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UPDATE 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Santa Maria City Council conduct a public hearing and following consideration 
of public comment, pass a resolution to adopt the 2010 Urban Water Management Plan 
Update, dated May 2011. 

BACKGROUND: 

In 1983, following several years of drought, the State adopted AB797, which called for 
medium and large urban water purveyors, defined as those serving 3,000 or more 
customers or providing at least 3,000 acre-feet of water per year (AFY), to prepare and 
adopt an Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP). The intent of the legislation was to 
make sure that all urban water purveyors prepared a plan to provide sufficient water 
resources for their service areas. The essential elements of the UWMP required by the 
law include the following: 

1) Historic water supply and quality for an urban area; 
2) Future water demand based on population projections; 
3) Evaluation of the ability of the current supply to meet the future demands, in 

terms of quantity and quality; 
4) Evaluation of potential alternative supplies available to the area; 
5) Evaluation of specific conservation measures outlined in the act as they apply to 

the area; and 
6) Evaluation of the City's ability to meet the Governor's 20 percent reduction in per 

capita water use by the year 2020. 

The act further requires that the UWMP be updated every five years in order to 
reassess and add to the previously completed plan and updates. 

On June 7, 1988, the City Council passed Resolution No. 88-48 adopting the original 
UWMP. Council adopted updates to the plan in: 



DISCUSSION: 

~ 1991 by Resolution No. 91-164 
~ 1996 by Resolution No. 96-61 
~ 2000 by Resolution No. 00-225 
~ 2007 by Resolution No. 07-46 

Updates to the UWMP are to occur at least once every five years, on or before 
December 31st, in the years ending in five and zero. The deadline to complete the 2010 
update was extended to July 1, 2011 by Department of Water Resources in order to 
provide water suppliers with more time to address issues associated with meeting the 
20 percent reduction in per capita water use by the year 2020. 

The public review draft has been available since May 16, 2011. The draft indicates that 
the City has ample water supplies under numerous drought scenarios at a build-out 
population. Since its availability, some minor typographical errors have been noted in 
Table 4-1. In addition, the population projections from SBCAG estimates are not the 
same as the City's build-out population projections. Adjusting the population 
projections to match the City's build-out projections will cause adjustments to several 
tables and figures, but will not change the substance of the report. These changes are 
reflected in the final report, Urban Water Management Plan 2010 Update. This report 
was distributed to City Council with Council Notes on May 27, 2011, in advance of the 
June 7, 2011 City Council Meeting. Copies of the report are also available at the City 
Clerk's Office and the Santa Maria Public Library for public viewing. 

The UWMP includes a historical review of population, water usage, and water quality 
trends. Revised projections of population growth and water demand are also included. 
The roles of State Water and groundwater in the future water management strategy are 
presented. Finally, water conservation efforts are reviewed. 

As in previous UWMP updates, the report is statutorily exempt per Section 15262 of the 
CEQA guidelines. 

Water Suppliers are to encourage the active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and 
economic elements of the population within the service area prior to and during the 
preparation of the plan. The City held a planning session on March 22, 2011, with 
adjacent water agencies and other stakeholders. The City also held a public workshop 
on Thursday, May 19, 2011. Notice of the public workshop was publicized in the Santa 
Maria Times with a quarter page display ad on May 15 and May 18, and 24 public 
service announcements were run on Telemundo between May 12 and May 18 to reach 
out to Spanish speaking residents. One member of the public attended the public 
workshop, requesting more information on the City's emergency response 
preparedness. 

After the public hearing, the plan should be adopted as prepared or modified after the 
hearing. Once finalized, the document shall be submitted to the Department of Water 
Resources, the California State Library, and any city or county within which the supplier 
provides water, no later than 30 days after adoption. No later than 30 days after filing a 
copy of its plan with the Department of Water Resources, the water supplier and the 



Department of Water Resources shall make the plan available for public review during 
normal business hours. 

Fiscal Considerations: 

There is no fiscal impact from the Council's adoption of the UWMP update. This 
change merely updates the UWMP. The fiscal impacts associated with any 
development of the other proposed facilities, which have been previously described in 
the document, must be brought to the Council prior to implementation. 

Impact to the Community: 

There will be no impacts to the community as a result of updating the UWMP. The City 
service levels will continue at the current levels. 

~ G. SWEET, P.E. 
Director of Utilities 


