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FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF JANUARY 20. 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

January 20, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: City Attorney and Senior Assistant City 
Attorney/Utilities Counsel 

SUBJECT: 2009 TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO THE SANTA MARIA MUNICIPAL 
CODE 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council introduce and adopt an ordinance making technical amendments 
to the Santa Maria Municipal Code. 

BACKGROUND: 

As part of an ongoing project beginning in 2000, the City Attorney's office has collected 
a list of Municipal Code provisions that work ineffectively for technical reasons. The list 
also includes laws that need to be updated, modified or deleted because of changes in 
State law or in City operations. 

The Council approved technical changes on February 6, 2001; June 18, 2002; 
February 4, 2003; February 3, 2004; February 1, 2005; February 21, 2006, June 5, 
2007, February 19, 2008 and November 4, 2008. Another proposed group of changes 
is discussed below. The City Attorney's Office requests the Council's support in 
regularly continuing this good housekeeping practice, which is also followed by the 
State Legislature, as well as many California cities. 

DISCUSSION: 

A. Environmental Consideration 

The City's environmental officer has determined that this matter does not constitute a 
project, in accordance with California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Section 
15378(b)(2). 

B. Proposed Amendments 

The proposed ordinance would: 
• Make conforming and clarifying changes to the City's personnel ordinance. Most 

of the clarifying changes address 32-hour and limited service classifications. 3F 
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• Rename the Smoking Pollution Control Ordinance as the "Tobacco Control • 
Ordinance." This change was requested by the Program Administrator for the 
Tobacco Prevention Settlement Program in the County Department of 
Environmental Health. The request related to last year's technical overhaul of 
the smoking ordinance, but arrived after press time. 

• Amend §6-1.02 to clarify that "sanitary facilities" refers to recreational vehicle 
sanitary connections. The amendment eliminates an unintended interpretation 
of this section that the City would allow a person to live (or "camp") on private 
property if there was access to "sanitary facilities" (e.g., a bathroom in a nearby 
building). 

• Reorganize Title 7, Chapter 4 of the Code, relating to speed limits. These 
changes would consolidate regulations for each street under one section 
heading and situate the regulations consistently by direction. The Public Works 
Department requested these changes in order to make Chapter 4 easier to use. 

• Make a revision to clarify the permissible content of agreements under the 
Historical Landmark Ordinance. This change was requested by a member of the 
Landmark Committee. 

Alternatives: 

The Council can decline to adopt the ordinance. Gaps and technical problems would 
remain in the Municipal Code. 

Fiscal Considerations: 

When the Code contains technical defects, staff must spend considerable, 
unproductive time determining ways to reach the goals of the Code and the City despite 
the defects. 

Impact to the Community: 

A consistent, complete and well-written Municipal Code is a user-friendly document for 
community residents. visitors, and City staff. 
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Wendy ~kto~ ro ~ 
SENIOR ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY/UTILITIES COUNSEL 
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