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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 19, 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

May 19, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Fire Chief 

SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT (AFG) APPLICATION 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the Fire Department's 
submission of a series of Department of Homeland Security Assistance to 
Firefighters grant applications for $900,000 (vehicle acquisitions), $60,500 
(training), and $30,000 (thermal imaging cameras); and to authorize the Fire 
Chief to sign documents associated with this funding on behalf of the City. The 
resolution further authorizes the Director of Administrative Services to receive 
and appropriate any funds awarded through the AFG application. 

BACKGROUND: 

In the wake of the World Trade Center attacks of 9/11, the Department of 
Homeland Security announced the creation of the Assistance to Firefighters 
Grant program administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. A 
program of the National Preparedness Directorate in the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, grants are awarded to fire departments to enhance their 
ability to protect the public and fire service personnel from fire and related 
hazards. 

DISCUSSION: 

On April 13, 2009, the Fire Department received notification that the fiscal year 
2009 funding level for the AFG was set at $510 million. The Fire Department is 
applying for $990,500 to provide vehicles capable of meeting the Department's 
mission, search equipment, and for a series of training courses approved by the 
California State Board of Fire Services. 

The vehicle requests include an off-road Type III fire engine and a Type I water 
tender capable of providing portable water to the fringe areas of the City; and a 
specialized foam unit capable of suppressing flammable fuel fires in the City 
including the airport property. The search equipment includes two thermal 
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imaging cameras capable of assisting firefighters in smoky conditions. The 
training courses include four company officer related courses and one instructor • 
training course approved by the State Board of Fire Services. 

The Santa Maria Fire Department is a municipal fire department, however, the 
department has master mutual aid agreements that require our personnel be 
appropriately equipped when responding to wildland assignments on local, State 
and Federal assignments. 

Fiscal Considerations 

The Assistance to Firefighters Grant, if awarded in total would be $990,500. In 
this case, if all requests were approved, the Fire Department budget would be 
responsible for 20% matching funds, or $198,100. The City match will be 
financed through revenues received in excess of expenses for contract services 
provided by the Fire Department for mutual aid incidents and other sources 
within the Fire Department operating budget. 

Impact to the Community 

An award through the Department of Homeland Security's Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant will provide vehicles, equipment, and improved training for the 
Fire Department. If approved, this award will significantly impact the Fire 
De artment's ability to suppress fires more efficiently in areas within the City as • 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2009-67 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING THE 
SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE TO 

FIREFIGHTER GRANT FUNDS 

WHEREAS, in the wake of the World Trade Center attacks of 9/11. the 
Department of Homeland Security announced the creation of the Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant program administered by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA); and 

WHEREAS, FEMA has established fiscal year 2009 funding levels for the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant at $510 million; and 

WHEREAS, the Santa Maria Fire Department has determined a need to acquire 
additional vehicles capable of meeting the Department's mission, improved search 
equipment, and for a series of training courses approved by the California State Board 
of Fire Services; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of Santa Maria, California, as follows 

1. The submittal of the Assistance to Firefighters Grant application is hereby 
approved and directed. The Fire Chief is hereby authorized and directed to 
execute in the name of the City of Santa Maria all necessary forms hereto for 
the purpose of securing $990,500 in Assistance to Firefighters Grant funds to 
acquire additional vehicles capable of meeting the Department's mission, 
improved search equipment, and for a series of training courses approved by 
the California State Board of Fire Services. 

2. The Director of Administrative Services is hereby authorized and 
directed to receive and appropriate any funds awarded through the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant application. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Santa Maria, California, held this 19th day of May, 2009. 

Mayor 

ATTEST 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 
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