
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 19, 2011 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

April 19, 2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Dan Orr, Fire Battalion Chief 

SUBJECT: SAFELY SURRENDERED BABY PROGRAM 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the establishment of a Safely 
Surrendered Baby Program and designating Santa Maria Fire Stations as safe 
surrender sites pursuant to the California Safely Surrendered Baby Law (SB 1368), 

BACKGROUND: 

Since 1999, over 40 states have passed legislation designating safe surrender 
conditions for a parent to relinquish infants they are unable to care for, without fear of 
arrest or prosecution. The California Safely Surrendered Baby Law (also know as the 
Safe Haven Law or Newborn Abandonment Law, California Health and Safety Code 
1255.7) was signed into law by Governor Davis in September 2000, and went into effect 
on January 1, 2001. The law was amended in 2005 to allow local governments to 
designate safe surrender sites within their community. The purpose of the law is to 
protect babies from being hurt or killed when they are abandoned in unsafe areas such 
as trash bins or dumpsters. 

This law provides that no parent or person having legal custody of a newborn infant less 
than 72 hours of age may be prosecuted for abandonment, if he or she voluntarily 
surrenders physical custody of the child to a hospital or any other local government
designated fire station, safe surrender site or emergency department, provided that the 
infant has not been abused or neglected. 

DISCUSSION: 

Fire Departments and Fire Protection Districts throughout the County, including 
Montecito and Carpinteria-Summerland, are being designated as safe surrender sites 
under this program. According to the Health and Safety Code: 



"Any person on-duty at a safe surrender site shall accept physical custody of a 
minor child 72 hours old or younger pursuant to this section if a parent or other 
individual having lawful custody of the child voluntarily surrenders physical 
custody of the child to personnel who are on duty at the safe surrender site." 

Currently, upon delivery to a medical facility, an abandoned infant is treated as a 
medical emergency and becomes a ward of the County. Absent an authorized Safely 
Surrendered Baby Program, the parent or person abandoning the infant is subject to 
arrest and prosecution. Upon approval of a Safely Surrendered Baby Program, each 
designated safe surrender site(s) receives a supply of safe surrender kits which include 
program information, identification wristbands for the infant and surrendering adult, and 
a voluntary questionnaire about the infant. The wristband for the surrendering adult is 
voluntary and is used to establish identity should the person later decide to rescind their 
decision to surrender custody of the infant. The voluntary questionnaire is intended to 
provide information to assist medical personnel and the County with any potential health 
issues that may impact the surrendered infant. 

All sworn Fire Department personnel will receive in-house training, and signs for the 
public will be placed at the City's Fire Stations. Community outreach programs such as 
Santa Barbara County Child Welfare Services, Head Start and the County Public Health 
Department's Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program will help educate the 
general public about the program, in addition to media outreach. 

Alternatives 
The City Council could choose not to authorize participation in the Safely Surrendered 
Baby Program. This alternative is not recommended as there have been recorded 
cases of infants being disposed of inhumanely. Such desperate choices are often made 
due to the inability to care for a newborn infant and fear of legal repercussions for 
voluntary surrender of custody. 

Fiscal Considerations 
Start-up costs associated with the "Baby Safe" program are $500 which includes signs 
for the Fire Stations and the parent paperwork packets. This can be accommodated 
within the existing Fire Department budget utilizing Aware and Prepare grant funding. 

Impact to the Community 
Additional safe surrender sites throughout the City will provide more options for parents 
or legal custodians facing the decision of surrendering their child. 
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