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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 5,2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

May 5,2009 

TO: City Council 

City Manager tt0 
Prepared by: Director of Public wor~ity Engineer 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Mayor proclaim May 17-23, 2009, as National Public Works Week in Santa Maria. 

BACKGROUND: 

President John F. Kennedy proclaimed National Public Works Week as an annual reminder 
of the many ways public works contributes to our quality of life. For many years, public 
works professionals across North America have applauded and shared the 
accomplishments of those in their profession. During this celebration, professionals take 
part in events and activities that increase public awareness of - and appreciation for - the 
public works profession. 

The American Public Works Association (APWA) sponsors "National Public Works Week" 
which is being observed this year from May 17-23, 2009. Since public works projects are 
vital to the growth and quality of life in any community, this year's theme "The Future is 
Now" promotes the efforts of the public works professionals. The City of Santa Maria is a 
charter member of the Central Coast Chapter of the APWA. The Santa Maria City Council 
has long supported the public works profession. Among the list of charter members are 
some familiar names from Santa Maria, including Frank W. Salfingere, William S. 
Litzenberg, Harold C. Rios, Sr., Bill Williams, Herbert E. Gerfen, Jesse D. Smith, Reese 
Riddiough, and William F. Martins, as well as Jim Stubchaer and Chuck Wagner from the 
County of Santa Barbara. 

DISCUSSION: 

In support of this year's theme, the City is sponsoring events to familiarize the community 
with public works. These events include educational visits to elementary schools and a 
bulletin board display in City Hall. 

a. WHITEHEAD, P.E. 
Director of Public Works/City Engineer 

1G 



• 

• 

Cit~ of Santa ~ria 
Santa Maria 

t·O'_ 
AI~Am"ica City 

Santa ~ria, California , III I! 
9?rocfamation 1998 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Santa Maria has always supported the role of 
the Department of Public Works as a vital ingredient to the community and an integral part of our 
citizens' evetyday lives; and 

WHEREAS, the support of an understanding and informed citizenry is vital to the efficient 
operation of public works systems and programs, such as delivery of clean water, wastewater 
collection and treatment, sewers and storm drains, streets and highways, public transit, public 
buildings, fleet services, and solid waste collection and disposal; and 

WHEREAS, the health, safety, and comfort of this community greatly depends on these 
facilities and services; and 

WHEREAS, the quality and effectiveness of these facilities, as well as their planning, 
design, and construction are vitally dependent upon the efforts and skill of public works officials; 
and 

WHEREAS, the efficiency of the qualified and dedicated personnel who staff public works 
departments is materially influenced by the people's attitude and understanding of the 
importance of the work they perform; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria, 
hereby proclaim the week of May 17 - 23, 2009 as 

"NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK" 

in the City of Santa Maria and call upon all citizens and civic organizations to acquaint 
themselves with the issues involved in providing our public works and to recognize the 
contributions which public works officials make every day to our health, safety, comfort, and 
quality of life. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the 
City of Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this S'h day of May, 2009. 

Larry Lavagnino, Mayor 
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