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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF September 15, 2009 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

September 15, 2009 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 

SUBJECT: RETIREMENT RESOLUTION FOR FIRE CHIEF FRANK ORTIZ 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution honoring and commending Fire Chief Frank 
Ortiz and congratulating him on his upcoming retirement. 

BACKGROUND: 

Frank Ortiz began his employment with the City of Santa Maria as Fire Chief on SI. 
Patrick's Day, March 17, 1997. During his twelve and a half years as Fire Chief, Frank 
has overseen the construction of two fire stations, increased the complement of fire 
fighters from 27 to 39, and modernized the Fire Department fleet and facilities. Chief 
Ortiz has initiated several service agreements with other agencies that have improved 
service levels and capabilities for our community and the State, including a local 
agreement with the Los Padres National Forest to provide personnel to augment their 
responses to mutual aid fire incidents and an agreement with the Santa Maria Public 
Airport District to provide Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting services. Under his 
administration, the Fire Department has been awarded several grants that have allowed 
the Department to expand their fleet to include a Breathing Support unit, an Urban 
Search and Rescue (USAR) vehicle and a State Office of Emergency Services Type 1 
fire engine. Other grants have provided new and replacement personal protective 
equipment for the firefighters and, more recently, the Department has applied for a grant 
to replace an existing station in the northwest portion of the City and build a new station 
in the northeast portion of the City. Through Chief Ortiz efforts, Fire Department 
personnel have completed the training required for the Department to be classified by 
the State as a USAR Type I Heavy provider and become participants of the USAR 
Regional Task Force 7 for Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties. During his last years 
with the Department he has implemented the use of a City-wide Community Alert and 
Notification system and has obtained grant funding to enhance emergency services in 
the City through partnerships with volunteer agencies and the media. Chief Ortiz has 
also been involved with a variety of community organizations, including the Santa Maria 
Rotary Breakfast, CASA, Toys for Tots, and the American Red Cross. 
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Chief Ortiz will be retiring on September 25, 2009, to travel with his wife Scottie, spend 
time with his family and enjoy his passion for Giants baseball and 4ger football. City 
staff would like to commend Fire Chief Frank Ortiz for his outstanding dedication and 
commitment to the City of Santa Maria and wish him well in all his future endeavors. 

Ttrf.: 
City Manager 
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City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Resolution No. 2009-128 
WHER1:.:AS, Fire Chief Frank Ortiz has been a valuable member of the Citv team SInce St. Patrick's Day, 

March 17, 1997; and 

WHEREAS, with 33 years of experience in the Fire Service, Chief Ortiz has left his professional mark on 

Santa Maria in many positive ways, from expanding services to modernizing the Fire Department fleet and 

facilities; and 

WHEREAS, over the last dozen years, Chief Ortiz has entered into agreements with both the Los Padres 

National Forest and the Santa Maria Public Airport District to provide assistance during mutual aid incidents and 

provide Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting services, respectively; and 

WHER1:..:AS, during his tenure, the Department has ohtained severa] grants that has enabled the 
departInent's fire suppression fleet to expand, as well as purchase and replace personal protective equipment for the 
firefighters; and 

WHEREAS, Chief Ortiz has implemented a City-wide Community Alert and Notification system and 
ohtained grant funding to improve emergency management through partnerships with volunteer agencies and the 

emedia;and 

e 

WHEREAS, his association with various community organizations such as the Rotary Club, the American 
Red Cross, CASA, and Toys for Tots has enriched the lives of many community members here on the central coast; 
and 

WHERhAS, Chief Ortiz will he retiring on September 25, 2009, to travel with his wife, spend time with his 
family and enjoy his passion for Giants baseball and 4ger football; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Santa Maria, 
California, as foHows: 

That (he Sa11t;1 Maria City Council hereby recognizes and comnlends Fire Chief Frank Ortiz for his many years of 
sen-icc and contributions to the S;uJla Maria Valley and we wishes him and hi.., wife Scottie happiness in all their 

future endeavors. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Santa Maria held this 15'" 
da\' of September, 2009. 

I\Llyor Larry Lavagnino 

ATTEST: 

Chid Deputy City Clerk 
Pat Perez 

Mayor Pro Tern Hilda Zacarias 

Councilmcmbcr Mike Cordero 

Councilmember Bob Orach 

Councilmembcr Alice Patino 


