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December 15, 2009 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 15,2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

City Council 

City Manager 
Prepared by: Director of Recreation and Parks 

RECOGNIZING THE 2009 "LIGHTS, SIGHTS, AND HOLIDAY NIGHTS 
HOLIDAY DECORATION CONTEST" WINNERS 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council recognize the twelve "2009 lights, Sights, and Holiday Nights Holiday 
Decoration Contest" award winners and thank all others for their participation. 

BACKGROUND: 

The "lights, Sights, and Holiday Nights Holiday Decoration Contest" has always encouraged 
friendly competition to beautify our neighborhoods, businesses, and community during the 
holidays for the past twelve years. The goal of this program is as follows: 1) to create an 
added sense of holiday spirit throughout the Santa Maria Valley; 2) to generate an 
opportunity for residents to take pride in their community, in one another, and in our "AII
America City" during the holidays; and, 3) to produce a leisure activity which promotes unity 
amongst families and communities. With the great success of this project, the 
unincorporated area of Orcutt has taken on its own comparable event, in collaboration with 
the Orcutt lions Club. 

DISCUSSION: 

The Recreation and Parks Commission has conducted the "13th Annual lights, Sights and 
Holiday Nights Holiday Decoration Contest," with the judging held on December 9, 2009. A 
committee representing the Recreation and Parks Commissioners conducted the judging, 
along with staff support. As a major sponsor, PG&E introduced a new approach to the 
energy-efficient aspect of our contest this year: "Go Green to Get Green." Four cash prizes 
in the amount of $500 each were awarded by PG&E to this energy-efficient portion of the 
contest. The PG&E approach has inspired a new category within our own contest as well, 
entitled "Best Display Utilizing Energy-Efficient Product." This year's complete list of contest 
categories included the following: Best Decorated Residence, Best Decorated Business, 
Most Nostalgic, Neighborhood Spirit Award, Most Inspirational, and Best Display 
Utilizing Energy-Efficient Product. 

Our 2009 Contest resulted in nominations of approximately 60 businesses and homes within 
the City of Santa Maria (an additional 10 nominations were taken for the Orcutt Contest). 
The Santa Maria Times will be producing a map to identify the award winners, and tonight, 
the City Council has the opportunity to recognize the award winners of the "2009 lights, 
Sights, and Holiday Nights Holiday Decoration Contest." 
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Impact to the Community: 
This unique family-oriented leisure activity promotes holiday cheer and a sense of • 
camaraderie amongst community members, allowing our "All-America City" to shine its 
brightest during this joyful time of year. It also gives the children of the community an 
opportunity to enjoy viewing the many colorful displays of lights and decorations. 
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