
FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 16, 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT • 
June 16, 2009 

• MEMO TO: City Council 

FROM: Tim Ness, City Manager 
Prepared by: Alexander Posada, Director of Recreation and par~p 

SUBJECT: PROCLAMATION ACKNOWLEDGING JULY AS "RECREATION AND 
PARKS MONTH" 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That City Council recognize July as "Recreation and Parks Month" and encourage the Santa 
Maria community and surrounding areas to enjoy and participate in the benefits of public and 
private parks and recreation programs, services, and facilities. 

BACKGROUND: 

In today's society, recreation has evolved to the forefront of providing many positive benefits in 
creating happy and healthy lifestyles which contribute to strengthening the foundation of a 
community. The National Recreation and Parks Association encourages cities to declare July 
as "National Recreation and Parks Month" by promoting participation in the many recreation and 
leisure services available to them in their respective communities. 

• DISCUSSION: 

• 

National "Recreation and Parks Month" is an annual observance designed to focus attention on 
the variety of recreation and leisure services which are essential in creating a vibrant, cohesive 
community. Studies prove that the social benefits of recreation contribute to building a strong 
society, creating strong, self-reliant and proud communities. Through the provision of parks, 
open spaces and protected natural environments, recreation can contribute to the 
environmental health of our community. Studies also confirm a multitude of economic 
reasons why it is wise to invest in parks and recreation services, including preventive health 
benefits, the motivation of business relocation and expansion, and a reduction in the high 
cost of vandalism and criminal activity. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
There are no immediate fiscal impacts to the City of Santa Maria regarding proclaiming July 
"Recreation and Parks Month." Participation in Recreation and Parks Department services 
could increase General Fund revenues, reduce the cost of incidences of juvenile 
delinquency, as well as assist in reducing energy consumption as individuals enjoy outdoor 
recreation and leisure activities. 

Impact to the Community: 
Increasing public knowledge with respect to parks and recreation services and promoting 
their participation in recreation and leisure activities enhances the lifestyles of our community 
as a whole. /) 
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City of Santa S\(aria 

Santa S\(aria, Cafifornia 

9?rocfamation 
WHERE-AS, parks, playgrounds, hall fields, open spaces, community centers, and resources 

make a community an attractive and desirable place to live, work, play, and visit, contributing to our 
ongoing economic vitality; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department brings visibility to our 
recreation and sports progralns, that strengthens the community, fosters individual personal growth, 
and increases cultural unity; and 

WHEREAS, recreation progralTIs provide safe and enjoyable activities to promote and de\"elo}l 
healthy lifestyles, strong minds, and able bodies; and 

WHEREAS, recreation programs provide overall community well-being, by providing 
opportunities for lifelong learning and social activities that supply the opportunity for all people to live, 
grow, and develop into contributing members of society; and 

WHEREAS, recreation progralns address leisure needs through fun, social, and safe activities 
that arc of good value and convenient for the community, and allow people to come together and 
experience a scnse of community through fun and recreational pursuits; and 

WHEREAS, recreation professionals provide a safe environtnent for recreation outlets, physical 
activities, socialization, and stress-reducing experiences, and design programs and services to increase 
the quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, thousands of Santa Maria children, adults, and seniors benefit from the wide range 
of services, facilities, and programs provided by the City of Santa Maria Recreation and Parks 
Department; 

NOW, THEREFORL-, I, LARRy' LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria herel,,
proclaim the month of July 20()9 as 

"RECREATION AND PARKS MONTH" 

In the City of Santa Maria and encourage all residents to enjoy and recognize the social, 
physical, mental, economic, cnvironnlcntal, and community benefits derived from our classes, 
swimming, sports, camps, youth, teen, and senior services at our parks and community centers \vhich 
provide something of value to everyone. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of 
Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 16,h day of June, 2009, 

Larry Lavagnino, Mayor 


