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TO: City Council 

FROM: Tim Ness, City Manager 
Prepared by: Alexander Posada, Director of Recreation and Parks 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF ENGINEER'S REPORTS AND INTENT TO LEVY AND 
COLLECT THE 2009 - 2010 LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENTS 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the attached Engineer's Reports; adopt a 
resolution declaring intent to levy and collect the property tax assessment for each of the four 
Landscape Maintenance Districts and the eighteen Special Benefit Zones; and, set a public 
hearing for August 4, 2009, to consider the proposed landscape assessments for approval. 

BACKGROUND 

Since the 1980's, the City of Santa Maria has had four Landscape Maintenance Districts. The 
South Miller StreeUSouth College Drive Landscape Maintenance District was created with 
Resolution 81-298 on August 4, 1981; the Northwest Landscape Maintenance District with 
Resolution 88-154 on December 20, 1988; the Northeast Landscape Maintenance District with 
Resolution 89-51 on May 2, 1989; and, tne Southwest Landscape Maintenance District with 
Resolution 89-50 on May 2, 1989. 

As has been done since 2005-2006, it was initially proposed to increase all assessments by 3.8 
percent, based on the annual CPI Rate for 2008. However, with consideration to the existing 
economy, it is proposed that all of the assessments remain the same, as they were last fiscal 
year. With this proposal comes the realization that some expenses will have to be limited, but 
this has been done with the rate payers best interests in mind during these difficult financial 
times. Water expenses will be kept down as much as possible, and renovation will be limited. 
The contractor who maintains most of the public easement areas has agreed to reduce his 
contract by five percent allowing landscaping rates to be maintained. Service impacts will be 
slight; most affected will be litter pick-up and irrigation. 

DISCUSSION 

With the current state of the economy, there has not been a lot of development taking place in 
the City of Santa Maria. Yet, any new development that does occur is conditioned to join one of 
the four Landscape Maintenance Districts, and if necessary, a Special Benefit Zone to serve the 
landscaping needs of their development. The annexation process has been refined by the City 
Attorney to ensure compliance with State Law, and to provide sufficient funding for public 
landscape improvements now and into the future. The action being taken tonight meets the 
statutory requirements of the California Streets and Highways Code and the 1972 Landscape 
and Lighting Act. State Law requires that the City Council hold an annual public hearing on the 
subject of Landscape Maintenance District Assessments. Where the City proposes no changes 
to an existing formula, the City Council complies with "due process" by adopting resolutions 
approving the Engineer's Reports and by providing notice for the public hearing. 

Revenue derived from assessed properties is not affected by the slowdown of housing sales nor 
the number of foreclosures of properties in the landscape districts. The County uses the 
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"Teeter" process to distribute property tax assessments. All taxes due by property owners are ", 
paid in full by the County, and the responsibility of collecting all taxes including any late fines is 
incurred by the County. 

Fiscal Considerations: • 
Landscape Maintenance District Assessments fund a total of $1,276,396 in maintenance and 
operation services in the four Landscape Maintenance Districts. The General Fund is 
proportionately responsible for the "General Benefit". The "General Benefit" is defined as the 
portion of the costs of maintaining all public landscape improvements within each District that 
can be attributed to all non-assessed properties within the City. These public improvements 
include street medians, roundabouts, basins, public right-of-ways, street trees, and graffiti 
removal. 

At this time, there are approximately 27,870 dwelling units within the city limits of Santa Maria. 
Of these, 8,640 assessor parcel numbers currently annexed into one of the four Landscape 
Maintenance Districts andlor a Special Benefit Zone. This figure equates to approximately 31 
percent of the City being assessed. All residents who travel the streets of Santa Maria benefit 
from the landscape improvements, whether or not they have been annexed into one of the four 
Districts. The "General City Benefit" (GCB) was created based on this assumption. 

Impact to the Community: 
Landscaping and lighting along the more trafficked arterials and surrounding residential and 
commercial developments in the City are a signature of the quality of life in Santa Maria. This 
landscaping provides for community aesthetic enjoyment, neighborhood cohesion, and 
beautification through regular tree trimming, graffiti abatement, local recreational and open 
space opportunities, and improved public safety. Furthermore, it is a well-proven fact that the 
upkeep of the landscaping maintains property values. These assessments provide for perpetual 
care of these areas and safeguard the assets of surrounding property owners. 

ALEXANDER POSADA 
Director 

Attachments: 1. Engineer's Report - Northwest 
2 Engineer's Report - Northeast 
3. Engineer's Report - South Miller Street/South College Drive 
4. Engineer's Report - Southwest 
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