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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 21,2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

July 21, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Lawrence W. Appel, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT: AMENDMENT TO TITLE 12 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING 
TO SECTION 12-34.11(q) CONCERNING OFF-SITE SIGNS, Z-2009-002, 
E-2009-019 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council introduce an ordinance amending section 12-34.11 (q) of the 
Santa Maria Municipal Code, relating to off-site signs. 

BACKGROUND: 

The City's current sign regulations (Chapter 34 of Title 12 of the Santa Maria Municipal 
Code) have been in place since 2005, with the exception of revisions adopted on June 3, 
2008 to allow more flexibility for businesses and clarifying the existing sign code. No 
revisions to the "off-site sign" regulations occurred with the 2008 amendment. 

On June 17, 2009, the City Planning Commission held a public hearing to consider the 
proposed ordinance amendment. After the close of the public hearing, the 
Commissioners adopted Resolution No. 2546 (Attachment A) by a 4 to 1 vote 
(Commissioner Lopez: No), recommending that the City Council approve the proposed 
ordinance amendment. 

DISCUSSION: 

The City initiated the proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendment to consider the 
placement of off-site signs. The amendment would apply citywide and have the effect 
of permitting off-site signs only in those limited situations where the signs are to be 
maintained on City owned or controlled property. 

The City of Santa Maria presently prohibits all off-site signs through Zoning Ordinance 
section 12-34.11 - Prohibited Signs and Locations. This ordinance proposes an 
exception to the code, thus allowing the City to consider placement of off-site signs 
(Sec. 12-34.11 (q)). The draft ordinance could be utilized city-wide; however, it appears 
that the initial effect would be to assist businesses in the downtown business corridor. 
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Section 12-34.03(aa) of the Santa Maria Municipal Code defines an off-site sign as: 

A commetcial sign not located on the site of the business or entity indicated or 
advertised by the sign, or a commercial sign advertising a commodity, good, 
product, service or other commercial or industrial activity which originates on a 
site other than where the sign is maintained. 
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The proposed amendment would add the following exception to the off-site sign 
prohibition: 

Section 12-34.11: 
(q) Off-Site signs. Exception: Signs on property owned or controlled by the 
City or the City of Santa Maria Redevelopment Agency, whose design is 
compatible with the objectives of this Chapter as determined by the Zoning 
Administrator or designee. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
None. 

Impact to the Community: 
The proposed amendment will not negatively impact the City's ability to continue to 
provide effective services to our community. The review of each proposed sign by the 
Zoning Administrator ensures the City retains control over the design and placement of 
off-site signs. 

Upon adoption of the Zoning Ordinance text amendment, individual requests for off-site • 
signs would be processed by the City for location on City-owned or controlled 
properties. Each would be reviewed and analyzed by the Zoning Administrator or 
Zoning Administrator's designee for compliance with all applicable Zoning Ordinance 
regulations in Chapter 34 (Signs). 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROCEDURES: 

The Community Development Department has reviewed the proposed ordinance, and 
has conduded that it is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA), in accordance with Section 15305 of the CEQA Guidelines, Class 5, Minor 
Alteration of Land Use Limitations, and Section 15303, Class 3, New Construction or 
Conversion of Small Structures. 

No further environmental review is required. 

Community Development Department 

ATTACHMENT 

Attachment A - Planning Commission Resolution No. 2546 • 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2546 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING TO 
THE CITY COUNCIL AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 
12-34.11, TITLE 12 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY 

OF SANTA MARIA, Z-2009-002, E-2009-019 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Santa Maria held a 
regularly scheduled public hearing on June 17, 2009, for the purpose of considering a 
proposed amendment to Section 12-34.11, Title 12 of the Municipal Code of the City of 
Santa Maria pertaining to Off-Site Signs; and 

WHEREAS, notices of said public hearing were made at the time and in the 
manner required by law; and 

WHEREAS, Community Development staff in accordance with Section 5 of 
the City of Santa Maria Environmental Procedures has provided reasoning for finding the 
proposed project categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
in accordance with Sections 15303 and 15305 of the CEQA Guidelines; and 

WHEREAS, at the completion of the public hearing, the Planning 
Commission duly considered all evidence presented at said hearing including evidence 
presented in the staff report; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City of 
Santa Maria, that: 

Section 1. The above findings are true. 

Section 2. That the Planning Commission of the City of Santa Maria 
recommends that the City Council adopt an ordinance 
incorporating the proposed amendments to section 12-34.11 of 
Title 12. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project is a Municipal Code Text amendment to the following section 
of Chapter 34 of Title 12, Signs: 

• Section 12-34.11; Adding to (q) to include: 

12-34.11 ... 
(q) Off-Site signs. Exception: Signs on property owned or 
controlled by the City or the City of Santa Maria 
Redevelopment Agency, whose design is compatible with the 
objectives of this Chapter as determined by the Zoning 
Administrator or designee. 

ATTACHMENT A 



. . 

• • 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the • 
City of Santa Maria held June 17,2009, by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINED: 

ATIEST: 

Chairman Moats, Commissioners Andrade, Brown, and 
Waterfield 

Commissioner Lopez 

None 

None 

MICHAEL W. MOATS, CHAIRMAN 
City Planning Commission 

ATTACHMENT A 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2009-16 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA 
MARIA, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION 12-34.11 (q) 

OF THE SANTA MARIA MUNICIPAL CODE, 
RELATING TO OFF-SITE SIGNS 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria has enacted a sign code based on 
legislative findings to promote twelve specific objectives relating to the public health, 
safety and welfare; these objectives are set out in Section 12-34.02 of the Santa Maria 
Municipal Code and hereby incorporated by reference; and 

WHEREAS, on October 21. 2008. in order to support the general welfare of the 
community. address a lack of housing as well as deteriorating housing stock, provide 
strategies to revitalize the existing downtown mall, and deliver appropriate services and 
facilities to the downtown, the City Council and Redevelopment Agency adopted the 
Downtown Specific Plan; and 

WHEREAS, il is the legislative judgment of the City Council that the objectives of 
the sign code and Downtown Specific Plan would be advanced by allowing a limited 
number of off-site signs in the City. provided that the City retains control of the number 
and design of each sign; and 

WHEREAS, in the Council's judgment, the best means for retaining control of the 
number and design is to require that permissible off-site signs be located on sites 
owned or controlled by the City and to subject each sign proposed to design review by 
the Zoning Administrator. 

THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Santa Maria, State of California, 
does ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. Subsection (q) of Section 12-34.11 of the Santa Maria Municipal 
Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

(q) Off-Site signs. Exception: Signs on property owned or controlled by the 
City or the City of Santa Maria Redevelopment Agency, whose design is 
compatible with the objectives of this Chapter as determined by the Zoning 
Administrator or designee. 

SECTION 2. Severability. 
If any of the provisions of this Chapter or the application thereof to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this Chapter, including the 
application of such part or provisions to persons or circumstances other than 
those to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected thereby and shall 
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continue in full force and effect. To this end, the provisions of this Chapter 
are severable. 

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty (30) days 
after its passage. Within fifteen (15) days following its passage, the City Clerk 
shall cause this Ordinance to be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in accordance with State law; or when deemed necessary due to 
the length or complexity of the Ordinance, cause a summary of the Ordinance 
to be prepared and published at least five days prior to the City Council 
meeting at which the proposed Ordinance is to be adopted. If a summary is 
published at least five (5) days prior to the City Council meeting at which the 
proposed Ordinance is to be adopted, then within fifteen (15) days after 
adoption of the Ordinance the City Clerk shall publish a summary of the 
Ordinance with the names of those City Council Members voting for and 
against the Ordinance and shall post a certified copy of the full text of such 
adopted Ordinance along with the names of those City Council Members 
voting for and against the Ordinance. 

INTRODUCED at a regular meeting of the City Council held the 21st day of July, 2009, 
and PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting held this day of 
_____ , 2009, by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINED: 

Mayor 

ATTEST 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 

BY 7@~R 
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