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November 2, 2010 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Attorney 
Prepared by: Assistant City Attorney 

SUBJECT: ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR RECORDING OF NOTICE OF 
NUISANCE DOCUMENT TO PROVIDE CONSTRUCTIVE NOTICE OF 
EXISTENCE OF PUBLIC NUISANCE - SECOND READING 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council move to adopt an ordinance that would amend Section 5-6.203 to 
include a provision authorizing the recording of a "Notice of Nuisance" document for a 
property upon which exists a public nuisance, 

BACKGROUND: 

As part of its response to the problems posed by a high number of foreclosed, vacant 
and/or abandoned properties, the Code Compliance Division proposed an amendment 
to the City's Municipal Code to authorize the recording of a Notice of Nuisance 
document in the County Recorder's Office against such properties, The Council 
introduced the proposed ordinance amendment at its October 19, 2010 meeting, 

DISCUSSION: 

The primary purpose of recording this document is to provide constructive notice of the 
existence of code violations to potential buyers of abandoned or foreclosure properties 
where there are code violations, as well as properties with dangerous buildings, The 
proposed ordinance is intended to provide potential buyers, sellers and/or other 
successors-in-interest notice of the existence of a public nuisance at a particular 
property by recording a document entitled "Notice of Nuisance" with the County 
Recorder's Office, This notice would primarily be recorded against a property that Code 
Compliance is unable to ascertain who holds legal title or who has control over the 
property, It would also be recorded against properties with substandard conditions or 
unsafe buildings where the responsible parties have been noticed and fail or refuse to 
abate the nuisance condition, The notice will provide a list of the Municipal Code 
violations present at the property, and will provide legal notice to all sellers (who then 
must disclose to potential buyers), as well as buyers and all successors-in-interest, of 
the existence of the Municipal Code violations at the property, Once the violations are 
abated, the City will file a Notice of Satisfaction and Release of Notice of Nuisance 
document. 
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Alternatives: 
The Council could decline to adopt the ordinance. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
No fiscal impact on the City's general fund is anticipated should the Council adopt the 
ordinance. 

Impact to the Community: 
By enacting the ordinance, the City will have a way to improve abatement of nuisance 
conditions on foreclosed and/or abandoned properties in the City, and thereby have a 
positive impact on the community by preserving property values and reducing 
neighborhood blight. 
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