
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF December 7,2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

December 7,2010 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Fire Chief 

SUBJECT: RETIREMENT RESOLUTION FOR FIRE CAPTAIN DOUG 
DICKSON 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution honoring and commending Fire Captain 
Doug Dickson for his 31 years of dedicated service and congratulating him on his 
retirement. 

BACKGROUND: 

Doug Dickson began his career with the City of Santa Maria Fire Department as 
a Call Firefighter in 1979. He quickly moved up through the ranks, promoting to 
Engineer-in-Training in 1980, Fire Captain in 1981, and Battalion Chief in 1987 
before voluntarily accepting the rank of Fire Captain in 1993 after a downturn in 
the economy necessitated a Fire Department reorganization. 

Throughout his years with the City, Doug has had a tremendous impact on the 
fire service and influenced the careers of many young firefighters through his 
participation in the Tri-County Training Officers Association and his tenure as an 
instructor at the Allan Hancock College Fire Academy. Early in his career, Doug 
worked closely with the Department's Reserve Firefighter program and has 
mentored and led many of our current firefighters. 

For the past several years Doug has participated as a Training Specialist on a 
Los Padres National Forest Incident Management Team; a position that allows 
him to continue to mentor and guide firefighters at all levels of the organization. 

Doug has a very caring nature and is well respected throughout the Fire Service. 
His leadership and friendship will be greatly missed. 



City staff would like to commend Fire Captain Doug Dickson for his outstanding 
dedication and commitment to the City of Santa Maria and wish him well in all his 
future endeavors. 

Fiscal Considerations 
None 

Impact to the Community 
None 



City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Resolution No. 2010-129 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA MARIA, 

CALIFORNIA, COMMENDING FIRE CAPTAIN DOUGLAS DICKSON FOR HIS 
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 

WHEREAS, Firc Captain Doug Dickson began his career with the City of Santa Maria as a Call 
Firefighter in 1979, quickly moving up through the ranks including Engineer-in-Training, Captain and 
Battalion Chief; and 

WHEREAS, training is an integral part of the firc service, and through his participation in the 
Tri-County Training Officers' Association, and tenure as an instructor at the Allan Hancock College 
Fire Academy he had a tremendous and positive impact on the local fire service; and 

WHEREAS, Doug, through his participation as a Training Specialist on the Los Padres 
National Forest Incident Management Team, has continued to positively influence many firefighters 
throughout the region; and 

WHEREAS, Doug has extended his training values to the community as a volleyball coach, and 
credits his T -ball coaching skills as a factor contributing to Robin Ventura's success; and 

WHEREAS, during his 31 years with the City, Doug has been involved in many significant 
emergency incidents, including being the first arriving fire officer to the Casiano incident, the largest 
structural fire in the City's histoty; and 

WHEREAS, Doug is known as the great communicator, we would not recognize him without a 
phone to his ear and will be retiring from City service on December 17, 2010. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Santa 
Maria, California, that 

"DOUG DICKSON" 

is recognized and commended for his loyal and dedicated service to the Fire Department, the 
City and the community, and congratulates him on his retirement and wishes him and his family 
continued health and happiness. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Santa Maria 
held this 7,h day of December, 2010. 

Mayor Larty Lavagnino 

ATTEST: 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 
Pat Perez 

Mayor Pro Tern Mike Cordero 

Councilmember Bob Orach 

Councilmember Alice Patino 

Councilmember Hilda Zacarias 


