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WHEREAS, Autism is a complex neurobiological disorder that typically lasts throughout a 
person's lifetime and is part of a group known as Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASDs); and 

WHEREAS, Autism affects all persons regardless of race, religion, socio-economic status or 
geography; and 

WHEREAS, the current rate of Autism diagnosis IS 1 in every 110 individuals, 80% of people 
diagnosed with Autism are male; and 

WHEREAS, Autism is the third most common developmental disability in the United States, 
affecting more than 48,888 individuals in this State; and 

WHEREAS, Autism is now the most common childhood disability affecting over 41,872 children in 
California under the age of 22; and 

WHEREAS, many are not adequately informed about ASDs and the value and importance of early 
identification, assessment, and treatment of these disorders; and 

WHEREAS, individuals with ASDs and their families face tremendous and overwhelming 
challenges in accessing and navigating the complex programs and services for these disorders; and 

WHEREAS, parents and family members have made invaluable conttibutions through their 
commitment, caring and advocacy to important advances in research, education, and treatment for 
individuals with ASDs; and 

WHEREAS, Autism Awareness Month and the work of the Autism Society of Santa Barbara helps 
to increase and develop knowledge of Autism, and are of paramount importance in creating an empathetic 
and compassionate citizenry; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby proclaim 
April 2011 as, 

"AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH" 

in the City of Santa Maria and recognizes and commends the talents, abilities and contributions of 
individuals in our community diagnosed with ASDs and recognize parents and relatives of individuals 
with ASDs, the professionals that provide valued services, and the Autism Society of Santa Barbara for 
their commitment, sacrifice and dedication in providing for the special needs of individuals with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of 
Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 5'· day of April, 2011. 

Larry Lavagnino, Mayor 
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