
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 7,2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

December 7, 2010 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Lawrence W. Appel, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT: AMENDMENT TO TITLE 12 OF THE SANTA MARIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
ESTABLISHING A DEFINITION FOR AN AGRICULTURE USE, Z-2010-
004, E-2010-046 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council introduce an ordinance amending Chapter 2 of Title 12 of the 
Santa Maria Municipal Code to add a definition of an Agriculture Use. 

BACKGROUND: 

The proposed ordinance will amend Chapter 12-02 (Definitions) of Title 12 of the Santa 
Maria Municipal Code to add a definition for an Agriculture Use. On July 20,2010, the 
Santa Maria City Council approved an ordinance to place restrictions on the use of 
barbed wire, razor wire, and similar sharp materials in the construction of walls and 
fencing. The ordinance prohibits use of barbed wire and razor wire in the construction 
of walls and fences unless a Conditional Use Permit is approved by the Zoning 
Administrator or by the Planning Commission. Additionally, the ordinance provides that 
certain land uses are exempt from the Conditional Use Permit requirement. 

One exception permits the use of barbed wire fencing "by right" on sites one acre or 
larger when the site is used for agriculture or livestock purposes. The exception 
recognizes that barbed wire fencing has been historically used as an integral part of 
farming and ranching operations and the use of barbed wire in more rural settings will 
typically not create the same adverse visual impact as the use of barbed wire in 
urbanized portions of the City. 

During the initial City Council public hearing discussion, it was noted that the exception 
could be construed by some to imply that agriculture service oriented businesses, such 
as farm equipment, fertilizer, pesticide, or feed sales and services, might fall under the 
same category as an Agricultural use, which was not the intent of the ordinance. To 
better clarify this distinction, the City Council directed staff to establish a definition for an 
"Agriculture Use" that will be exempt under the barbed wire ordinance. 

DISCUSSION: 

The proposed project consists of a Municipal Code text amendment to Chapter 2 of Title 
12 of the Municipal Code. For the purposes of implementing the recently adopted barbed 
wire ordinance, the proposed amendment will add a definition to clarify the meaning of an 
"Agriculture Use" as presented below: 
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Add Section 12-7,04A, as follows: 

Section 12.2.04A. Agriculture use. 

"Agriculture use" is limited to farming or ranching activities. An agriculture use denotes the 
active use of land f()]" the purpose of agricultural

n 
production, including. but not limited to, 

cultivation and growing of crops, and raising and keeping of poultry or livestock. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
By itself, the ordinance will have no financial impact. The proposed amendment will 
clarify that agriculture uses which engage in agriculture production and farming are 
exempt from the provisions of the barbed-wire ordinance. 

Impact to the Community: 
Approval of the proposed amendment will provide a distinction between practicing 
agricultural uses and their operations that may be exempt from the provisions of the 
barbed-wire ordinance and farming agriculture service oriented businesses, such as 
farm equipment, fertilizer, pesticide, or feed sales and services which are not exempt 
from the provisions of the barbed-wire ordinance, 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROCEDURES: 

The Community Development Department has reviewed this proposed ordinance, and 
has concluded that it is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
in accordance with Section 15061 (b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, Review for Exemption. 
No further environmental review is required. 

ATIACHMENT: 

Attachment A - Planning Commission Resolution No, 2582 



RESOLUTION NO. 2582 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
SANTA MARIA RECOMMENDING TO CITY COUNCIL THE ADOPTION 

OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 2 OF TITLE 12 OF THE 
SANTA MARIA MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD A DEFINITION OF AN 

AGRICULTURE USE, Z-2010..()()4, E-2010~46 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Santa Maria held a 
regularly scheduled public hearing on November 3, 2010, for the purpose of considering a 
proposed amendment to Chapter 2 of Title 12 of the Municipal Code of the City of Santa 
Maria relating to definitions; and 

WHEREAS, notices of said public hearing were made at the time and 
manner required by law; and 

WHEREAS, the project is exempt under the provisions of Section 15061(b) 
(3) of the Califomia Environmental Quality Act. No further environmental Review is 
required; and 

WHEREAS, at the public hearing the Planning Commission heard and 
considered all evidence, including evidence presented in the staff report. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of 
the City of Santa Maria recommends that the City Council introduce and adopt an 
ordinance incorporating the proposed zoning text amendment to Chapter 2 of Title 12 of 
the Santa Maria Municipal Code, to add a definition of an agriculture use, in accordance 
with Exhibit A, attached to the Planning Commission staff report, and incorporated by 
reference into this resolution. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project is a Municipal Code Text amendment to Chapter 2 of 
Title 12 of the Municipal Code relating to definitions. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at the regular meeting of the Planning 
Commission of the City of Santa Maria held November 3, 2010, by the following roll call 
vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINED: 

Commissioners Andrade, Lopez, Moats, Quandt and 
Chainnan Brown 

None 

None 

None 

U<>,'IV&,sistant Secretary 
City Planning Commission 

ATTACHMENT A 


