
June 1,2010 

TO: City Council 

FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 1, 2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

FROM: Tim Ness, City Manager 
Prepared by: Alexander Posada, Director of Recreation and Parks 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF ENGINEER'S REPORTS AND INTENT TO LEVY AND COLLECT 
THE 2010 - 2011 LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENTS 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the attached Engineer's Reports; adopt a 
resolution declaring the intent to levy and collect the property tax assessment for each of the four 
Landscape Maintenance Districts and the eighteen Special Benefit Zones; and, set a public 
hearing for July 20, 2010, to consider the proposed landscape assessments for approval. 

BACKGROUND 

During the 1980's, the City of Santa Maria established four geographic Landscape Maintenance 
Districts with Broadway and Stowell serving as the center point. The four "Master Districts" consist 
of the following: the South Miller StreeUSouth College Drive Landscape Maintenance District 
created with Resolution 81-298 on August 4, 1981; the Northwest Landscape Maintenance District 
with Resolution 88-154 on December 20, 1988; the Northeast Landscape Maintenance District with 
Resolution 89-51 on May 2, 1989; and, the Southwest Landscape Maintenance District with 
Resolution 89-50 on May 2, 1989. These districts enable the City of Santa Maria to levee, collect, 
and maintain the public, landscaped areas within each district. 

DISCUSSION 

The process of annexation, calculating, and levying assessments in the Landscape Maintenance 
District is provided in the California Streets and Highway Code. The City of Santa Maria's process 
for annexation, calculating, and levying of assessments has been refined by the City Attorney in 
compliance with State Law and the most recent case law. The recommended action tonight is to 
approve meeting the statutory requirements: that the City Council hold an annual public hearing on 
the subject of Landscape Maintenance District Assessments; by properly noticing the parcels 
within the landscape maintenance districts; and, by giving the public the opportunity to speak on 
the matter. For 2010-11, staff is proposing that the Council approve a 1.8% increase to current 
assessment levels in order to keep pace with the 2010 CPI" increase. This increase is based on 
U.S. Department of Labor figures for February 2010, covering the prior 12 months. 

"U. s. Department of Labor. Bureau of Labor Statistics for Urban Los Ange!es-Riverside-Orange County areas - includes Santa Maria 



Fiscal Considerations: 
The attached supportive documents present the specific financing related to each of the 
Landscape Maintenance District assessments for the "Master Districts" and "Special 
Benefit Zones." To summarize, the Landscape Maintenance Districts generate 
$1,339,007 in revenue to fund direct maintenance services and district operation costs. 
This revenue is collected from the 8,252 residential and 493 commercial properties in 
the districts on a prorated-share basis. 

In addition, the City's General Fund provides a financial contribution, known as the 
"City's General Benefit." This contribution is made on behalf of all properties not 
assessed by a Landscape Maintenance District, yet deriving some level of benefit from 
the landscaped, district areas. The General Benefit calculations can be found in the 
attached "Engineer's Report" for each of the landscape maintenance districts. 
Everyone who lives in the City of Santa Maria benefits from the well-kept, public 
easement landscaping areas. 

The proposed increase to all assessments is intended to provide adequate funding for 
district operations over the next fiscal year. 

Impact to the Community: 
Landscaping along the City's major arterials and surrounding residential and 
commercial developments in the City are a positive indication of the quality of life in 
Santa Maria. This landscaping provides for the community's enjoyment, neighborhood 
cohesiveness, and beauty. These assessments provide for perpetual care of these 
public areas and safeguard the assets of surrounding property owners. 

Director 

Attachments: 1. Engineer's Report - Northwest 
2 Engineer's Report - Northeast 
3. Engineer's Report - South Miller Street/South College Drive 
4. Engineer's Report - Southwest 


