Ordinance and other regulations such as the City's Emergency Preparedness Plan. 
The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. The urban character of the City make the likelihood of wildland fire impacts 
remote. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per 
the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required 
where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 
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8. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

a. Violate any water quality standards or 
waste discharge requirements? 

b. Substantially deplete groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that there 
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume 
or a lowering of the local groundwater 
table level (e.g., the production rate of 
pre-existing nearby wells would drop to 
a level which would not support 
existing land uses or planned uses for 
which permits have been granted)? 

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river, in a manner which 
would result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site? 

d. Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river, or substantially 
increase the rate or amount of surface 
runoff in a manner which would result 
in flooding on- or off-site? 

e. Create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing 
or planned stormwater drainage 
systems or provide substantial 
additional sources of polluted runoff? 

f. Otherwise substantially degrade water 
quality? 

g. Place housing within a 1 DO-year flood 
hazard area as mapped on a federal 
Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood 
Insurance Rate Map or other flood 
hazard delineation map? 

h. Place within a 100-year flood hazard 
area structures which would impede or 
redirect flood flows? 

• 
Less than Less Than No 

significant with Significant Impact 
Mitigation Impact 

Incorporated 

X 

X 

X • 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X • 
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Would the project: Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant significant with· Significant Impact 

Impact Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

i. Expose people or structures to a 
significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving flooding, including flooding as X 
a result of the failure of a levee or 
dam? 

j. Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or 
X mudflow? 

Discussion: 

a. The 2009 City of Santa Maria Stormwater Management Plan serves as a framework for 
identifying, assigning, and implementing control measures and Best Management 
Practices intended to reduce the discharge of pollutants from the City's storm sewer 
system and protect downstream water quality. Specific development proposals will be 
reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions 
or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 

b. The Housing Element update is consistent with all elements of the General Plan, 
including the Resources Management Element, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance 
and other regulations such as the 2007 City of Santa Maria Urban Water Management 
Plan. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures 
will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

c. The 2009 City of Santa Maria Stormwater Management Plan serves as a framework for 
identifying, assigning, and implementing control measures and Best Management 
Practices intended to reduce the discharge of pollutants from the City's storm sewer 
system and protect downstream water quality. Specific development proposals will be 
reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions 
or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 

d. The 2009 City of Santa Maria Stormwater Management Plan serves as a framework for 
identifying, assigning, and implementing control measures and Best Management 
Practices intended to reduce the discharge of pollutants from the City's storm sewer 
system and protect downstream water quality. Specific development proposals will be 
reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions 
or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 
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e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

I. 

J. 

The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the • 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview 
of this Initial Study. The 2009 City of Santa Maria Stormwater Management Plan serves 
as a framework for identifying, assigning, and implementing control measures and Best 
Management Practices intended to reduce the discharge of pollutants from the City's 
storm sewer system and protect downstream water quality. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or 
lessen potential environmental impacts. . 

The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. The 2009 City of Santa Maria Stormwater Management Plan serves as a 
framework for identifying, assigning, and implementing control measures and Best 
Management Practices intended to reduce the discharge of pollutants from the City's 
storm sewer system and protect downstream water quality. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or 
lessen potential environmental impacts. 

Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of • 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their location on 
the National Flood Insurance Program Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) when they 
are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revIsions or mitigation 
measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental 
impacts. 

Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their location on 
the National Flood Insurance Program Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) when they 
are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation 
measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental 
impacts. 

The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their location on the National 
Flood Insurance Program Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) when they are submitted 
per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be 
required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

Due to the 10 to 15 mile distance of the project area from the Pacific Ocean, there is no 
potential for impacts from inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow (Santa Maria. 
Safety Element, 1995). 
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9. LAND USE AND PLANNING 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

a. Physically divide an established 
community? 

b. Conflict with any applicable land use 
plan, policy, or regulation of an agency 
with jurisdiction over the project 
(including, but not limited to the general 
plan, specific plan, local coastal program, 
or zoning ordinance) adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

c. Conflict with any applicable habitat 
conservation plan or natural community 
conservation plan? 

Discussion: 

Less than Less Than No 
significant with Significant Impact 

Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

X 

X 

X 

a. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. 

b. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. Therefore, this update to the Housing Element will result in a less 
than significant impact. 

c. No habitat conservation plans or natural community conservation plans have been 
adopted within the City of Santa Maria or Santa Barbara County. 



2009 Housing Element Update - C. !009-O01, E-2009-034 
Environmental Checklist 
September 30, 2009 
Page 22 

• 
10. MINERAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant significant with Significant Impact 

Impact Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

a. Result in the loss of availability of a 
known mineral resource that would be 

X a value to the region and the residents 
ofthe state? 

b. Result in the loss of availability of a 
locally-important mineral resource 
recovery site delineated on a local X 
general plan, specific plan or other land 
use plan? 

Discussion: 

a. The City of Santa Maria Resource Management Element, 1996, establishes Objectives. 
related to mineral resources within the City. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing 
land use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or amount of new 
development planned for the incorporated area. Site specific review of any potential 
development projects is not within the purview of this Initial Study. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or 
lessen potential environmental impacts. 

b. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Resources Management Element, 
as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other regulations. The City of Santa Maria 
Resource Management Element, 1996, establishes objectives related to mineral 
resources within the City. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, 
and would not change the location, character, timing or amount of new development 
planned for the incorporated area. Specific development proposals will be reviewed 
when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or 
mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 

• 



• 
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11. NOISE 

Would the project result in: 

a. Exposure of persons to or generation of 
noise levels in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance, or applicable standards 
of other agencies? 

b. Exposure of persons to or generation of 
excessive ground borne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? 

c. A substantial permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project 
vidnity above levels existing without the 
project? 

d. A substantial temporary or periodic 
increase in ambient noise levels in the 
project vicinity above levels existing 
without the project? 

e. For a project located within an airport 
land use plan or, where such a plan has 
not been adopted, within two miles of a 
public airport or public use airport, would 
the project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive 
noise levels? 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a 
private airstrip, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project 
area to excessive noise levels? 

Discussion: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

No 
Impact 

a. The Noise Element of the General Plan identifies the evaluation criteria that are regulated 
through Section 5-5 of the Santa Maria Municipal Code. The 2009 Housing Element 
reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or 
amount of new development planned for the incorporated area. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or 
lessen potential noise impacts. 
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b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of • 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for their potential to 
produce groundbome noise or vibration when they are submitted per the requirements 
of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where 
appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan including the Noise Element, as well as the City Zoning 
Ordinance and other regulations. Site specific review of any potential development 
projects is not within the purview of this Initial Study. SpecifiC development proposals 
will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project 
revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen 
potential adverse ambient noise impacts. 

The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan including the Noise Element, as well as the City Zoning 
Ordinance and other regulations. Site specific review of any potential development 
projects is not within the purview of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals 
will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project 
revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen 
potential adverse ambient noise impacts. 

The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the. 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the 
requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures will be required 
where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential airport related noise impacts. 

The Housing Element update is consistent with the Noise Element of the General Plan, 
as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other regulations. The 2009 Housing Element 
reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or 
amount of new development planned for the incorporated area. Specific. development 
proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or 
lessen potential airport related noise impacts. 

• 
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12. POPULATION AND HOUSING 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

a. Induce substantial population growth in 
an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) 
or indirectly (for example, through 
extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing 
housing, necessitating the construction 
of replacement housing elsewhere? 

c. Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

Discussion: 

Less than Less Than No 
significant with Significant Impact 

Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

X 

X 

X 

a. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. Therefore, this update to the Housing Element will result in a less 
than significant impact. 

b. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. 

c. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area . 
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13. PUBLIC FACILITIES • 
Would the proJect Potentially 

Significant 
Impact 

less than 
significant with 

Mitigation 

less Than 
Signif"lCant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a. Resu~ in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered govemmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service rations, response times or 
other performance objectives for any of the public 
services: 

i. Fire protection? 

ii. Police protection? 

iii. Schools? 

iv. Parks? 

v. Other public facilities? 

Discussion: 
a. 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

i. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Resources Management Element, as 
well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other regulations. The 2009 Housing 
Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the location, 
character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. All construction would be required to pay applicable Growth Impact Mitigation 
Fees which contributes toward funding for public facilities. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed for impacts to City of Santa Maria Fire Department 
service levels when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to 
avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 

ii. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for 
the incorporated area. Site specific review of any potential development projects 
is not within the purview of this Initial Study. All construction would be required to 
pay applicable Growth Impact Mitigation Fees which contributes toward funding for 
public facilities. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for impacts to 
City of Santa Maria Police Department service levels when they are SUbmitted. 
per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures will 
be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental 
impacts. 
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iii. Increased classroom enrollment resulting in school overcrowding is not, in itself, 
a significant environmental effect. [Goleta Union School District v. Regents of 
the University of California (2d Dist.1995) 37 Cal.App.4th 1025). Even if 
increased enrollment requires a physical change in the environment, such as 
school construction, state law does not allow cities to mitigate the impact through 
the CEQA process. Government Code Section 65996 (fees set by school 
districts are the "exclusive methods" of mitigating impacts on school facilities). 

iv. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the 
purview of this Initial Study. All construction would be required to pay applicable 
Growth Impact Mitigation Fees which contributes toward funding for public facilities. 
Specific development proposals will be reviewed for impacts to parks when they 
are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation 
measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 

v. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the 
purview of this Initial Study. All construction would be required to pay applicable 
Growth Impact Mitigation Fees which contributes toward funding for approved 
public facilities. 
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14. RECREATION 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

a. Would the project increase the use of 
existing neighborhood and regional parks 
or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the 
facility would occur or be accelerated? 

b. Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities which 
might have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

Discussion: 

• 
Less than Less Than No 

significant with Significant Impact 
Mitigation Impact 

Incorporated 

X 

X 

a. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other. 
elements of the General Plan, including the Resources Management Element, as well 

b. 

as the City Zoning Ordinance and other regulations. The 2009 Housing Element 
reflects eXisting land use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or 
amount of new development planned for the incorporated area. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or 
lessen potential environmental impacts to regional parks and recreation facilities. 

The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. The City of Santa Maria's Resource Management Element (RME) of the General 
Plan identifies the service levels for recreation facilities in Table RME-1. Specific 
development proposals for new or expanded recreational facilities will be reviewed 
when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or 
mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. 

• 



• 
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15. TRANSPORTATIONfTRAFFIC 

Would the project: Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant significant with Significant Impact 

Impact Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

a. Cause an increase in traffic which is 
substantial in relation to the existing 
traffic load and capacity of the street 
system (i.e., result in a substantial X 
increase in either the number of vehicle 
trips, the volume to capacity ratio on 
roads, or congestion at intersections)? 

b. Exceed, either individually or 
cumulatively, a level of service standard 
established by the county congestion X 
management agency for designated 
roads or highways? 

c. Result in a change in air traffic patterns, 
induding either an increase in traffic 

X levels or a change in location that results 
in substantial safety risks? 

d. Substantially increase hazards due to a 
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 

X dangerous intersections) or incompatible 
uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

e. Result in inadequate emergency access? X 
f. Result in inadequate parking capacity? X 
g. Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or 

programs supporting alternative 
X transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle 

racks)? 

Discussion: 

a. The Housing Element update is consistent with the land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Circulation Element, as well as the City 
Zoning Ordinance and other regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing 
land use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or amount of new 
development planned for the incorporated area. Specific development proposals will be 
reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions 
or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts. All new development would be conducted in accordance with 
the City's requirements, and where required, Traffic Impact Analysis recommendations. 
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b. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Circulation Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects eXisting land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures 
will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential environmental impacts. 
All new development would be conducted in accordance with the City's requirements, 
and where required, Traffic Impact Analysis recommendations. 

c. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview 
of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be required to conform to the 
Santa Barbara County Airport Land Use Plan. 

d. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview 
of this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for conformance 

• 

with City public improvement standards and specifications when they are submitted per • 
the requirements of CEQA and project revisions will be required where appropriate to 
avoid or lessen potential traffic hazards. 

e. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted and 
project revisions will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential impacts 
related to emergency access. 

f. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed against the provisions 
of the Santa Maria MuniCipal Code, including Section 12-32, Off Street Parking and 
Loading, when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA. Project revisions or 
mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to provide significant parking. 

g. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview of 
this Initial Study. Specific development proposals will be reviewed for conformance with 
the City's adopted policies, plans, and programs regarding alternative transportation 
when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA. 

• 
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• 16. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 

Would the project: Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant significant with Significant Impact 

Impact Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

a. Exceed wastewater treatment 
requirements of the applicable X 
Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

b. Require or result in the construction of 
new water or wastewater treatment 
facilities or expansion of existing 

X facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

c. Require or result in the construction of 
new storm water drainage facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the X 
construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

• d. Have sufficient water supplies available 
to serve the project from existing 

X entitlements and resources, or are new 
or expanded entitlements needed? 

e. Result in a determination by the 
wastewater treatment provider which 
serves or may serve the project that it 
has adequate capacity to serve the X 
project's projected demand in addition 
to the provider's existing 
commitments? 

f. Be served by a landfill with sufficient 
permitted capacity to accommodate the X 
project's solid waste disposal needs? 

g. Comply with federal, state, and local 
statutes and regulations related to solid X 
waste? 

• 
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Discussion: 

:009-001, E-2009-034 

a. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. Site specific review of any potential development projects is not within the purview 
of this Initial Study, Specific development proposals will be reviewed when they are 
submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions or mitigation measures 
will be required where appropriate to ensure conformance with the City's wastewater 
treatment requirements. 

b. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, including the Resources Management Element goals, 
policies, objectives and programs related to water or wastewater treatment facilities, as 
well as the City Zoning· Ordinance and other regulations including the 2009 City of 
Santa Maria Sewer System Management Plan. The 2009 Housing Element reflects 
eXisting land use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or amount 
of new development planned for the incorporated area. 

c. The Housing Element update is consistent with all elements of the General Plan, as well 

• 

as the City Zoning Ordinance and other regulations such as the 2009 City of Santa 
Maria Stormwater Management Plan. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land. 
use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or amount of new 
development planned for the incorporated area, Specific development proposals will be 
reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and project revisions 
or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to avoid or lessen potential 
environmental impacts related to storm water drainage facilities. 

d. The Housing Element update is consistent with all elements of the General Plan, as well 
as the City Zoning Ordinance and other regulations, including the 2007 City of Santa 
Maria Urban Water Management Plan. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing 
land use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or amount of new 
development planned for the incorporated area. Site specific review of any potential 
development projects is not within the purview of this Initial Study. Specific development 
proposals will be reviewed when they are submitted per the requirements of CEQA and 
project revisions or mitigation measures will be required where appropriate to ensure 
adequate water supply to the project. 

e. The Housing Element update is consistent with all elements of the General Plan, as well 
as the City Zoning Ordinance and other regulations such as the 2009 City of Santa 
Maria Sewer System Management Plan. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing 
land use policy, and would not change the location, character, timing or amount of new 
development planned for the incorporated area. The City of Santa Maria's Utilities 
Department, which operates the waste water treatment plant, would require 
development to ensure that there is adequate capacity to serve the developmen. 
project. 
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f. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. The City of Santa Maria's Utilities Department operates the Santa Maria Landfill at 
2065 East Main Street. With a projected capacity of 9 years, this landfill is projected to 
have adequate capacity to serve the City to the year 2017, beyond the planning period 
of this Housing Element update. In addition, the City is currently seeking approvals for a 
new Class III lined landfill on a 1,774-acre site with approximately 90 years of capacity. 
The new landfill would provide a long term assured source of solid waste management 
capacity and capability to ensure compliance with City's solid waste management 
obligations and accommodate projected long-term waste management and disposal 
demand in the City and region. 

g. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not change the 
location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the incorporated 
area. The City of Santa Maria's Utilities Department presently operates the Santa Maria 
Landfill under federal, state, and local statutes. 
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CONSULTATION AND DATA SOURCES 

CONSULTATION SOURCES 

City Departments Consu~ed 
/--_--j Administrative Services 
/--_--j Attorney 

Fire 
/-----j library 

1--_--1 City Manager 
Police 

/----j Public Works 

'-----' 
Recreation and Parks 

Count) Agencies/Departments Consu~ed 
1-_-1 Air Pollution Control District 

Association of Governments 
/-----j Flood Control District 
f------1 Environmental Health 
\---i Fire (Hazardous Materials) 

LAFCO 
f----i Public Works 
\----i Planning and Development 
'---_-' Other (list) 

Specral Districts Consulted 
1--_--1 Santa Maria Pu blic Airport 
\----i Airport land Use Commission 

Cemetery 
\----i Santa-Maria Bon ita School District 
\----i Santa Maria Joint Union High School 
r----j Laguna County Sanitation District 
'---_-' Cal Cities Water Company 

State/Federal Agencies ConSUlted 
i---j Army Corps of Engineers 

Caltrans 
I----j CA Fish and Games 
f----j Federal Fish and Wildlife 
/--_-j FAA 
f----j Regional Water Quality Control Bd. 
1----1 Integrated Waste Management Bd. 
'---_---' Other (list) 

DATA SOURCES 

General Plan 
x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Other 

X 

Land Use Element 
Circulation Element 
Safety Element 
Noise Element 
Housing Element (Present) 
Resources Management Element 

Agricu~ral Preserve Maps 
Archaeological Maps/Reports 
Architectural Elevations 
Biology Reports 
CA Oil and Gas Maps 
FEMA Maps (Flood) 
Grading Plans 
Site Plan 
Topographic Maps 
Aerial Photos 
Traffic Studies 
Trip Generation Manual (ITE) 
URBEMIS Air Quality Model 
Zoning Maps 
Other (list) 
2009 City of Santa Maria Stormwater 
Management Plan; 
2007 City of Santa Maria Urban 
Water Management Plan; 
City of Santa Maria Sewer System 
Management Plan. 

• 

• 

• 
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17. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Potentially Less than Less Than No Impact 
Significant significant Significant 

Impact with Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

1. Does the project have the potential to 
degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, 
cause a fish or wildlife population to 
drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or X 
animal community, reduce the 
number or restrict the range of a rare 
or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the 
major periods of Califomia history or 
prehistory? 

2. Does the project have impacts that 
are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? 
("Cumulatively considerable" means 
that the incremental effects of a X project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects 
of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects?) 

3. Does the project have environmental 
effects which will cause substantial 

X adverse effects on human beings, 
either directly or indirectly? 

Discussion: 

1. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. Therefore, this update to the Housing Element will result in a less 
than significant impact to habitats for any species of special concern, or to sites of 
significant historical importance or prior Native American occupancy. 
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2. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. Therefore, this update to the Housing Element will not result in 
cumulatively considerable impacts. 

3. The Housing Element update is consistent with the Land Use Element and other 
elements of the General Plan, as well as the City Zoning Ordinance and other 
regulations. The 2009 Housing Element reflects existing land use policy, and would not 
change the location, character, timing or amount of new development planned for the 
incorporated area. Therefore, this update to the Housing Element will not result in direct 
or indirect substantial adverse impacts on human beings. 

SUMMARY OF POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS 
Aesthetics r-----j 

r-----j Agriculture Resources 
r-----j Air Quality 
r-----j Biological Resources 

Cultural Resources f----j 
f----j Geology/Soils 
f----j Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
'--_--' HydrologyNVater Quality 

r-----j Land Use/Planning 
Mineral Resources 

f----j Noise 

f----j Population and Housing 
Public Services 

f----j Recreation 

f----j TransportationlTraffic 
'--_--' Utilities and Services Systems 
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DETERMINATION 
On the basis of the Initial Study, the staff of the Community Development Department: 

Finds that the proposed project is a Class _ CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION and no further environmental 
review is required. 

L- Finds that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment and a NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 

Finds that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be 
a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the 
project proponent A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

Finds that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

Finds that the proposed project may have a "potentially Significant impact" or "potentially significant unless 
mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier 
document pursuant to acceptable standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on 
the earlier analysis as described on the attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
(EIR)/SUBSEQUENT EIRISUPPLEMENTAL EIRIADDENDUM is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that remain to be addressed. 

Finds that although the proposed project could have a Significant effect on the environment, because all 
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
pursuant to acceptable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed 
project, nothing further is required. 

Signature Signature 

Frank Albro, Planner II Lawrence W. Appel, Environmental Officer 

Datl! I Date 

City of Santa Maria 
Community Development Department 
110 South Pine Street, #101 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 
805-925..()951 
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