
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 20, 2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

July 20, 2010 

TO: City Council . 

City Manager "J 
Prepared by: Director of Public wor~ity EngineeJ~'.t3> 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL STOP ON RED WEEK 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Mayor proclaim August 1-7, 2010, as "National Stop on Red Week" in Santa Maria. 

BACKGROUND: 

In 1995, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) created the Stop Red-Light Running 
Program (SRLR) to help educate the public on the dangers of red-light running and increase 
enforcement at a community level. A key platform of this effort is "National Stop on Red 
Week," which takes place annually the first week of August each year. During this week, 
communities across the country bring national visibility to this deadly traffic problem and step 
up enforcement efforts. The theme this year is "A Campaign to Save Lives." 

DISCUSSION: 

Since its inception, the SRLR Program has been piloted in numerous communities, with an 
average decrease in red-light running of 15%. This year, the Public Works Department would 
like to pilot an SRLR Program, with this proclamation being the kick-off to the program. The 
goal of the SRLR Program is to reestablish respect for traffic signals and to enhance the safety 
of the motoring public and pedestrians. The objective is to reduce the number of traffic 
citations and the severity of accidents by increasing awareness of the hazards of running red
lights. 

The SRLR Program will be tailored to meet the needs of the Santa Maria community with 
FHWA providing support through assessment tools, program guidelines, and relevant 
educational materials. To support the kick off, several departments have offered their 
assistance. Public Works will develop and display a bulletin board in City Hall announcing the 
start of the SRLR Program. The bulletin board will state the goal and objective of the program, 
along with some statistics regarding red-light running. The City website will also be advertising 
the campaign on the homepage. The Police Department will place two changeable message 
boards at various locations to notify drivers of this campaign. In addition, the Police 
Department will be increasing intersection enforcement throughout the City for the week. 
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City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria promotes safety, responsibility, awareness and 

education to the Public; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria encourages individual participation to build a safer 
community; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria recognizes failure to stop at red-lights as a concern to 
the safety of all residents; and 

WHEREAS, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Fatality Analysis 
Reporting System (FARS) reports that red-light running crashes alone caused 883 deaths 
nationally in 2007 and it is estimated 165,000 people are injured annually by red-light runners; and 

WHEREAS, in the City of Santa Maria, 23 accidents have occurred since January 1, 2010 
from drivers running red-lights at traffic signals resulting in 13 injuries; and 

WHEREAS, stopping at a red-light could take an extra minute, but it could also save a 
life; 

NOW, THEREFORE, l, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria, 
hereby proclaim the week of August 1-7, 2010 as 

"NATIONAL STOP ON RED WEEK" 

in the City of Santa Maria and call upon all residents, parents, youths, businesses, 
hospitals and civic organizations to support and join the "National Stop' on Red Week" 
campaign. Remind family, friends and co-workers to take the time to stop at red traffic signals in 
order to heIp reduce the number of traffic accidents and injuries. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the 
City of Santa Maria to be affIXed hereto this 20'h day of July, 2010. 

Mayor Larry Lavagnino 


