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COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

December 6, 2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Attorney 
Prepared by: Assistant City Attorney 

SUBJECT: SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE TO RESTRICT 
RESIDENCY RESTRICTIONS FOR SEX OFFENDERS 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt on a second reading an ordinance adding Chapter 6-
9 to the Santa Maria City Municipal Code regarding residency restrictions for sex 
offenders. 

BACKGROUND: 

The City Council considered the attached ordinance adding Chapter 6-9 to the 
Santa Maria City Municipal Code regarding residency restrictions for sex 
offenders at its meeting on November 15, 2011, and voted 5-0 to introduce the 
ordinance on a first reading. 

DISCUSSION: 

"Jessica's Law," codified in Penal Code Section 3003.5, prohibits a sex offender 
required to register with local law enforcement agencies under Penal Code 
Section 290, from residing within 2,000 feet of a school or park. Recently, a 
court in Placer County issued an order recommending that a violent sexual 
predator eligible for release from a state mental hospital be placed in the City of 
Santa Maria at a residence located within 2,000 feet of a school "as the crow 
flies." The court was able to do so because the method for measuring the 2,000 
feet was not specified in Penal Code Section 3003.5(b), and ruled that the proper 
measurement method was to determine the actual "travel" distance rather than to 
use a radial distance in all directions from the proposed residence. 

Because of this decision, staff recommended that the City Council adopt an 
ordinance that would clarify that the measurement method for determining the 
2,000 feet requirement is not based on "travel" distance, but rather, on a straight 
line measurement in all directions from the proposed placement residence 
without regard to any structures, roads, or other obstacles. Since the Placer 
County court was going to make a final ruling on the placement decision on 
December 5, 2011, there was not enough time for a regular ordinance to be 
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acted upon by the Council and take effect before the scheduled hearing. 
Therefore, staff recommended that the Council enact an urgency ordinance, 
which would take effect immediately if adopted. Staff also recommended that the 
Council adopt on a first reading an identical ordinance pursuant to the regular 
procedures for adopting ordinances. Staff recommended this action in the 
unlikely event that the urgency ordinance was challenged; in which case, the 
regular ordinance would become effective and render any challenge to the 
urgency ordinance moot. 

The City Council adopted the urgency ordinance, and introduced an identical 
ordinance on a first reading pursuant to the ordinary procedures for adopting 
ordinances at its meeting on November 15, 2011. Both ordinances passed on 5-
0 vote. Staff is now recommending that the Council enact the regular ordinance 
on a second reading. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
The proposed action will have no fiscal impact. 

Impact to the Community: 
The proposed action will have a positive impact on the community by preventing 
a sexua~redator from ,being allowed to locate within 2,000 feet of a school. 
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