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FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 6, 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

October 6, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Lawrence W. Appel, Director of Community Development 

SUBJECT: GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT AND ZONE CHANGE FOR SANTA 
MARIA FIRE STATION #5, LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF PREISKER PARK, 330 HIDDEN PINES WAY, FILE NOS. GPZ-2009-
001, U-2009-021(PR), AND E-2009-028 (1.2 ACRES) 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council take the following actions: 

1. Adopt a resolution, authorizing the filing of a Negative Declaration, E-2009-028, for 
the Santa Maria Fire Station #5 Project, GPZ-2009-001 and U-2009-021 (PR); and 

2. Adopt a resolution amending the General Plan (Land Use Policy Map) of the 1.2 
acre site FROM ROS (Recreational Open Space) TO CF (Community Facilities), 
as described on Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B to the Resolution; and 

3. Introduce an Ordinance rezoning the 1.2 acre site FROM OS (Open Space) TO 
PF (Public Facilities), as described on Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B to the 
Ordinance. 

BACKGROUND: 

At its regularly scheduled meeting on September 16, 2009, the City Planning 
Commission adopted two resolutions (Planning Commission Resolution Nos. 2550 and 
2551, Attachments 1 and 2) recommending, on a 5-0 vote, that the City Council approve 
the Negative Declaration, and approve the General Plan amendment and zone change. 

DISCUSSION: 

Surrounding Land Uses and Zoning 
The development site is an approximately 1.2 acre site located in the southeast corner 
of the 38.9 acre Preisker Park (Attachment 3 - Vicinity Map). Preisker Park is an active 
and passive recreation facility within the urban development of Santa Maria; the park is 
surrounded on all sides by urban development. 

The zoning surrounding the project site is OS (Open Space) to the west and north, 
PD/R1 (Planned Development/Single Family Residential) to the south, and PD/FS 
(Planned Development/Freeway Service) to the east. Preisker Park is to the north and 
west of the proposed fire station site. Single-family homes are located to the south and 
to the northeast. To the east, across Preisker Lane, is the Filipino Community Center 
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and the "Boomers" amusement facility, and to the northeast are additional single-family 
homes. Table 1 identifies the adjacent land uses and zoning. 

Table 1 
Summarv Table of Present Land Uses and Zonina 

Direction EXisting Zoning Land Uses 

North Preisker Park OS (Open Space) 
- . - ._-

South Single Family Residences PD/R1 (Planned Development/Single 
-------- . ---

Famil}l Residential) 

East Commercial, Quasi-Public PD/FS (Planned 
i D~velopment/Freeway Service) 

----- ------

West Preisker Park ! OS (Open Space) 
I 

Details of Request 

• 

The proposal is to allow the Fire Station #5 project on a 1.2 acre portion of Preisker Park 
through the following discretionary actions: 

1. A General Plan (Land Use) amendment FROM ROS (Recreational Open • 
Space) TO CF (Community Facilities). 

2. A zone change FROM OS (Open Space) TO PF (Public Facilities). 

The proposed project includes Planning Commission review of a Project Review Permit, 
U-2009-021 (PR), to allow the development of Fire Station #5. The Planning Commission 
considered the site plan and building elevations (Attachments 4 and 5, respectively) 
concurrently with the General Plan Amendment and zone change on September 16, 
2009. The Project Review Permit was continued to the October 21, 2009 Planning 
Commission meeting to allow the City Council to take action on the Negative 
Declaration, General Plan Amendment and zone change. 

PROJECT ANALYSIS: 
Fire Station #5 is the second of two new fire stations (Fire Station #3, approved in 2008, 
being the first) located to provide service in the northern area of the City. 

General Plan Conformance 
The following goals, policies, and objectives of the General Plan Land Use Element 
address consistency and conformity between the proposed project and the General 
Plan. 

• GOAL 2 - Urban Services. Provide all necessary urban services and facilities 
for present and future City residents, which include providing sufficient land for 
community facilities (i.e., fire station, police station, library. cultural center). • 
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o POLlCY.2 - Infrastructure Timing, Ensure that all urban services and 
infrastructure are planned and provided for in a timely manner and sufficient 
land is reserved for this provision. 

• OBJECTIVE.2b - Coordinate land uses to match improvements to the 
urban infrastructure. 

• OBJECTIVE.2h - Ensure that adequate land is provided for those 
institutional and public activities which will serve new development 
consistent with the established standards of the General Plan. 

The City's practice is to locate public facilities, including fire stations, in the Community 
Facilities General Plan land use designation and the Public Facilities zoning district. 

The General Plan provides that the CF - COMMUNITY FACILITIES - land use 
designation allows a "range of public facilities, including schools and government 
buildings." The proposed General Plan designation of Community Facilities would be 
appropriate for the fire station site. The Fire Station #5 is a govemment building that 
provides vital services to the people living and working in and traveling through Santa 
Maria. 

The PF - Public Facilities District - is the appropriate zoning district for the proposed fire 
station. The PF district is intended to "provide for those uses and activities which serve the 
public and are generally conducted by government agencies or charitable and 
philanthropic nonprofit organizations." This zoning district permits "governmental buildings 
and facilities designed for public use and accommodation." 

Fiscal Considerations: 
Capital costs for land, construction, and equipment have always been included as part of 
the City's Growth Impact Mitigation Fee Program-first adopted in 1993. The City Budget 
will fund the operational costs for staffing, supplies, materials, and maintenance of the new 
station. The proposed site is owned by the City. Sufficient funding has been identified 
to fully cover construction and operation of the new facility, 

Impact to the Community: 
The new Fire Station #5 is part of the City Fire Department's StrategiC Planning, The 
Santa Maria Fire Department identified the need for additional fire stations for the 
northern portion of the City as strategic components to achieving a standard five-minute 
response time, Fire Station #5, which would serve the northwest quadrant, is the 
subject of this proposal for a General Plan amendment and zone change. The 
relocated Fire Station #3, which was approved by the City Council on June 3, 2008 and 
by the Planning Commission on June 18, 2008, would serve the northeast quadrant of 
the City. 

The proposed amendment will enhance the City's ability to continue to provide effective 
• services to the community. 
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Summary of Environmental Review Process: 
An Initial Environmental Study/Negative Declaration was prepared for this project 
(Attachment 6), and circulated for public review from August 12, 2009 through 
September 11, 2009, During the public review period, the Community Development 
Department received two comment letters, one from the Santa Barbara Air Pollution 
Control District and the other from the California Department of Fish and Game, 
requesting additional information to be included in the Initial Study/Negative Declaration. 

The additional information requested included the following: 

• Air emissions produced by the emergency generator; and 

• A statement in the project description describing the area of the site to be 
disturbed, cubic yards of cut and fill, the number of trees to be removed, and 
construction timing to avoid the nesting season of birds. 

The Initial Study/Negative Declaration was revised to include the additional information. 

No new significant effects were identified with this additional information, therefore in 
accordance with CEQA Section 15073.5, recirculation of the Initial Study/Negative 
Declaration is not required. 

EL, 
Director of Community Development 

ATIACHMENTS 
Attachment 1 - Planning Commission Resolution No. 2550 
Attachment 2 - Planning Commission Resolution No. 2551 
Attachment 3 - Vicinity Map 
Attachment 4 - Site Plan 
Attachment 5 - Elevation Plan 
Attachment 6 - Initial Environmental Study/Negative Declaration, E-2009-028 


