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FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 5, 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

May 5,2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Director of Utilities 

SUBJECT: WATER AWARENESS MONTH 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council proclaim the month of Mayas Water Awareness Month in the City 
of Santa Maria in conjunction with the California Water Awareness Campaign. 

BACKGROUND: 

The California Water Awareness Campaign is a year-long effort by organizations 
throughout California to heighten public awareness about conservation, supply, quality, 
and the distribution of water. Approximately 300 water agencies, businesses, and other 
organizations throughout California will participate in this year's campaign with the 
theme, "Nice Save!". 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger proclaimed a state of emergency in February due to 
a drought and ordered immediate action to deal with the crisis. It marked the first time a 
statewide drought emergency has been declared covering all counties. Although Santa 
Maria benefits from over 50,000 acre feet of water supply from various sources, it is 
prudent to conserve water - one of our most valuable natural resources. 

The Utilities Department, along with other water agencies in Santa Barbara County, will 
observe the month of Mayas Water Awareness Month, which helps educate 
Californians regarding water issues, encourages the wise use of water resources, and 
focuses on four aspects of water use: industry, drinking water, the environment, and 
agriculture. 

DISCUSSION: 

In support of this year's theme, the City will promote Water Awareness Month through 
public service announcements and press releases. The Utilities Department will also 
provide free water conservation kits (while supplies last) with other promotional items 
such as toilet tank banks, shower timers, and informative brochures. 

Fiscal Considerations: 

Costs associated with the distribution of water conservation kits and promotional items 
have been absorbed within the existing fiscal year budget allocations for 2008-09. An 
a ppropriation is not necessa ry. 
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Impact to the Community: 

The community and environment will benefit as citizens are motivated to use water 
wisely and learn water conservation techniques. 

4-G. SWEET, P.E. 
Director of Utilities 
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• City of Santa ~Ma 

Santa ~Ma, CaHfomia 

Wroc(amation 1998 

WHEREAS, water is one of the City of Santa Maria's most precious natural 
resources and a vital part of our economy and environment; and 

WHEREAS, residents and businesses within the area are conscientious of the 
need to conserve water during drought years and when water supplies are plentiful; and 

WHEREAS, the water programs of our State and Nation require the awareness 
and support of the general public to help protect our source waters from pollution; and 

WHEREAS, it is important for all Californians to use our precious water 
resources as efficiently as possible; and 

WHEREAS, water is a basic and essential need for humankind as our health, 
• comfort, and standard of living depend upon an abundant supply of clean water; 

• 

NOW THEREFORE, 1, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa 
Maria, hereby proclaim the month of May, 2009 as 

"WATER A WARENESS MONTH" 

in the City of Santa Maria, and do urge residents and businesses to increase their 
water awareness and make conservation a continuing way of life. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the 
Seal of the City of Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 5'" day of May, 2009. 

Larry Lavagnino, Mayor 


