
City of Santa Maria 

• Santa Maria, California 

Proclamation 
WHERb'AS, Cesar Estrada Chavez was born on March 31, 1927, on a small farm near Yuma, Arizona, 

that his grandfather homesteaded during the 1880's. He was raised in numerous migrant worker camps, 
traveling from farm to farm to pick fruits and vegetahles during the harvest; and 

WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez attended Illore than 30 elementary schools, often encountering cruel 
discrimination. He left school after the eighth grade and worked full-time in the vineyards to help support 
his family. Cesar joined the U.S. Navy and served in the western Pacific during the end of World War H; and 

WHEREAS, in 1948, Cesar Chavez married Helen Fahda, with whom hc raised eight children. In 
1962, he moved his wife and their young children to Delano, California, where he founded the National Farm 
Workers' Association (NFWA); and 

WHEREAS, Cesar Chavez served as national director for the Community Service Organization in the 
late 1950's and early 1960's. He traveled throughout California urging Mexican-Americans to register and vote 
and made speeches in support of workers' rights; and 

WHEREAS, in September 1965, Cesar Chavez led a successful strike against Delano area table and 
wine growers to demand higher wages. The strike lasted for five years and attracted national attention. In 
1966, his organization merged with the Agricultural Workers' Organizing Committee to form the United 
Farm Workers' (UFW) Organizing Committee, and it became affiliated with the AFL-CIO; and 

• WHEREAS, the 1975 Agricultural Lahor Relations Act, a collective bargaining law for farm workers, 
was a direct result of Cesar Chavez's leadership and the successful grape boycott of grape growers. In 1991, 
Cesar Chavez receivcd the Aguila Azteca, Mexico's highcst award presented to people of Mexican heritage 
who have made major contributions outside of Mexico; and 

WHEREAS, on August 8, 1994, Cesar Chavez became the second Mexican-American to receive the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honor in the United States. The award was presented 
posthumously by President Bill Clinton to Helen F. Chavez and six of their eight children; and 

WHEREAS, in 1994, Cesar Chavez's family and officers of the UFW created the "Cesar E. Chavez 
Foundation" to inspire current and future generations hy promoting the ideals of Cesar's life, work, and 
vision; and 

WHEREAS, although Cesar Chavez passed away on April 23, 1993, his legacy still lives and his dream 
of a national union for farm workers remains a possibility; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby proclaim 
March 31, 2010 as 

"CESAR CHA VEZ DAY" 

in the City of Santa Maria, in honor and rccognition of his work to improve the lives and needs of 
migrant and seasonal farm workers and their families. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of 
Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 16th dav of March 2010. • ' 

Mayor Larry Lavagnino 
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