
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 19, 2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

October 19, 2010 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Fire Chief 

SUBJECT: AMENDMENTS TO THE FIRE CODE ORDINANCE 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

That the City Council introduce the first reading of an ordinance to replace references in 
Chapter 9-3 of Title 9 of the Santa Maria Municipal Code from the 2007 California Fire 
Code to the current 2010 California Fire Code, and adopt new amendments to Chapter 
9-3 ofT it Ie 9. 

BACKGROUND: 

Staff is bringing forward an ordinance to amend Chapter 9.3 of Title 9 of the Municipal 
Code to comply with the 2010 California Fire Code, That Chapter of the Municipal 
Code, as approved by Council in November 2007, references portions of the 2007 
California Fire Code. As a matter of good legal housekeeping, staff regularly requests 
that the City Council consider and approve amendments to Santa Maria's laws. 

This action is occurring now because approximately every three years the State of 
California updates Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, also known as the 
California Building Standards Code (the "CBSC"). The State has adopted new building 
codes - including updates to the California Fire Code - that will become effective on 
January 1, 2011. Among other things, the CBSC specifies the circumstances under 
which a City-issued building permit may be issued. Therefore, the Fire Code references 
in the Municipal Code must now be updated to incorporate these changes. Many local 
jurisdictions are going through this same exercise. 

DISCUSSION: 

It is imperative that Council adopt these changes to meet the new California Fire Code. 
There are no additions or increases to the State Fire Code that are being 
recommended. 



The major change for the 2010 California Fire Code adoption is the Group R 
(residential) fire sprinkler requirement. The new Code adopted by the State now 
requires fire sprinkler systems to be installed in ALL newly constructed residential 
structures, regardless of size or occupancy. The previous City code only required fire 
sprinklers in residential structures 5,000 square feet or greater. 

In addition, the proposed ordinance would eliminate a substantial amount of code 
sections (31 in total) from Chapter 9.3 because the Fire Department considers them 
redundant with, or more restrictive than, the California Fire Code. 

The most significant of these address automatic fire sprinkler systems for group 
residential facilities, and the density of placement of fire hydrants. Section 903.2.7 
addressing Group R Occupancies and fire sprinklers will be eliminated, in recognition of 
code requirements contained in the California Fire Code. 

Previous code adoption ordinances have modified Appendix C - Fire Hydrant Number 
and Distribution; resulting in an increase in fire hydrant density from one hydrant every 
500 feet to one every 400 feet. In recognition of existing fire sprinkler requirements and 
the residential code requirements contained in the new California Fire Code, Appendix 
C is being adopted without modification. 

Chapter 33 of Title 9, pertaining to fireworks sales and use, is included in this ordinance 
without modification and will be reviewed and modified at a later date. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
Minimal staff time for amending the Municipal Code. 

Impact to the Community: 
Existing codes are currently in use. There will be some increased costs pertaining to 
residential construction due to the residential occupancy sprinkler requirement 
contained within the new State code. These costs, however, will be offset by the 
reduction of infrastructure costs related to the reduction of density of fire hydrants. 

JEFFREY JONES 
Fire Chief 

ATTACHMENT 
Proposed Fire Code Ordinance Language 


