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SUBJECT: LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE DISTRICTS' ASSESSMENTS 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council adopt four resolutions confirming the assessment rates for the four 
Landscape Maintenance Districts and their associated Special Benefit Zones (SBZ) for Fiscal 
Year 2010-11. 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this item is to confirm the assessment rates which were presented to the public 
and the City Council at the June 1, 2010 City Council Meeting for the City's four Master 
Landscape Maintenance Districts and their associated SBZs. These assessments comply with 
the laws that govern Landscape and Lighting Districts under the California Streets and 
Highways Code and the 1972 Landscape and Lighting Act. It is the City Council's policy that, 
any new residential or commercial development that occurs within the City of Santa Maria is 
conditioned to be annexed into a Landscape Maintenance District, and if necessary, a SBZ. 
The California Streets and Highway Code authorizes municipalities with the "duty of 
superintending, directing, planting, maintaining, removing and otherwise caring for the parks, 
trees, shrubs and vegetation" as they pertain to a residential or commercial project. 

The assessment amounts for SBZs are based on the amount of square footage of public 
easement landscaping that is proposed for the project, and the intensity or amount of 
landscaping that is initially installed by the developer. Future increases in maintenance and 
utility costs, and the renovation of landscaping and hardscape, are also taken into 
consideration. 

For Fiscal Year 2010-11, we project that 8,252 dwelling units and 493 commercial properties 
will be assessed as part of a Master Landscape District and one of the 18 SBZs. This is an 
increase of 73 residential dwelling units and 32 commercial units over those assessed in FY 
2009-10. The Engineer's Report, initially presented and approved by the City Council on June 
1, 2010, details the 1.8% CPI increase, service areas, maximum assessment levels, and it sets 
tonight's public hearing. In addition, maps showing the boundaries for each of the Districts and 
SBZs are contained in the Engineer's Report which was presented to the Council on June 1, 
2010, and is on file in the City Clerk's Office. 

The four resolutions contained in this report confirm the landscape assessments presented to 
the City Council on June 1, 2010, and authorize that these assessments be placed on the 
2010-11 Property Tax rolls for properties found in a Master Landscape District and/or Special 
Benefit. City Council's action tonight ensures that City staff can process the new assessments 
by the County Assessors' Office, August 10, 2010 deadline. 



DISCUSSION 

Tonight's public hearing on the proposed assessment increases satisfies requirements found in 
the California Streets and Highway Code and other applicable laws, which require that the City 
Council hold a public hearing annually on the subject of Landscape Maintenance District 
Assessments. The City Council has an adopted formula which limits increases in assessments 
to the CPI (using the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics for Urban Los 
Angeles-Riverside-Orange County Areas for a 12 month period). 

It has been the City's practice, since 2004, to increase annual assessments by the CPI; 
however, no adjustment was made in 2009-10 for CPI due to the economic climate in the area. 
For the 2010-11 Fiscal Year, it is proposed that assessment rates be increased by 1.8%. This 
increased is based on the CPI calculated for the 12 month period from February 2009 to 
February 2010. 

SBZ assessments found in the Engineer's Report are the maximum assessments that can be 
collected within a SBZ, and they will be adjusted by the 1.8% CPI. In most SBZs, the actual 
assessment collected has been lower than the maximum authorized assessment found in the 
Engineer's Report. This is as a result of City staff working closely with our contractors to 
ensure the best quality of service at the lowest possible price. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
Based on the approved Engineer's Report, the four Districts and the 18 SBZs will generate 
sufficient revenue to cover their operating expenses, less the "City's general benefit" which will 
be paid by the City's General Fund. The "City's general benefit" is intended to fund the 
"benefit" of well-maintained, public landscaping, enjoyed by properties that preceded the 
establishment of the Landscape Maintenance Districts, and is required by State Law. 

Impact to the Community: 
Public landscaping is a signature of the quality of life in the City of Santa Maria. Appealingly
landscaped streets, medians, roundabouts, right-of-ways, and parks provide aesthetically 
pleasing routes to-and-from neighborhoods. Landscape Maintenance Districts and SBZ 
assessments ensure that this quality will continue in perpetuity. Some recent examples of 
landscape renovation projects undertaken in 2009-10 by the Landscape Maintenance Districts 
and SBZs include Rancho Verde, Preisker Lane, Cook Street, Hidden Pines, Seaward, 
downtown medians, Donovan Road, and Battles Road. Some of the SBZ sites renovated 
include Donovan Estates, Rivergate Roemer, North Preisker Ranch, Bradley Square, 
Crossroads Commercial, Cherrywood, and Rose Garden Village (more commonly known as, 
Estates at Pacific Crest). The City of Santa Maria's Landscape Maintenance Districts provide 
for perpet a ublic landscaped areas benefitting all properties in the City. 
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