
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 18, 2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

May 18, 2010 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Fire Chief 

SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT (AFG) APPLICATION 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the Fire Department's 
submission of two Department of Homeland Security Assistance to Firefighters 
grant applications for $141,580 (fire hose replacement) and $35,400 (turnout 
washer/extractors); and to authorize the Fire Chief to sign documents associated 
with this funding on behalf of the City. The resolution further authorizes the 
Director of Administrative Services to receive and appropriate any funds awarded 
through the AFG application. 

BACKGROUND: 

In the wake of the World Trade Center attacks of 9/11, the Department of 
Homeland Security announced the creation of the Assistance to Firefighters 
Grant program administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. A 
program of the National Preparedness Directorate in the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, grants are awarded to fire departments to enhance their 
ability to protect the public and fire service personnel from fire and related 
hazards. 

DISCUSSION: 

On April 26, 2010, the Fire Department received notification that the fiscal year 
2010 funding level for the AFG was set at $390 million. The Fire Department is 
applying for $176,980 to provide replacement fire hose and nozzles for each fire 
apparatus and washer/extractors for each station. 

The fire hose and nozzles will replace existing outdated and sub-standard fire 
hose and will ensure that the fire hose and nozzles on all apparatuses meet 
minimum safety standards. The washer/extractors will replace the old worn out 
machines currently located at Stations 1, 2 and 4 and provide new 
washer/extractors for Stations 3 and 5. These machines are used to wash and 



remove contaminants that could reduce the effectiveness of the firefighters' 
turnout gear. Using these machines also prolongs the life of the turnouts and 
maintains their brighter visibility during nighttime emergencies. 

Fiscal Considerations 
The Assistance to Firefighters Grant, if awarded in total, would be $176,980. If 
one or both of these requests are approved, the Fire Department budget would 
be responsible for 20% matching funds, or $35,396. The City match will be 
financed through revenues received in excess of expenses for contract services 
provided by the Fire Department. 

Impact to the Community 
An award through the Department of Homeland Security's Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant will provide upgraded equipment that meets minimum safety 
standards. If approved, this award will improve the Fire Department's ability to 
suppress fires more efficiently and maintain and prolong the life of its personal 
protective equipment. 


