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9?rocCamation 
WHEREAS, in February 2009, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP) will celebrate a 100 year journey as the nation's oldest, largest and most effective civil rights 
advocacy organization - a legacy that has forever changed the landscape of American history; and 

WHEREAS, for one hundred years, the NAACP was huilt and has grown on the collective courage 
of thousands of people. People of all races, nationalities and faiths have united on one premise - that all 
men and women are created equal; and 

WHEREAS, the NAACP's efforts have led to the launch of new initiatives and programs aimed at 
eliminating disparities in education, economic development, healthcare, technology and many other 
issues; and 

WHEREAS, the NAACP's most courageous moments have involved everyone from school children 
to laborers to professionals to presidents to just ordinary men and women, those who decided to champion 
what's right and just; and 

WHEREAS, the vision of the NAACP is to ensure a society in which all individuals have equal 
.rights and there is no racial hatred or racial discrimination; and 

• 

WHEREAS, from the ballot box to the classroom, the dedicated workers, organizers, and leaders 
who forged this great organization and maintain its status as a champion of social justice, fought long and 
hard to ensure that the voices of African Americans would be heard; and 

WHEREAS, the Santa Maria Branch of the NAACP works within the mission of its charter to 
ensure the political, educational, social and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate 
racial hatred and racial discrimination; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby take 
immense pleasure in extending best wishes for the NAACP's Centennial Celebration, and commending 
members of the Santa Maria Branch of the NAACP for their courage and commitment to the fulfillment of 
freedom, justice and equality in the City of Santa Maria. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of 
Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 17'h day of March, 2009. 

Mayor Larry Lavagnino 
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