
FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

September 7, 2010 

FROM: 

City Council ~ 

City Manager 
Prepared by: Director of Public Works ity Engineer i\"> 

TO: 

SUBJECT: SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT FUNDS 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution approving receipt of Safe Routes to School 
(SR2S) Grant funding, a grant from the State of California. 

BACKGROUND: 

In 1999, California was the first state in the country to legislate a SR2S program with the 
enactment of AB 1475. In 2007, AB 57 was passed which extended the program 
indefinitely. 

Section 2333.5 of the Streets and Highways Code states that the Department of 
Transportation, in conjunction with the California Highway Patrol (CHP), shall make grants 
available to local government agencies under the program based upon results of a 
statewide competition. 

The goals of the program are to reduce injuries and fatalities to school children and to 
encourage increased walking and bicycling among students. The program achieves 
these goals by constructing facilities that enhance safety for pedestrians and bicyclists, 
primarily students in grades K-12 who walk or bicycle to school. By enhancing the safety 
of the pathways, trails, sidewalks, and crossings, the likelihood of attracting and 
encouraging other students to walk and bike increases. 

DISCUSSION: 

The Public Works Engineering Division, Santa Maria Police Department and Santa 
Maria Bonita School District, assembled a grant application to help improve safety and 
encourage walking to local area schools. A grant application featuring the following 
items was approved for funding: upgrade of area school signage, crosswalk 
improvements, vehicle speed feedback signs, and development of a bilingual public 
outreach and education program. 



The total SR2S proposed allocation to the City of Santa Maria is $85,800 with a 
$19,800 local match from the City. Upon the City Council's approval of this grant, the 
funds will be released to the City. 

Alternatives 
The City Council CQuid direct staff to request a different project for the SR2S funding. 
However, the proposed improvements have been pre-approved by the State; 
SUbstitution of said improvements could place the City at risk of not receiving the SR2S 
grant funds. 

Fiscal Considerations 
The receipt of SR2S grant funds represents an increase in revenue for grant funded 
capital projects in the amount of $85,800. The resolution includes language that directs 
the Director of Administrative Services to appropriate the funds and identify expenditure 
accounts within the current budget. 

Impact to the Community 
The Safe Routes to School grant funds will help to enhance school area safety and 
encourage children to bicycle and walk to school. 

Other Agency Review 
None. 
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