
FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF AUGUST 17, 2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

August 17, 2010 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Tim Ness, City Manager 
Prepared by: Director of Community Development 

SUBJECT: SANTA MARIA SIGN ORDINANCE (SECTION 12-34) 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council receive a report on the sign ordinance and provide direction to 
staff on possible amendments to the ordinance based on options presented and after 
considering public input. 

BACKGROUND: 

Several issues have been raised recently concerning signs in the City. As such, staff 
has prepared a report to provide the Council with background on three types of signs: 
temporary (i.e. grand openings and political), sandwich board, and bowlfeather. We 
are also providing information on several other areas of the ordinance where we believe 
revisions are warranted. Staff is not asking Council to take action on the sign ordinance, 
now, except to provide direction on possible ordinance revisions. A copy of the sign 
ordinance has been included with this report as Attachment A. 

DISCUSSION: 

The Objectives Section of the City's sign ordinance clearly spells out why the ordinance 
is desired in our City. Section 12-34.02 states in part, "Signs can either have a 
positive or negative impact on the character and quality of the City. As a 
prominent part of the scenery, they attract or repel the viewing public, affect the 
safety of vehicular traffic, and set the tone of a neighborhood and the City." The 
ordinance provides some specific objectives to help control the use of signs. In 
summary, these objectives strive to: 

)0> Implement the City's community design set forth in the General Plan and 
Municipal Code 

)0> Maintain and enhance the City's appearance by regulating design, character, 
location, etc. 

)0> Serve the City's interests in maintaining and enhancing its visual appeal 

)0> Prevent degradation of visual quality resulting from excessive and poorly 
designed, located and maintained signs 

)0> Generally limit commercial signage to on-site locations to protect the aesthetic 
environment from visual clutter 
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~ Minimize the distraction of drivers 

~ Respect and protect the right of free speech by sign display 

~ Enable the fair, consistent, and effective enforcement of the sign regulations 

Any modifications to the sign ordinance need to be consistent with these objectives. To 
that end, staff will provide information on the three previously-mentioned sign types 
along with some possible options to amend the Municipal Code, if warranted. 

Temporary Signs (i.e. banners and political signs) 

Temporary signs under Section 12-34.05(d) provide an opportunity to display relatively 
inexpensive signs and banners for a short period of time within the City. The definition 
section gives two examples, grand openings and political, although there is no limit to 
the uses available for these signs. Several standards are identified when using these 
signs. The signs are limited to 30 days per calendar quarter. The size of the sign(s) is 
based on the width of the building as it faces a public street. For example, a 75-foot 
wide building would allow up to 32 square feet of signage for Commercial/Industrial 
uses and up to six square feet for Residential. Up to two signs are allowed as long as 
the size is not exceeded. Under the current code, no signs (other than for sale/lease) 
are permitted on vacant property. No fee is charged, but an application must be 
processed by Community Development. 

Through the review of temporary signs and recent discussions with Council, a number 
of problems have been identified as noted below: 

Vacant Land: Signs are not permitted on vacant land. Several vacant parcels within 
the city have been prime locations for political signs over the years. Given the 
temporary nature of the signs, staff does not believe that vacant lots pose a problem. 

Time The ordinance currently limits temporary signs to one 3~-day period 
within a calendar quarter. This provision has worked in the past primarily for banners 
and other signs that are advertising a short-term event or sale. However, it appears to 
hinder the use of political signs, especially during the June primary. Given the large 
number of people who vote by absentee ballots, it is possible that many could have 
completed their voting and returned the ballot before the political signs are even posted. 
No data is available to verify the significance of political signs versus other types of 
political advertising, but if Council is interested in addressing political signs through the 
temporary sign section of the ordinance, then staff could suggest something like 60 
consecutive days within a six-month time frame. 

Temporary Sign Options 

Temporary signs are the most difficult to regulate and enforce. The primary reason is 
that most businesses or organizations don't come into the department to seek approval. 
When they don't talk to staff, they don't know the requirements for placement of a sign 
and the time limit of 30 days. There are numerous examples of these signs around 
town where they have been up so long that they have faded, torn or partly fallen down. 
Any suggestion for amending this section of the sign ordinance will need to keep in 
mind the enforcement aspect. 
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1. Make no changes to the current ordinance. 

2. Direct staff to return with an ordinance amendment that extends the time limit of 
temporary signs from 30 days in a calendar quarter to 60 consecutive days within 
a six month time frame. 

3. Direct staff to amend the ordinance allowing vacant Commercialllndustrial-zoned 
land, as noted in Section 12-34-05(d)(3) to be utilized for temporary signs. 

Sandwich Board Signs 

Sandwich board signs, the self-supporting "A-frame" signs, have been permitted by the 
Sign Ordinance, Section 12-34(g). Very specific conditions were placed on their use, 
which for the most part have not been followed by local businesses. The signs were 
only supposed to be utilized within the area of the Downtown Specific Plan (DTSP). 
Two years ago, the Council made a decision to ban sandwich board signs, but provided 
a sunset clause in the ordinance that the ban would become effective two years later, 
on July 3, 2010. The sunset provision was instituted in an attempt to provide business 
owners with two more years to find alternate methods to advertise their businesses. 

In anticipation of the July 2010 ban, Community Development prepared a notice in 
English and Spanish to businesses that currently use the signs, informing them that the 
signs would not be allowed after July 3, 2010. The notice also suggested the use of 
temporary banners as an alternative. Code Compliance staff canvassed downtown 
areas for current signs and reported the names and addresses to Community 
Development so that the notices went to the actual address of the signs and not a 
mailing address of the property owner. 

A review of sandwich board signs in other agencies show that some permit the signs in 
limited areas while others are banned all together, as noted below: 

City of SLO: Private Commercial property, not in ROW, needs permit, 8 sq. ft. max. 

City of Buellton: Private Commercial property, not in ROW, needs permit, 8 sq. ft. 
max. 

City of Lompoc: Old Town District only, no permit, but Code Compliance will 
enforce, 6 sq. ft. max. 

City of Santa Barbara: Not Permitted 

City of Solvang: Not Permitted 

City of Goleta: Not Permitted 

County of Santa Barbara: Not Permitted 

A number of calls were received shortly after the notices were received by the 
businesses. Many owners were unaware of the sunset clause contained in the 
Municipal Code. Calls were forwarded to Code Compliance staff who then explained 
why the notices had been mailed. Compliance staff began enforcing the Code on July 
6th when the City opened after the holiday. The plan was to make courtesy stops at the 
businesses that still displayed the signs, requesting that the signs be removed. 
Citations were to be issued when it was clear that the owner was not complying with the 
ordinance after multiple warnings. 



At a recent Council meeting, some business owners spoke during the public comment 
period complaining that they had complied with the removal of the signs but other 
businesses were continuing their use. Code Compliance staff reported that due to a 
reduction in staffing during the recent budget cycle that they had fewer officers 
available to enforce the Municipal Code, including the sign ordinance. Staff returned a 
call to one of the speakers after the meeting and explained that the signs on his 
property were outside the boundaries of the Downtown Specific Plan, so he was not 
permitted, and never allowed, to use sandwich board signs on his property. 

A revised notice was prepared in conjunction with the City Attorney's Office to inform 
the businesses that were originally notified of the pending ban on the signs that there 
would be a suspension of enforcement pending the outcome of a discussion with City 
Council. Staff determined that of the 36 notices that were mailed, 22 of the businesses 
were not located within the Downtown Specific Plan area, and, therefore, not allowed to 
have sandwich board signs even before the sunset clause went into effect. 

One other issue to address when considering the possible use of sandwich board signs 
is that the two main road segments where the signs had previously been allowed are 
State Highways (Mainl Hwy 166, and Broadway/Hwy 135). Caltrans staff recently 
provided information to Community Development that any form of advertising within the 
right-of-way (ROW) is strictly prohibited (Section 721 (d), Streets and Highways Code). 
While individual right of way can vary from property to property, in general, the ROW 
covers the area from the curb to the back (far side) of the sidewalk. Knowing that 
Caltrans would not approve signs within the ROW, staff would not permit signs 
requested for these areas. That means signs can not be located in the ROW on Main 
or Broadway, which would greatly limit use of sandwich board signs through the central 
core of the City. 

Sandwich Board Sign Options 

1. Uphold the ban on all sandwich board signs. This option is consistent with the 
direction given by City Council when the original date was extended to July 3, 
2010. By upholding the ban, the City Council would recognize that the objectives 
of the sign ordinance, particularly addressing protection of the aesthetic 
environment from visual clutter, take precedence over the need for signs at this 
time. 

2. Direct staff to return with an ordinance amendment that would extend the sunset 
clause for an additional period of time, citing the need to continue economic 
assistance to businesses within the DTSP area. This option would put economic 
viability of the DTSP ahead of potential concerns over sign blight. 

3. Direct staff to return with an ordinance amendment that opens the use of 
sandwich board signs in all commercially zoned districts of the city. This option 
could easily open the City to hundreds of new signs not currently permitted. 

4. If #2 or #3 is selected, direct staff to amend the ordinance to clarify that only one 
sign is permitted, and include a maximum time frame of 60 consecutive days 
within six months, as in Option #2 for the Temporary signs. 

If any form of sign extension or revision is granted by Council, staff would continue to 
require review and approval from Planning, and depending on location, might require an 
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encroachment permit. If an expanded program is granted (and not just an extension of 
the time for businesses within the DTSP area) then staff would propose to return to 
Council with a standardized sign format to be utilized throughout the area identified for 
use of these signs. It should be noted that in all the businesses that received notice of 
the ordinance, only one sign had ever been reviewed. Any reactivation of the signs will 
need assistance from Code Compliance to ensure that all future signs comply with the 
ordinance. 

Bow/Feather Signs 

A memo was prepared by the Community Development Director to the City Manager on 
April 28, 2010 which identified a number of problems with signs in the City. That memo 
was forwarded to Councilmembers at the time. One issue highlighted the proliferation 
of the bow/feather signs, which can be generally described as an animated sign (due to 
the flapping of the nylon material) supported by a pole that ranges in height from 6-10 
feet tall. Some of the signs have been mounted to buildings or roofs, but most often are 
ground mounted. 

This type of sign was clearly not considered when the sign ordinance was revised in 
2005. Unfortunately, the signs are currently unregulated, which has resulted in some 
businesses displaying 1-6 of these signs on a single parcel. Examples of these signs 
are included in Attachment B. 

A review of other local agencies shows that the signs are either not allowed or are 
restricted. Buellton considers them as flags and only allows them to be used with the 
sale of new housing tracts. Santa Barbara County considers them animated signs and 
prohibits them outright in their land use development code. Lompoc informed staff that 
they permit the signs, but for only 30 days, just like temporary banners. 

Bow/Feather Sign Options 

The Council will have the same range of options for these signs as with the sandwich 
board signs. Again, it will be important that any revisions to the sign ordinance reflect 
consistency with the Objectives, as previously discussed above. If the Council wants to 
ban the sign all together, staff can clarify wording in the ordinance to specifically 
exclude bow/feather signs. All options are noted below. 

1. Direct staff to clarify wording in the Sign Ordinance indicating bow/feather signs 
are not permitted. Direct Code Compliance to advise business owners to 
remove all the signs, after a grace period of 60 days. 

2. Direct staff to return with an ordinance amendment that allows the use of 
bow/feather signs in all commercially zoned districts of the City, provided the 
signs comply with the Temporary Sign provisions of the Sign Ordinance (limited 
time to display), and limit the number of signs to one per legal lot. 

3. Direct staff to return with an ordinance amendment that allows the use of 
bow/feather signs in all commercially zoned districts of the city. Limit the number 
of signs to only one sign per legal lot. This option could open the City to 
hundreds of new signs not currently permitted. 

4. Direct staff to return with an ordinance amendment that allows the use of 
bow/feather signs in all commercially zoned districts. Limit one sign per legal lot, 
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requiring these signs be included in the calculation of the maximum square 
footage of sign age as those that currently apply to the building to which the signs 
are affixed. 

If staff is given direction to legalize this type of sign, it could open the door to many 
hundreds of new signs. The City has about 980 commercially-zoned parcels with about 
400 of them located along the Broadway and Main Street corridors. All of these 
business owners could request signs. When multi-tenant centers are factored in, the 
number grows even more. The economic vitality of businesses in general needs to be 
carefully weighed with the overall negative visual impact that could be created. Also, 
given the nature of these signs, it would be necessary to include a replacement 
provision so when signs become frayed and faded from the wind and weather, they 
would be removed or replaced. Any ordinance revision will require ground mounting 
and limit the height to eight feet. 

General Revisions 

The last major revision to the sign ordinance was approved by City Council in August 
2005 with a few amendments in May 2008. Since that time, staff has worked with the 
new ordinance and has identified a number of areas that could use some clarification. 
Staff is not asking for Council action on these items at this time. These will be brought 
back at a later date when draft text will be available for review. For now, those 
proposed changes, along with a brief description, are identified below: 

:.- Revise method to calculate sign area 

:.- Consider monument sign area independent of wall sign area 

:.- Consider allowing double post signs 

:.- Revisit freeway sign regulations 

:.- Resolve conflict between master sign plan and multi-tenant sign plan 

:.- Clarify provisions in non-conforming sign section 

Revise method to calculate sign area. The current method uses the building frontage 
as viewed from a street as the basis for calculating sign area. There are a multitude of 
buildings in town that are not visible from a street. Eliminate the "viewing" aspect of this 
provision and revert back to the physical width of a building or the parcel as the basis 
for sign area. 

Consider monument sign area independent of wall sign area. The previous code 
allowed monument signs as a separate sign. The current code no longer allows such 
and a 'fairness' question has resulted through the administration of the current code. 

Consider allowing double post signs. These were allowed previously and can be as 
attractive as monument signs. However, monument signs are becoming increasingly 
expensive for businesses. 

Revisit freeway sign regulations. Signage along the freeway is vital for freeway 
businesses and the freeway traveler. The current code has height limitations that, 
some may say, do not benefit the freeway businesses or the freeway traveler. 
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Resolve conflict between master sign plan and mUlti-tenant sign plan. Clarify that an 
approved master sign plan over-rides individual tenant sign regulations of the code. 

Clarify provisions in non-conforming sign sector. Add wording to clarify certain 
provisions in this section of the code, in particular, clarify structural alterations which 
extend the useful life. 

Conclusion 

For the most part, the City's sign ordinance has served its citizens well over the years. 
However, with the advent of new types of advertising and signage, it is necessary to 
amend the ordinance from time to time. Staff has provided a number of options for 
Council's consideration. Based on City Council direction after public input, staff is 
prepared to make the necessary revisions and bring them back for consideration. 
''Temporary signs," such as banners; sandwich board signs; and bow/feather signs are 
all considered "temporary signs." Therefore, should the City Council direct staff to 
amend each type of sign such that each is allowed to be displayed for up to four 
months each year (two consecutive periods of 60 days in any six month period), staff 
recommends that business owners not be able to request approval for one of each sign 
type. Business owners would only be able to display one type of temporary sign. If so 
directed, text will be added to the ordinance that only allows a business to display one 
type of "temporary sign" for up to 60 consecutive days, twice in a 12-month period. 
Please refer to the Decision Matrix for a summary of the various actions that can be 
taken by City Council (Attachment D). 

No matter how well the sign ordinance is revised, it is up to Code Compliance to ensure 
that the Objectives and Standards are met. Despite the size of the City's compliance 
office, this will be more difficult than ever due to recent reductions in staffing. With any 
revisions, it will be important to inform businesses and organizations around town of the 
requirements for signage. The efforts of Code Compliance staff can be lessened with a 
successful public relations program. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
The department currently charges $92.30 for sign review. This charge does not come 
close to covering large sign plans. Through the on-going fee workshop process, staff 
will be recommending additional fees to cover master sign plans and multi-tenant signs 
in an effort to recoup a greater percentage of the actual cost to staff. There is no 
charge for temporary signs, including sandwich board signs. There are no plans to 
change this service. 

Impact to the Community: 
This report began by identifying the Objectives of the sign ordinance which emphasized 
the need to maintain and enhance its visual appeal. At the same time, it attempts to 
prevent degradation of visual quality resulting from excessive signage and poorly 
designed, located and maintained signs. These Objectives must be weighed against 
the need to advertise as a "life blood" of a business. While there are a number of 
advertising strategies that businesses utilize, the most basic is the sign affixed to the 
business. In recent years, the department has allowed the use of sandwich board signs 
within the DTSP area to enhance business by bringing attention to the downtown core. 
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That method of advertising has been removed based on the sunset clause in the sign 
ordinance. The bow/feather sign has taken the City by storm. While it draws attention 
to a business, its current unregulated form has become a distraction and nuisance. 
With Council's direction, staff hopes to balance the economic needs of the business 
community with the Objectives of the sign ordinance. 

LAWRENCE W. A 
Director of Community Development 

Attachments: 

Attachment A - Section 12-34, Sign Ordinance 
Attachment B - Bow/Feather sign examples 
Attachment C - Map of DTSP and Four Square Mile areas 
Attachment D - Sign Decision Matrix 

cc: City Clerk 



CHAPTER 12-34 SIGNS 

Section 12-34.0 I. Purpose. 
The purpose of this Chapter is to regulate signs located on private property within the City and on property 

owned by public agencies other than the City and over which the City has zoning and· land use regulatory power. 
(Ord. 2005-09, eff. 9/2/05; Ord. 92·19, eff. 12/31/92) 

Section 12-34.02 Objectives. 
Signs can have either a positive or negative impact on the character and quality of the City. As a prominent part 

of the scenery, they attract or repel the viewing public, affect the safety of vehicular traffic, and set the tone of a 
neighborhood and the City. The objectives of this Chapter include the following: 

(a) To implement the City's community design and safety standards as set forth in the Cjty's General Plan, 
specific plans, and Municipal Code. 

(b) To maintain and enhance the City's appearance by regulating the design, character, location, number, type, 
size, illumination, and maintenance of signs. 

(c) To serve the City's interests in maintaining and enhancing its visual appeal for residents, tourists, and other 
visitors, by preventing the degradation of visual quality which can result from excessive and poorly designed, 
located, or maintained signage. 

(d) To generally limit commercial signage to on-site locations in order to protect the aesthetic environment 
from the visual clutter associated with the unrestricted proliferation of signs, while providing channels of 
communication to the public. 

(e) To limit the size, number, and construction of signs to levels that reasonably allow for the free 
communication of ideas, consistent with the other purposes of this ordinance. 

(f) To encourage signs that are appropriate to the zoning district in which they are located and consistent with 
the permitted and conditional uses applied to the subject property. 

(g) To establish sizes of signs in relationship to the scale of the lot and building on which the signs are to be 
placed or to which they pertain. 

(h) To minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public and private property, including streets, 
sidewalks, roads, and highways. 

(i) To protect and improve pedestrian and vehicular safety by balancing the need for signs that facilitate the 
safe and smooth flow of traffic (e.g., directional signs and on-site signs) without an excess of sign age which may 
distract drivers or overload the mental capacity to quickly receive and interpret infonnation. 

U) To reduce hazardous situations, confusion, and visual clutter caused by the proliferation, placement, 
illumination, animation and excessive height, and area and bulk of signs which compete for the attention of 
pedestrians and motorists. 

(k) To respect and protect the right of free speech by sign display, while reasonably regulating the structural, 
locational, and other non-communicative aspects of signs, generally for the public health, safety, and welfare, and 
specifically to serve the public interests in community aesthetics, traffic, and pedestrian safety. 

(I) To enable the fair, consistent, and effective enforcement of the sign regulations of the City. (Ord.2005-09, 
eff. 9/2/05; Ord. 92-19, eff. 12/31/92) 

Section 12-34.03. Definitions. 
(a) Balloon or Blimp: An airtight bag, possibly rigid or semi-rigid, which will rise and float above the earth when 
filled with hot air or gas. 
(b) Banner: A type of temporary sign made of paper, cloth, plastic or similar material held in place by string, cable 
or rope, not using an independent structure for support. 
(c) Bulletin Board: A pennanently constructed sign containing a surface area that may have interchangeable letters, 
words, or numerals. 
(d) Building Face: The exterior surface of any building, regardless of frontage. 
(e) Building Street Frontage: The building elevations facing a street, plaza or mall. Where the building contains 
multiple uses it shall be linear frontage of that portion of the building between the occupancy separation walls. 
Buildings at the comer of two street frontages may count the building frontage facing both street frontages. 
(I) Building Official: A title recognized by the City of Santa Maria and the International Code Council (ICC) 
responsible for interpretation. effectuation and enforcement of the California Building Codes including, but not 
limited to the International Building Code (IBC). 
(g) Canopy/Awning Sign: A sign mounted or painted on a canopy or awning. 
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(h) Code Compliance Officer: An employee of the City Attorney's Office responsible for the investigation and 
enforcement of Municipal Code violations. 
(i) Commercial Sign: Any sign, wording, logo, picture, transparency, mechanical device, or other representation 
that is intended to attract attention to a commercial or industrial business, occupancy, product, goods, service, or 
other commercial or industrial activity for a commercial or industrial purpose. 
(j) Construction Project or Subdivision Sign: A sign erected in conjunction with a construction project. 
(k) Directional Structure: A noncommercial, on-site structure, the purpose of which is to facilitate safe vehicular or 
pedestrian travel by directing pedestrians or vehicles to specific on-site locations, such as parking spaces, special 
drive-up or walk-up sen'ices, exits, and public restrooms. 
(I) Director: The Director of Community Development. 
(m) Directory Sign: A wall or monument sign that may list the names of businesses in an office or retail complex 
and the corresponding building, suite or room number/letter. 
(n) Downtown Specific Plan: A plan which outlines specific regulations for a particular geographical area as 
defined in the adopted Downtown Specific Plan. 
(0) Four Square Mile Area: The original townsite as defined in Section 12-32.07A(a) of the Municipal Code. 
(p) Freestanding (Pole) Sign: A sign not attached to a building that is constructed upon, or affixed to, the ground by 
means of columns, poles, or similar structural components. Freestanding (pole) signs are prohibited pursuant to 
Section 12-34.11 (i) of this Chapter. 
(q) Freeway Interchange Tower: An architecturally designed structure not exceeding 75 feet in height that is 
approved by the Planning Commission through a Planned Development or Conditional Use Permit. 
(r) Freeway Sign: A freestanding sign designed to be viewed from vehicles traveling Highway 101 and located on 
Freeway Service (FS) zoned property. 
(s) Height of Sign, Maximum: The distance from the lowest adjacent finish grade within three feet of the base of 
the sign to the top of its highest element. 
(t) Illuminated Sign - External: A sign which is illuminated by use oflighting from a source outside of the sign. 
(u) Illuminated Sign - Internal: A sign which is illuminated by use oflighting installed inside the sign. 
(v) Institution: All governmental, religious, and charitable organizations. 
(w) Master Sign Plan: A plan outlining the design, location, size, number, materials, and construction of sign 
structures for any multi~tenant site in order to ensure continuity of design within the project and to provide for 
equitable distribution between tenants of allowable sign area. Previously approved Uniform Sign Programs shall 
constitute a Master Sign Plan under this Chapter. 
(x) Memorial Signs or Tablets: Signs or tablets cut into masonry surfaces or constructed of bronze or other 
incombustible materials mounted on a solid base or on one or more uprights. 
(y) Monument Sign: A sign affixed to a solid base and installed on a landscaped, concrete or other solid surface on 
the project site. 
(z) Noncommercial Sign: A sign that does not name, advertise, or call attention to a commercial or industria1 
business, commodity, product, goods, service, or other commercial or industrial activity for a commercial or 
industrial purpose. 

(aa) Off-Site Sign: A commercial sign not located on the site of the business or entity indicated or advertised by 
the sign, or a commercial sign advertising a commodity, good, product, service or other commercial or industrial 
activity which originates on a site other than where the sign is maintained. 

(bb) On-Site Sign: A commercial sign which directs attention to a commercial or industrial occupancy, business, 
commodity, product, goods, service, or other commercial or industrial activity conducted, sold, or offered upon the 
site where the sign is maintained. For purposes of this Chapter, all signs with noncommercial speech messages shall 
be deemed to be on-site, regardless of location. 

(cc) Painted Sign: A sign that is painted directly on a wall or other surface, and does not project from the 
surface to which it is applied. 

(dd) Peale The highest point of a roof. 
(ee) Pennanent Sign: Any sign which is constructed to be lasting and enduring, remaming unchanged in 

character, condition (beyond normal wear and tear) and position and in a pennanent manner affixed to the ground, 
wall, or building. 

(ft) Projecting Sign: A sign attached to, and projecting from, the face of the roof of a structure, canopy, or 
marquee. 

(gg) Roof Sign: A sign erected upon a roof or eave of a roof. or erected upon an awning of a structure, which is 
wholly or partially supported by said structure and includes a sign projecting above the eave or parapet of a roof. 

(hh) Sandwich Board Structure: A small, single or multi-sided type of sign placed on the ground. 
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(ii) Sign: Any device, fixture, placard, or structure, including its component parts, which draws attention to an 
object, product, place, activity, opinion, person, institution, organization, or place of business, or which identifies or 
promotes the interests of any person and which is to be viewed from any public street, road, highway, right-of-way, 
or parking area. 

OJ) Valet sign: A moveable support structure which contains a single support element or post used to display 
signage not pennanently affixed to the ground. 

(kk) Non-Confonning Sign: A sign which existed as a legal sign prior to the effective date of this Ordinance 
which is in conflict with the provisions of this Chapter. 

The following are not within the definition of sign for the regulatory purposes of this chapter: 
(I) Any public or legal notice required by a court or public agency; 
(2) Decorative or architectural features of building, except letters, trademarks, or moving parts; 
(3) Symbols of noncommercial organizations or concepts including, but not limited to, religious or 

political symbols, when such are pennanently integrated into the structure of a penn anent building which is 
otherwise legal; 

(4) Time and temperature devices; 
(5) Signs on street legal vehicles, license plates, license plate frames, registration insignia, including 

noncommercial messages, messages relating to the business or service of which the vehicle is an instrument or tool 
(not including general advertising), and messages relating to the proposed sale, lease, or exchange of the vehicle; 

(6) Traffic, directional, emergency, warning or infonnational signs required or authorized by a 
governmental agency having jurisdiction; 

(7) Pennanent memorial or historical signs, plaques, or markers; 
(8) Public utility signs; and 
(9) Newsracks. 

(ll) Sign Structure: A structure which supports a sign. 
(mm)Sign Tower: An architecturally designed structure not exceeding 25 feet in height that is pennitted in the C

and C-2 zoning districts and approved by the Planning Commission through a Planned Development Pennit or 
Conditional Use Pennit. 

(no) Special Projects: A division of the Administrative Services Department of the City of Santa Maria charged 
with managing grants and special development projects. 

(00) Temporary Sign: A sign constructed of expendable material such as paper, plastic, cloth, or wood intended 
to be displayed for a short period of time. Pennants, banners, and similar devices are also included in this category. 
Temporary signs may serve many functions such as grand opening signs or political signs. 

(pp) Wall Sign: A sign which is attached directly to, and parallel with, the building face or painted upon the wall 
or marquee of a building or structural part thereof. 

(qq) Window Sign: A sign painted, printed, attached, glued, hung or otherwise affixed to a window so that it is 
visible. A window sign is a type of wall sign and may be located inside or outside of a building and either shall 
constitute a sign and is subject to the provisions of this Chapter. (Ord. 2008-10, eff. 7/3/08; Ord. 2005-09, eff. 
9/2/05; Ord. 92-19, eff. 12/31/92) 

Section 12-34.04. General Requirements. 
(a) Applicability. This Chapter regulates signs located on private property within all zoning districts of the City 

and on property owned by public agencies other than the City and over which the City has zoning and land use 
regulatory power. Except where otherwise expressly provided in this Chapter, all signs located in such areas of the 
City shan be erected and maintained in conformity with this Chapter. 

(b) Sign Pennit Required. Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, it is unlawful for any person to place, 
erect, structurally or electrically alter (not including a change in sign copy of sign face), move or display or maintain 
any temporary or permanent sign without first obtaining a sign pennit from the Community Development 
Department in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter. No sign penn it is required for cleaning or other 
nonnal maintenance of a properly approved sign, unless a structural or electrical change is made. 

(c) Owner's Consent Required. The consent of the property owner is necessary before any sign may be erected 
on any private property or public sidewalk within the City. 

(d) Noncommercial Signs. Noncommercial signs are allowed whenever commercial signage is pennitted and 
are subject to the same standards and total maximum allowances per site or building of each sign type specified in 
this Chapter. For purposes of this Chapter, all noncommercial free speech messages are deemed to be on-site, 
regardless of location. 

(e) Substitution of Noncommercial Message. Subject to the consent of the property owner, a noncommercial 
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message of any type may be substituted for all or part of the commercial or noncommercial message on any sign 
allowed under this Chapter. No special or additional approval is required to substitute a noncommercial message for 
any other message on an allowable sign, provided the sign structure is already approved or exempt from the 
approval requirement and no structural or electrical change is made. When a noncommercial message is substituted 
for any other message, however, the sign is still subject to the same design, size, locational, and structural 
regulations (e.g., color, materials, height, size, illumination, maintenance, duration of display, etc.) as well as all 
building and electrical code requirements, as would apply if the sign were used to display a commercial message. In 
the event of any perceived or actual conflict between the general provisions of this subsection and any other specific 
provisions in this Chapter, the provisions of this subsection shall prevail. 

(f) Substitution of Commercial Messages. Substitution of a commercial message is not automatically allowed 
in a place where only a noncommercial message is allowed. In addition, no off-site commercial messages may be 
substituted for on-site commercial messages. 

(g) Construction Materials. All penn anent signs shall be constructed of wood, metal, plastic, ceramic tile, glass 
or like material (or paint on a building such as a painted wall sign) as approved by the Director of Community 
Development. 

(h) Area of Signs. 
(I) A "Double-Face Sign" with parallel planes, back-to-back, not more than 24 inches apart, shall count as 

a single sign and only one side shall be counted for the total sign area. 
(2) In the case of a multi-face sign other than a double-faced sign, the outer dimensions of all the sign 

faces shall be combined. The sign area shall be the total area of all the faces. 
(3) In the event a sign falls under more than one sign definition, the more restrictive sign regulations found 

in this Chapter shall apply. 
(4) Sign face changes to a legally established sign which do not structurally alter the sign (including sign 

area and configuration) shall not require a sign pennit. 
(5) The total sign area allowed on a parcel shall be calculated as the sum of the sign areas of all signs on 

the parcel except directional structures and temporary signs. 
(6) The total sign area allowed on a parcel shall be equal to one square foot of sign for each lineal foot of 

building street frontage facing perpendicular to a street to which buildings front. 
Exceptional Circumstances: For buildings with minimal or no building street frontage, the Zoning 

Administrator shall alJow sign area based on that portion of the building street frontage that would be viewable 
perpendicular to the street without the existing configuration. The sign area shall be equal to one square foot of sign 
area for each lineal foot of building street frontage. 

i. In the case of multiple buildings on a parcel the total sign area shaH be equal to one square foot of 
sign area for each one foot length of all buildings facing a street when viewed perpendicular from a public street. If 
a portion of a building is blocked from view from a public street, only that portion (length) of a building visible 
when viewed perpendicular from the street shall be counted towards sign area. 

ii. An unobstructed building at a comer of two or more public streets may utilize the aggregate of 
building length of two or more public streets when applying sign area when viewed perpendicular from the public 
streets. 

iii. On a multi-tenant or multi-building site, a master sign plan shall be prepared by the owner for 
review and approval by the Community Development Department. The purpose of the master sign plan is to insure 
compliance with this chapter, promote continuity of sign design and to spread the amount of sign area permitted 
among the buildings and businesses within a multi-building site. 

IV. Buildings on Jots with 25 feet of street frontage or less shaH be peIDlitted a sign area not exceeding 
25 square feet. 

v. The total allowable sign area on a parcel located on a comer of two public streets shall be 
pennitted an additional amount of sign area equal to one (l) square foot of sign area for each lineal foot of building 
facing the side street frontage, facing perpendicular to the public (side) street. 

Bonus Sign Area: The total sign area shall be increased by 25% for buildings that have a height of 
20 feet or more of habitable interior space. 

(7) The area of a sign shall be calculated by fonning a box to enclose the entire sign. The box must be a 
continuous line consisting of not more than eight straight lines that form right angles. The area within the box shall 
be the sign area. 

(8) The supporting structure of any sign, including pole(s), monument base or masonry veneer, shall not 
be included in detennining the sign area. 

(9) Any project involving multiple tenants in one complex, such as a shopping center, shall submit a 

12-34-4 



master sign plan illustrating sign type, area and location for all signs in the project. The intent of the master sign 
plan is to encourage sign continuity in the complex. Temporary signage shall be allowed in accordance with Section 
12-34.05(d) upon receipt ofa complete Master Sign Program. 

(i) Location. All sign structures shaff comply with sight distance requirements for corner visibility of 
pedestrians and vehicles (Sec. 12-27-03). 

U) Architecturally Designed Freeway Interchange Towers. Where necessary to implement the adopted policies 
of the General Plan and to promote the purposes of this ordinance or the findings supporting it, the Planning 
Commission, through a Planned Development Permit or Conditional Use Permit (ref. Chapter 35 of Title 12), may 
permit, or conditionally penn it, freeway interchange towers within 1,000 feet of freeway interchanges. The towers 
shall not exceed a height of 75 feet above finished grade. No more than two such towers shall be constructed at each 
interchange. The total sign area for each tower shall not exceed 400 square feet. The design of the Freeway 
Interchange Tower must be consistent with the adopted General Plan. The Towers must make a positive design 
statement for the City of Santa Maria, be architecturally compatible with the architecture of the adjoining buildings, 
and mu.')t include substantia! adjacent Jandscaping. 

(k) Architecturally Designed Sign Towers Along Primary and Secondary Arterial Streets. The Planning 
Commission, through a Planned Development Permit or Conditional Use Pennit (ref. Chapter 35 of Title 12) may 
pennit, or conditionally penn it, sign towers in the C-I and C-2 wning districts along Primary and Secondary 
Arterial Streets as defined in the Circulation Element of the General Plan. The sign towers shall not exceed a height 
of 25 feet above finished grade. The total sign area shall not be greater than 200 square feet per tower. The design of 
the Sign Towers must be consistent with the adopted General Plan. The Sign Tower must make a positive design 
statement for the City of Santa Maria, be architecturally compatible with the architecture of the adjoining buildings, 
and must include substantial adjacent landscaping. 

(I) Illumination. Illumination shall be allowed on all signs upon the approval of a sign permit. Illuminated 
signs may be lighted either by exterior or interior means. Illuminated signs shall be designed in such a manner as to 
avoid glare or reflection of light on private property in the surrounding area or onto public right-of-way. 
Illumination of signs shall comply with all adopted model building codes of the City of Santa Maria. 

(m) Limitation on Number of Signs affixed to a building. No more than four (4) signs shall be pennitted on any 
building face for a single tenant. 

(n) Maintenance. All signs shall be maintained in a neat and orderly appearance, including, but not limited to, 
repairing all holes, tears, fading, chipping, structural defects, and partial or full loss of illumination. 

(0) Highway 101 Bonus Sign Area. Property owners (of buildings that are abutting Highway 101) shall be 
entitled to an additional fifty (50) square feet of sign area that may only be applied to a wall sign facing Highway 
101. (Ord. 2008-10, eff. 7/3/08; Ord. 2005-09, eff. 9/2/05; Ord. 98-11, eff. 12/3/98; Ord. 92-19, eff. 12/31/92) 

Section 12-34.05. Standards by Sign Type. 
(a) Wall Sign. 

(1) Maximum Height: Not to exceed the eave or parapet of the roof. 
(2) Permitted Zones: C-I, C-2, CPO. CC, FS, C-M, M-I, M-2, SP (subject to specific plan), PF, AS J, II 

and III, and in residential zoning districts. 
(3) Sign Permit Needed: Yes. 
(4) A wall sign may encumber no greater than eighty percent (80%) of the building street frontage width. 
(5) Window signs may not exceed 25% of an overall window area per building face. When displayed in 

excess of 30 days per calendar quarter; a window sign is a penn anent sign and shall be counted against the total 
allowed sign area. 

(6) A wall sign may not exceed 25% of an overall window area per building face. 
(b) Monument Sign. 

(1) Maximum Height: 6 feet in residential zones; 8 feet in commercial or industrial zones, as measured 
from adjacent finished grade. 

(2) Monument signs may be placed on landscaped mounds. All landscaped mounds shall comply with the 
development standards of Section 12-44 (landscaping) providing that mound slopes may not be steeper than 2 to 1 
and no higher than three feet. 

(3) Monument Base: A monument sign must be supported by a solid base equal to or greater than 60 
percent of the sign width obscuring one or more upright supports. 

(4) Permitted Zones: C-I, C-2, CPO, CC, FS, C-M, M-I. M-2, SP (subject to specific plan), PF, AS J, II 
and III ;zones, and in residential zoning districts. 

(5) Sign Permit Needed: Yes. 
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(6) All monument signs shall comply with sight distance requirements. (Sec. 12-27-03) 
(7) The maximum monument sign area shall be fifty (50) square feet in all commercial (C-I, C-2, CC, 

CPO, FS), industrial (M-I, M-2, CM), open space, public facilities and airport (I, II, III) zoning districts. The 
maximum monument sign area shall be thirty-five (35) square feet in all residential (RA, R-I, RSL-I, R-2, R-3 and 
RMH) zoning districts. 

(8) Number of monument signs permitted shall be limited to one (1) monument sign for each one hundred 
and twenty~five linear feet of parcel frontage along a public street except that, upon the request of the applicant, 
monument signs closer to each other than an aggregate of 125 linear feet of parcel frontage along a public stred 
shall be permitted when within fifty (50) feet of the main entrances/exits of developments, such as a shopping center 
or office complex. 

(c) Ditectional Structures. 
(I) Maximum height: 4 feet for ground mounted structures 
(2) Maximum Area: 4 square feet for ground mounted structures; 6 square feet for wall mounted 

structures. 
(3) Special Limitation: Directional structures shall only contain the infonnation stated in Section 12-34-

OJ(k). 

(4) Permitted Zones: C-I, C-2, CPO, CC, FS, C-M, M-I, M-2, SP (subject to specific plan), PF, AS I, II 
and ITI zoning districts. 

(5) Permit Needed: Yes (no fee permit) 
(d) Temporary SigolBanner, 

(I) Maximum Height: Not to exceed roof eave line of nearest building or building to which it is affixed. 
(2) Maximum Area: A banner or temporary sign may be installed at a ratio of 32 square feet of sign area 

(in commercially or industrially zoned properties). or 6 square feet of sign area (in residentially zoned properties) for 
each 75 feet of width of the side(s) of a building facing a public street. 

For instance: 

Building Width 
(feet) 

75 

150 

225 

300 

Sign Area (square feet) 
Commercialllndustrial Zones 

32 

64 

96 

128 

Sign Area (square feet) 
Residential Zones 

6 

12 

18 

24 

(3) Permitted Zones: R-I, RSL-I, R-2, R-3, RMH, C-I, C-2, CPO, CC, FS, C-M, M-I, M-2, SP (subject to 
specific plan), PF, AS I, II and III zoning districts. 

(4) Sign Permit Needed: Temporary sign authorization required and may be given over the counter at the 
City of Santa Maria Community Development Department. 

(5) Permitted Time: Temporary signs may not be utilized for more than 30 days per calendar quarter. 
Except sandwich board signs may be utilized for an indefinite period of time when in full compliance 

with Chapter 34, including Section 12-34.05(g). 
(6) Banners shall be made of flexible, non-rigid material that cannot support itself. 
(7) Temporary signs shall not be subtracted from the total allowable permanent sign area. 
(8) A maximum of two temporary signs may be permitted as long as the total allowable temporary sign 

area is not exceeded. 
(e) Projecting Sign_ 

(I) Maximum Height: Not to exceed eave or parapet line of wall or structure to which projecting sign is 
attached. (Note: Bottom of sign shall be a minimum of 8 feet from ground to provide proper clearance.) 

(2) Permitted Zones: C-I, C-2, CPO, CC and CM zoning districts in the four-square mile area. 
(3) Sign Permit Needed: Yes. 
(4) Location: Projecting signs may extend over public right-of-ways including public sidewalks not to 

exceed one-half of the distance from the building face to which the sign is attached to the curb face of said sidewalk. 
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(I) CanopylAwning Sign. 
(I) Maximum Height: Not to exceed the height of the underside of a canopy, awning or marquee. The 

bottom of the sign shall be a minimum of eight feet from the ground to provide proper clearance. 
(2) Permitted Zones: C-I, C-2, CPO, CC, FS, CoM, M-I, M-2, SP (subject to specific plan), PF, AS I, II 

and III. 
(3) Sign Permit Needed: Yes. 
(4) Location: Canopy/awning signs may locate over rights-of-way including sidewalks except that no part 

of the sign may extend beyond the canopy. 
(g) Sandwich Board Sign. 

(I) Sandwich board signs shall only be permitted within the boundaries of the Downtown Specific Plan on 
a parcel developed with occupied structures. 

(2) Allowed styles of free-standing sign structures include: a) sandwich; b) "A" frame; c) valet; d) custom 
fabricated. 

(3) Signs may be a maximum of 4 feet in height and 3 feet in width on one surface, and may occupy an 
area no greater than 12 square feet per sign face. The thickness of the sign surface may not exceed three (3) inches 
before it is counted as sign area. 

(4) Signs must be movable without mechanical assistance. 
(5) Signs must be placed within 20 feet of a pedestrian entrance to a building. 
(6) Signs may not block the free use of a sidewalk by pedestrians andlor persons with a disability and must 

provide a minimum of five (5) feet of walkable space around the sign on the sidewalk. Any sign placed within a 
public right-of-way shall obtain an encroachment permit. 

(7) All signs must be fabricated so as to not collapse or fall over when in use. 
(8) Signs shall not be secured to any structure using a chain, cable or similar device. 
(9) Signs may be displayed only during hours when the adjacent use is open to the public and must be 

removed during all other times. Notvvithstanding this provision, sandwich board signs may not be utilized from 
10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

(10) Sandwich board signs and their structures must be stored out of public view at all times unless properly 
displayed pursuant to this Chapter. 

(II) A site plan indicating the location where a sandwich board sign will be utilized shall be submitted for 
review and approval by the City of Santa Maria Community Development Department. Pending review and 
approval, the sign shall be allowed in accordance with Section 12-34.05(d). 

(12)A request for a sandwich board sign shall be accompanied by the written consent of the property owner 
(or authorized agent). 

(13)AlIowance of sandwich board signs, pursuant to this Chapter, shall cease (sunset) after two years from 
the effective date of this ordinance. (Ord. 2008-10, eff. 7/3108; Ord. 2005-09, eff. 9/2/05; Ord. 92-19, eff. 12/31/92) 

Section 12·34.06. Construction or Subdivision Signs. 
Construction or subdivision project signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in area, or 8 feet in overall height, 

unless legally required by governmental contract to be larger. A Construction or Subdivision Project Sign shall not 
require a sign permit and may exist no longer than the period of construction. One sign is permitted per street 
frontage. (Ord. 2005-09, eff. 9/2/05; Ord. 92-19, eff. 12/31192) 

Section 12-34.07. Administration. 
(a) Application and Processing. 

(I) Purpose. The purpose of a sign pennit is to help ensure compliance with the provisions of this Title 
and Chapter, in particular, the provisions regulating the design, illumination, location, materials, number, size, and 
type of sign, including structural and electrical provisions of the state building codes. 

(2) General Sign Permit Application Process. Unless otherwise specified by this Chapter, the application 
for a sign permit must be made in writing on the form provided by the Community Development Department and 
accompanied by the required fee established by City Council resolution. The application shall include the following 
information and items: 

(i) The completed application form. 
(ii) Plans drawn to scale showing the design of the sign, including dimensions, sign size, colors, 

materials, method of attachment, source of i1lumination, and showing the relationship to any building, parcel, or 
structure to which it is proposed to be installed or affixed or to which it relates. Compliance with applicable state 
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building codes including structural analysis, wind load calculations, and footing details shall be shown on the plans 
and signed by a structUtal engineer when applicable. 

(iii) A site plan, including all dimensions, drawn to scale indicating the location of the sign relative to 
the property line, rights-of-way, streets, sidewalks, vehicular access points, and existing or planned buildings or 
structures and off-street parking areas located on the premises. 

(iv) The number, size, type, and location of all existing signs on the same building, site, or premises. 
(v) Proof of the consent of the property owner or other person in control or in possession of the 

property. 
(vi) If a proposed sign would be an advertising display under the Outdoor Advertising Act (Business 

and Professions Code §§5200 and following), the applicant shall submit reasonable evidence demonstrating 
compliance with or exemption from the Act. 

(vii)Such other information as the Director may reasonably request in order to establish that the 
proposed application is in full compliance with the provisions of the Chapter, the Municipal Code, and any other 
applicable law. 

(3) Processing Applications. The Director, or hislher designee, shall determine whether the application 
contains all of the information and items required by the provisions of this Chapter. If the Director or hislher 
designee determines that the application is not complete, the applicant must be notified in writing within 20 business 
days of the date of receipt of the application that the application is not complete and the reasons for such 
determination, including any additional infonnation necessary to render the application complete. The applicant will 
then have 30 calendar days from receipt of comments to submit additional infonnation to render the application 
complete. Failure to do so within this 30 day period renders the application void. Within 20 business days foHowing 
receipt of an amended application or supplemental information, the Director or hislher designee must again 
determine whether the application is complete in accordance with the procedures set forth in this subsection. 
Evaluation and notification is to occur as provided above until such time as the application is found to be complete. 
All notices required by this Chapter are deemed given upon the date any such notice is either deposited in the United 
States mail or the date upon which a personal service of such notice is provided. 

(4) Sign ReviewlStandard Signage. After reviewing a complete sign permit application, the Director or 
hislher designee, shall cause the application to be reviewed and render a written decision to approve or deny the 
application within 20 business days of the complete application date. The Director's determination is to be guided 
solely by the standards and criteria set forth in this Chapter. The application shall be approved whenever the 
proposed sign conforms to all design, size, height, and other standards for signs subject to a permit requirement, as 
such requirements are set forth in this Chapter. An application may be granted either in whole or in part when more 
than one sign or location is proposed by the applicant. When an application is denied in whole or in part, the 
Director's written notice of determination must specify the grounds for such denial. 

(b) Appeals 
(I) Any person seeking to appeal a decision of the Director granting or denying an application for issuance 

of a sign penn it, revoking a permit, or ordering the remediation or removal of a sign, shall appeal in writing, with 
the applicable filing fee as established by City Council resolution, to the Planning Commission within 14 calendar 
days of the decision. A hearing shall be scheduled, held, and decided by the Planning Commission within 30 days 
after receipt of the appeal. The time frame may be extended upon the request or concurrence of the appellant. The 
time for compliance with any original order shall be stayed during the pendency of any hearing before the Planning 
Commission. Any decision of the Planning Commission may be appealed to the City Council. 

(2) Any person dissatisfied with the final action by the City Council may seek prompt judicial review of 
the action pursuant to the California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.8. (Ord. 2005-09, elf. 9/2105; Ord. 98-
II, elf. 12/03/98; Ord. 92-19, elf. 12/31/92) 

Section 12-34,08, Hazardous Signs, 
Signs shall conform to the following provisions of the California Vehicle Code. 
(a) No person shall place, maintain or display upon or in view of any highway, any unofficial sign, signal or 

device, or any sign, signal or device which purports to be or is an imitation of, or resembles an official traffic sign or 
signal, or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic, or which hides from view any official sign or signal. 

(b) No person shall place, maintain or display upon or in view of any highway, any light of any color of such 
brilliance as to blind or dazzle the vision of drivers upon said highway nor shall any light be placed in such position 
as to prevent the driver of a vehicle from readily recognizing any traffic sign or signal. 

(c) The State Department of Public Works, members of the California Highway Patrol and local authorities are 
hereby authorized and empowered without notice to remove every prohibited sign, signal, device or light which is a 
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public nuisance or cause the same to be removed or the director of said department, the chief of said patrol or local 
authorities may bring any action as provided by law to abate such nuisance. (Ord. 2005-09, eff. 9/2/05; Ord. 98-11, 
eff. 12/03/98; Ord. 92-19, efT. 12/31/92) 

Section 12-34.09. Construction of Signs. 
(a) No portion of any SIgn nor its supports shall be placed in a manner that it will in any way obstruct any fire 

escape. stairway, or fire sprinkler stand pipe, nor shall any such sign or any of its supports be attached to or 
supported by any fire escape. 

(b) No portion of any sIgn or its supports shall be so placed that it will interfere with human exit through any 
window of any room of any building. 

(c) No portion orany sign or its supports shall be placed so that it will obstruct any exterior door or required 
exit of any building. 

(d) No sign shall be placed that will obstruct any legally required light and ventilation. 
(e) No sign or portion of a sIgn shall be placed on any public right-of-way in such a manner which obstructs 

such public right-of-way. Any such sign is hereby declared a public nuisance and may be removed by the Code 
Compliance Officer, Building Official or any other designated official. (Ord. 2005-09, eff. 9/2/05; Ord. 98-11, eff. 
12/03/98; Ord. 92-19, eff. 12/31/92) 

Section 12-34.10. Non-Conforming Signs. 
(a) General Requirements: a non-conforming sign structure shall not be: 

(1) Changed to another non-confonning sign structure or increased in area unless the height or area of the 
sign structure is made less non-confonning; 

(2) Structurally altered to extend its useful life; or 
(3) Moved from its location to a new location. 

(b) Face Changes: Sign copy and face changes within the existing boundaries of the non-conforming sign 
structure are pennitted without obtaining a sign pennit. 

(c) Modifications and Maintenance: Non-structural modifications or non-structural maintenance (i.e., painting, 
rust removal) are allowed without a sign permit up to a maximum of 50 percent of the existing total area of the sign. 
Non-structural modifications or maintenance exceeding 50 percent of the existing total area of the sign, and all 
structural changes, shall comply with all applicable standards of this Chapter. 

(d) Discontinued Use: If the use of a building or land associated with a legal nonconforming sign structure is 
discontinued for a period of six months or more, any sign structure shall thereafter confonn to the provisions of this 
Chapter. 

(e) Public Nuisances: Any nonconforming sign structure which is found to present danger to the public may be 
declared a public nuisance and abated as set forth in Chapter 42 of Title 12 (Administration and Enforcement). 

(I) Destroyed Signs: If, at any time, any non-conforming sign structure in existence or maintained on the 
effective date of this Chapter is destroyed by fire, accident, explosion or act of nature to the extent of more than 50 
percent of the value thereof, without further action of the City, such sign shall, from and after the date of such 
destruction, be subject to all the provisions of this Chapter. For the purposes of this Chapter, the value of any sign 
shall be the estimated cost of replacement of the sign in kind as determined by the Building Official. 

(g) Administration of this Section is not intended to conflict with the provisions of the Outdoor Advertising 
Act (Chapters 2 and 2.5, Sections 5200 - 5499.30 of the Business and Professions Code). (Ord. 2005-09, eff. 
9/2/05; Ord. 98-11, eff. 12/03/98; Ord. 92-19, eff. 12/31/92) 

Section 12-34.11. Prohibited Signs and Locations. 
Prohibited signs are as follows: 
(a) Any sign desigoed for emining sound. 
(b) Any sign or sign structure which has become a public nuisance due to inadequate maintenance, 

dilapidation, or abandonment. 
(c) Any sign which obstructs in any manner the ingress to, or egress from, a door, window, ftre escape, or 

other access way required by building codes adopted by the City of Santa Maria. 
(d) Any sign unlawfully installed, erected, or maintained. 
(e) Any sign that encroaches into any City right-of-way andlor easement, except under-canopy, projecting and 

sandwich board signs. 
(I) Any sign that flashes, blinks, moves, changes color, appears to change color, changes intensity, or contains 

any part of attachment which does the same. 
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(g) Any sign that is inconsistent with the traffic safety sight area, pursuant to Santa Maria Municipal Code 
Section 12-27-03. 

(h) Any sign structure located so that it interferes with visibility at an intersection, public right-of-way, 
driveway, or other ingress/egress. 

(i) Any free-standing pole sign. 
U) Any sign located or displayed on or over public property except as expressly permitted in this Chapter. 
(k) Any sign attached to a tree. 
(I) Any sign structure erected or maintained which has less horizontal or vertical clearance from 

connnunication lines and energized electrical power lines than that prescribed by the State, or rules and regnlations 
duly promulgated by agencies thereof. 

(m) Any sign structure adversely affecting traffic control or safety. 
(n) Balloons and Blimps. 
(0) Roof Signs. 
(p) Any sign on public property or property in which the City holds an interest unless otherwise authorized by 

this Chapter. A Public Utility Easement (PUE) is an example of property in which the City holds an interest. 
(q) Off-Site signs. Exception: Signs on property owned or controlled by the City or the City of Santa Maria 

Redevelopment Agency, whose design is compatible with the objectives of this Chapter as determined by the 
Zoning Administrator or designee. (Ord. 92-19, eff. 12/31/92; Ord. 98-11, eff. 12/03/98; Ord. 2005-09, eff. 912105; 
Ord. 2008-10, eff. 7/3/08; Ord. 2009-16, eff. 9/2/09) 

Section 12-34.12. Signs in the Public Right-of-Way or Placing Citizens in Peril. 
The Director, Building Official or Code Compliance Officer shall immediately cause the removal of any sign 

which, in the judgment of the Director, Building Official or Code Compliance Officer, is found to be within the 
public right-of-way andlor easements and are found to place citizens in immediate peril. Said removal shall be by 
any or a combination of the following methods using sound judgment under the circumstances: 

(a) Removal or modification of said sign by City staff with business owner (or property owner if business has 
ceased operations) to be billed for time and materials related to the cost of said removal. 

(b) Notification orally or in writing to the business owner causing the removal of said signs within a 24 hour 
period or later period of time, as prescribed by the Director, Building Official or Code Compliance Officer, or their 
designees. 

(c) Immediate citation of the business owner (or property owner if business has ceased operations) or party 
responsible for said sign. (Ord. 2005-09, eff. 912105; Ord. 98-11, eff. 12/03/98; Ord. 92-19, eff. 12/31/92) 

Section 12-34.13. Severability. 
If any provision or clause of the Chapter or the application thereof is held unconstirutional or otherwise invalid 

by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions, clauses, or applications of this 
Chapter which can be implemented without the invalid provision, clause, or application, it is hereby expressly 
declared that this ordinance, and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, and phrase hereof would have been 
prepared, proposed, approved, adopted, and/or ratified irrespective of the fact that anyone or more sections, 
subsections, sentences clauses, andlor phrases be declared invalid or unconstitutional. (Ord. 2005-09, eff. 9/2/05; 
Ord. 98-11,eff. 12/03/98; Ord. 92-19,eff. 12/31/92) 

Sections 12-34.14. through 12-34.24 
Repealed per Ordinance No. 2005-09. (Ord. 2005-09, eff. 912105; Ord. 98-11, eff. 12/03/98; Ord. 92-19, eff. 

12/31/92) 

Appendix - Illustrations A through J 
Repealed per Ordinance No. 2005-09. (Ord. 2005-09, eff. 9/2/05) 

12-34-10 
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Four Square Mile Boundary
outside parcels with frontage on:
N - Donovan
E - Bradley
S - Stowell
W- Blosser

City Limit Line Donovan Road

Stowell Road

Downtown Specific Plan
N - Fesler
S - Morrison
E - School (Gateway) 
      College (Railroad-Loft)
W - Curryer

Blosser Road

Bradley Road

Main Street

Broadway

kwilson
Typewritten Text
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Type of Sign 

Temporary Signs 

Sandwich Board Signs 

BowlFeather Signs 

SIGN ORDINANCE REVISIONS 
Decision Matrix 

Council Options 

1. No changes 
2. Extend use to 60 days within a six-month time frame, 

up to 120 days per year 
3. Expand sign locations to vacant Commerciall 

Industrial land 

1. Uphold ban on all signs 
2. Extend sunset for additional time within the DTSP 

area 
3. Extend sunset, expand area to all Commercial/ 

Industrial properties 
4. Extend sunset, as in #2 or #3 and limit use to 60 days 

within a six-month time frame, as in Temporary Signs 
#2, require standardized sign format 

1. ClarifY wording to prohibit use and set 60 day grace 
period 

2. Permit in all Commercial/Industrial zones, limit time 
to 60 days within a six-month time frame, one sign 
per lot 

3. Same as #2, but expand to 365 days per year 
4. Same as #3, but include size of sign as part of 

maximum square footage calculated for the building's 
sign(s). 
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