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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 21,2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

July 21, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Mark van de Kamp, Management Analyst II 

SUBJECT: SANTA MARIA COMMUNITY TELEVISION FACILITY RENTAL FEES 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution approving facility rental fees for the City-owned 
building occupied by Santa Maria Community Television. 

BACKGROUND: 

Santa Maria Community Television (SMCTV) is the local Public, Education and 
Government (PEG) public access television station. SMCTV operations are funded by 
an annual Comcast grant, a condition of the City's cable television Franchise 
Agreement. City staff seeks to provide sound management and financial strategies for 
SMCTV. Currently, many PEG access centers supplement their single-source funding 
with fee-based services that contribute to their community-building missions. There is a 
potential for additional revenues, albeit small, but revenue nonetheless to supplement 
the current grant-funded PEG operation. 

DISCUSSION: 

On June 10, 2009, the SMCTV Board of Directors recommended staff take a new user 
fee proposal to the Council. This is to provide for occasional facility rental of a portion of 
the City-owned Media Center building located at 910 S. Oakwood Drive. This rental fee 
would be applicable to groups seeking a TV studio where they can film using their own 
TV equipment. No access to SMCTV's control room or PEG production equipment 
would be allowed. The rented area would include the 675-square-foot studio room and 
access to the onsite bathrooms and the break room. 

While these rentals are anticipated to be limited and sporadic, each request will be 
considered and approved on a case-by-case basis by the PEG Station Manager. These 
rentals would only occur outside of normal SMCTV business hours. It would not 
displace the PEG producers time in the studio. The PEG Station Manager would be 
present for each rental period to ensure that the use is conducive to and in compliance 
with current operating standards and practices. 
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There is a precedent for supplemental SMCTV revenue. In April 2009, the Council 
authorized a new user fee designed to reimburse SMCTV staff's production costs • 
associated with supporting local nonprofits with TV production needs. That service is 
also provided outside the normal SMCTV hours or service to the public. 

The proposed fee is $231 for a minimum four-hour rental, and $58 per each additional 
hour by non-profit groups and $289 for a minimum four-hour rental, and $72 per each 
additional hour by for-profit groups. These amounts are consistent with facility rental 
fees for community centers by the City Recreation and Parks Department. 

Fiscal considerations: 
There are no financial impacts to the General Fund. While there is a potential for limited 
income to supplement SMCTV's grant-funding, such income would help finance and 
enhance PEG resources. Upon Council authorization, the facility rental fees would be 
effective immediately. 

Impact to the Community: 
This provides an opportunity to supplement revenues to enhanced PEG operations. An 
appropriately administered PEG access and programming operation provides an 
excellent venue to allow residents of a community the ability to use the local cable 
television system to reach out and communicate with their fellow citizens on subjects of 
local interest and to highlight issues, activities and events. 

MARK VAN DE KAMP 
Management Analyst II 
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RESOLUTION 2009- 1 03 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, 

AUTHORIZING FACILITY RENTAL OF A PORTION OF THE 
SANTA MARIA COMMUNITY TELEVISION BUILDING 

WHEREAS, staff seeks to provide sound management and financial strategies 
for Santa Maria Community Television (SMCTV), the local Public, Education and 
Government (PEG) public access television station; and 

WHEREAS, from time to time the City creates, updates or establishes fees for 
services for programs, including facility rental fees at a number of City buildings; and 

WHEREAS, a facility rental fee for use of portions of the City-owned building 
occupied by SMCTV, without using SMCTV television production equipment, would 
generate supplemental revenue to benefit SMCTV operations; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of Santa Maria, California, as follows: 

To authorize a facility rental fee for portions of the City-owned Media Center 
building at 910 S. Oakwood Drive, in the amounts of $231 for a four-hour 
minimum and $58 for each additional hour by non-profit groups, and $289 for a 
four-hour minimum and $72 for each additional hour, by for-profit groups. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Santa Maria held this 21 st day of July, 2009. 

Mayor 

ATTEST 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
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