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Proclamation 
Il'HEREA.8, the earliest documented proof of Filipino presence in the Continental United States falls 

on October 18, 1587; and 

IrHEREA,c~; the first Filipinos to set foot in North America arrived in the Morro Bay area, of what is 
now known as San Luis Obispo, California, on board the Manila-built galleon ship Nllestra Senora de 
Esperanza under the command of Spanish Captain Pedro de Unamuno; 

IFHERHA:-,; the Filipino National Historical Society-California Central Coast Chapter was chartered on 
January 15, 1992, in Seattle, WA, as the 10,h Chapter nationwide; and 

WHERHAS, efforts must continue to promote the study of Filipino American history and culture, so 
mandated in the mission statctnent of the Filipino American National Historical Society, because the roles of 
Filipino Alncricans have been overlooked in the writings, teachings, and learning of United States history; and 

IFHbRLAS, it is imperative for Filipino American youths to have positive role models and to instill in 
them the importance of education, completnentcd \vith the richness of their ethnicity, and the values of their 
legacy; and 

WHER1"AS, the first official celebration was October 25, 2009, in Charles Lara's back yard to honor 20 
Filipino American World War II Veterans that contributed to the history of the United States; 

NOW; THEREFORE; I, LARRY LAVAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby proclaim 
October as 

"FILIPINO AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH" 

in the City of Santa Maria and recognize this is a significant time to study the advancement of Filipino 
Americans in the history of the United States, as a favorable time of celebration, remembrance, reflection, and 
motivation, and a relevant time to rene",' efforts toward research, examination, and promulgation of Filipino 
American history and culture, in order to provide an opportunity for all residents to learn and appreciate more 
about Filipino Americans and their historic contributions. 

iN IlTijVESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of Santa 
Maria to be affixed hereto this 21" day of September, 2010_ 

Mayor Larry Lavagnino 


