
City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS, Santa 1\laria ~\rea Rotary Clubs' "World Polio Day, October 24, 2010" is a positive initiative 

to create awareness and educate the citizens of Santa Maria about the \~ital importance to eradicate Polio worldwide. 
Rotarv bnngs 105 years of his !On' to thiS initiati\'e. Members arc business, professional, and community leaders, 
who prm'ide humanitarian sen'lce, encourage high ethical standards, and help build goodwill and peace in the 
world. The Santa 1\laria ,\rca Rotan~ Clubs arc among 32,000 Rotan' clubs located 111 more than 200 countries and 
geographical areas that mitiate sen'ice proJects to address today's challenges, including illiteracI', disease, hunger, 
pO"erty, lack of clean water, and cI1\Tlronmcntal concerns; and 

WHEREAS, when Rotary began its mission to eradicate polio more than 350,000 children were stricken 
with polio enn' year, and nearll' 1,000 people were affected by the crippling disease e\'elT day, Since then, polio 
cases han been reduced by ')9" , to fewer than 1,700 cases in 2009, Today only four countries - Afghanistan, India, 
Nigeria, and Pakistan - remain polio-endemic. Due to the efforts of Rotary and its partners, the world is on the 
threshold of ending polio forc\'er - making it only the second disease after smallpox to be eradicated; and 

WHEREAS, the Bill & 1\lelinda Gates Foundation has awarded S355 million to Rotary International in the 
global effort to eradicate polio, SlOO milllOn is a challenge grant to Rotary, 'Ibis is one of the largest challenge grants 
ever gi\'en by the Gates h>undation and the largest received by Rotary in its lOS-year history, 'lbese funds will 
prm'ide critical support to polio eradication activities that is spearheaded by Rotary International and its partners, 
the \'Vorld Health Organization, the l'.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and UNICEF; and 

WHEREAS, Polio eradication has been Rotary's top priority since 1985, with more than $1.2 billion 
contributed to the effort. .\t the Rotary District Conference in San Diego, California, in February 2009, Bill Gates 
praised Rotary for prm'iding the \'olunteers, advocates, and donors who have helped bring about a 99% decline in 
the number of polio cases, "The world would not be where it is without Rotary, and it won't get where it needs to 
go without Rotan'," (;ates said. Rotary is now nearing the three-quarter mark - having raised $140 million of the 
$200 million challenge; and 

WHEREAS, the Santa 1\laria Area Rotary Clubs' initiative is one more community effort to invite the 
residents of Santa 1\lana to support Rotary's goaL The world stands fIrmly on the threshold of victory thanks to the 
achie\'ements of the last 25 years. A polio-free world will be Rotary's ultimate gift to children everywhere; World 
Polio Day, October 24,h, is one small step in helprng Rotary achieve its goal. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby proclaim 
October 24,h as 

"ROTARY WORLD POLIO DAY' 

rn the Cit\' of Santa 1\lana, and im'ite the residents of Santa Maria to support Rotary International's goal of 
\vorld-wide eradication of Polio. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. I han hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of Santa 
1\laria to be affIxed hereto this 19,h day of October, 2010, 

t-.la\'ot Larry La\'agnino 


