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FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF JANUARY 5.2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

January 5, 2010 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 

SUBJECT: PROCLAMATION DECLARING JANUARY 8, 2010 AS "GEORGE 
CURTIS TUNNELL" DAY 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council proclaim January 8,2010 as "George Curtis Tunnell" day in 
the City of Santa Maria. 

BACKGROUND: 

George Curtis Tunnell has dedicated his life to community service and civic duty 
as a respected business leader. He has become one of the most influential 
public servants and political leaders in Santa Maria, serving on the City Council 
from 1950 to 1962 and as Mayor from 1956 to 1960, leaving a lasting influence 
on public service in the Santa Maria Valley. He has been a community advocate, 
civic representative and role model for future leaders. George Curtis Tunnell will 
be celebrating his 100th birthday on January 8,2010, and the City of Santa Maria 
would like to recognize Mr. Tunnell for his lifetime commitment to civic duty. 

Alternatives 

No recognition. 

Fiscal Considerations 

None. 

Impact to the Community 

Positive recognition of a dedicated resident. 
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WrocCamation 
WHEREAS, George Curtis Tunnell, a native son of the City of Santa Maria, with a lifetime of civic duty 

and community service, turns 100 years old on January 8, 2010; and 

WHEREAS, Curtis displayed exemplary service throughout his life as a respected business leader, 
community advocate, civic representative and role model for future leaders; and 

WHEREAS, he graduated from Santa Maria High School in 1927, was a mOVIe extra m "The Ten 
Commandments" filmed in the Guadalupe Dunes, worked as a bellhop at the Bradley Hotel, at gasoline 
stations, and for 10 years '\\'as a salesman and estimator for a San Luis Obispo roofing company prior to 
forming his own roofing company in 1949; and 

WHEREAS, Curtis became one of the most influential public servants and political leaders In Santa 
Maria and Santa Barbara County during the 1950s through the 1970s; and 

WHEREAS, he first sought public office in 1950 at the age of 40, served on the City Council from 1950 
to 1962 and was Mayor of Santa Maria from 1956 through 1960; and 

WHEREAS, his accomplishments for the City were numerous, including the construction of the 
municipal swimming pool "The Plunge" later renamed, the Paul Nelson Aquatics Center, building the new 
fire station at the corner of McClelland and Cook streets, and annexing 160 acres into the City west of Stowell 

.a.nd Blosser roads; and 

• 

WHEREAS, he witne,"ed Cit\' revenues surpass $1 million per year for the first time in 1955, and his 
last pay as a Councilman in 1962 was S35 per month; and 

WHEREAS, he served on the County Board of Supervisors from 1962 through 1975, including Chair 
from 1969 to 1972 - until turning the reigns over to Harrel1 Fletcher; and 

WHEREAS, Curtis was credited with being one of the County's foremost water experts, foreseeing the 
need for supplemental water sources; establishing the Santa Maria Health Center and the SherifPs Department 
substation on West Foster Road; and rebuilding IIigh'\vay 166, the "Cuyama Highway," aInong numerous 
other accomplishments; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa I\'iaria takes this opportunity to extend its appreciation to George Curtis 
Tunnell, Sr., for a lifetime of public service anu valuable contributions to thc community; 

NOW, THEREFORJ-.~ I, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby wish George 
Curtis Tunnell, Sr. a happy 100'" birthday and proclaim January 8, 2010 as 

"GEORGE CURTIS TUNNELL, DA 1"" 

in the City of Santa Maria. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOi'~ I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of Santa 
Maria to he affixed hereto this 5'" day of January, 2010 . 

Mayor Larry Lavagnino 


