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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 3, 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

November 3, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: 
/'7 

Tim Ness, City Manager r------
Prepared by: Alexander Posada, Director of Recreation and ~rks 

SUBJECT: CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS PROPOSITION 84 LOCAL ASSISTANCE 
GRANT APPLICATION 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the application for $439,040 in 
Proposition 84 grant funding, administered by the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation. These funds will be used for demolition of outdated, ineffective sports field 
lighting fixtures at Simas Park Softball Field. In addition, new, automated, energy
efficient lights will be purchased and placed at the perimeter of the softball, soccer, and 
little league fields. This will result in additional open space being available for safe 
evening use. The total project cost is $439,040. 

• BACKGROUND 

• 

The intent is for applicants and the California Department of Parks and Recreation to 
cooperatively acquire, develop, and maintain outstanding properties in perpetuity for 
outdoor recreational purposes. It is important that quality recreational facilities are 
developed for people at the local level and Statewide. 

DISCUSSION 

The Recreation and Parks Department is working on the preparation and processing of 
this grant application. An authorizing resolution is a required element of the application 
package, in order to ensure that the jurisdiction is supportive of the application. 
However, the City may withdraw from the process at any time, prior to the expenditure 
of funds. 

It is proposed that the City apply for a grant allocation of $439,040 for the purchase and 
installation of new, energy-efficient lighting at Simas Park. The current lighting system 
is seriously inefficient due to the lack of coverage, age, and antiquated technology. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
This is a reimbursement program. The City of Santa Maria is expected to finance the 
entire project. Up to 100 percent of the actual project expenditures, not to exceed the 
grant amount, will be refunded when the project has been completed. 
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Other Agency Review. 
The Recreation and Parks Department will be working with the Engineering Division for • 
bidding, design, and installation of these improvements. 

Impact to the Community: 
By purchasing and installing new lighting and expanding the coverage, we will be able 
to lower the carbon footprint and reduce energy bills, while increasing safety by using 
well-lit fields. A reduction of staff time will also be a benefit, as the new system is 
automated, allowing lights to be turned on and off remotely. By increasing the 
efficiency, safety, and coverage, we will be able to provide longer hours of service to 
residents of Santa Maria. 
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