
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 21,2010 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
September 21,2010 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Tim Ness, City Manager 
Prepared by: Alexander Posada, Director of Recreation and Parks 

SUBJECT: PROCLAMATION ACKNOWLEDGING OCTOBER AS "ARTS AND 
HUMANITIES MONTH" 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council recognize the month of October as "Arts and Humanities Month"; 
and encourage the Santa Maria community and surrounding areas to celebrate and 
promote our nation's arts and culture, and encourage greater participation in taking 
action for the arts and humanities within our community. 

BACKGROUND: 

National "Arts and Humanities Month" presents the opportunity for everyone to 
experience the arts this October, whether it is by attending the theater or other cultural 
event, taking a ceramics or dance class, or singing songs with your kids. Large cities to 
small towns across the country are hosting activities in honor of artists, historians, and 
cultural groups, inviting everyone in the community to participate and experience the 
arts. In October, the City of Santa Maria will be hosting the "27th Annual Autumn Arts, 
Grapes and Grains Festival", which coincides perfectly with this proclamation. 

DISCUSSION: 

National "Arts and Humanities Month" is an annual observance, designed to focus 
attention on the variety of arts and humanities that are essential in creating a vibrant, 
cohesive community. Studies prove that the social benefits of those who participate, 
learn, or are involved with the arts are key to building a strong society, creating strong, 
self-reliant, and proud communities. Studies also confirm that children learn critical
thinking skills and improve focus when provided a solid foundation in the arts. 

Fiscal Considerations 
There are no immediate fiscal impacts to the City of Santa Maria by proclaiming 
October as "Arts and Humanities Month." 
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Proclamation 
WHEREAS, the month of October has been recognized as "National Arts and Humanities Month" 

by thousands of art guilds, cultural organizations, communities, and states throughout the country, as well 
as by the White House and Congress for more than two decades; and 

WHEREAS, the arts and humanities are the embodiment of all things beautiful and entertaining in 
the world, displaying much of the accumulated wisdom, intellect, and imagination of humankind and 
serving as an enduring record of human achievement; and 

WHEREAS, industries and businesses locate themselves in communities that are the centers of 
creativity, and California has more than twice as many arts-related jobs than any other state; and 

WHEREAS, the arts is a core subject as declared by both the state and federal Departments of 
Education, since children learn critical-thinking skills and improve focus when provided a solid 
foundation in the arts; and 

WHEREAS, participation in the arts ignites discussion and promotes communication amongst 
those of all ages, and is especially beneficial in offering engaging, constructive, and safe environments for 
young people during non-school hours when they are most vulnerable to community violence and gang 
recruitment; and 

WHEREAS, the arts build cultural bridges, contribute towards cross-cultural understanding, 
strengthen the association between identity and citizenship, preserve the traditions and contributions of 
its residents, and enhances the quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, the Santa Maria Arts Council is celebrating its 45th anniversary this year and 
continues to support local art organizations, arts education, and emerging artists through its various 
progtams; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby proclaim 
the month of October 2010, as 

"ARTS AND HUMANITIES MONTH' 

in the City of Santa Maria and call upon all residents to celebrate and promote our nation's arts and 
culture, and encourage gteater participation in taking action for the arts and humanities within our 
community_ 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of 
Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 21" day of September, 2010_ 

Mayor Larry Lavagnino 


