
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF JUNE 21,2011 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
June 21,2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Alexander Posada, Director of Recreation and Parks 

SUBJECT: PROCLAMATION ACKNOWLEDGING JULY AS "RECREATION AND 
PARKS MONTH" 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council recognize July as "Recreation and Parks Month," and encourage the 
Santa Maria community and surrounding areas to enjoy and participate in the benefits of 
public and private parks, recreation programs, services, and facilities. 

BACKGROUND 

In today's society, recreation has evolved to the forefront providing many positive benefits in 
creating happy and healthy lifestyles, which contributes to strengthening the foundation of a 
community. The National Recreation and Parks Association encourages cities to declare July 
as "National Recreation and Parks Month" by promoting participation in the many recreational 
and leisure services available in their respective communities. 

DISCUSSION 

National "Recreation and Parks Month" is an annual observance, designed to focus attention on 
the variety of recreational and leisure services, which are essential in creating a vibrant, 
cohesive community. Studies prove that the social benefits of recreation contribute to building 
a strong society and in creating strong, self-reliant, and proud communities. Through the 
provision of parks, open spaces, and protected natural environments, recreation also 
contributes to the environmental health of our community. Studies also confirm a multitude of 
economic reasons why it is wise to invest in recreational and parks services, including 
preventive health benefits, the motivation of business relocation and expansion, and 
reductions in the high cost of vandalism and criminal activity. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
There are no immediate fiscal impacts to the City of Santa Maria in proclaiming July as 
"Recreation and Parks Month." However, participation in Recreation and Parks Department 
services could increase General Fund revenues, reduce the cost of incidences of juvenile 
delinquency, as well as assist in reducing energy consumption, while individuals enjoy 
outdoor recreational and leisure activities. 

Impacts to the Community: 
Increasing public knowledge with respect to recreational and parks services, and promoting 
their participation in recreational and leisure activities, enhances the lifestyles of our 
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Proclamation 
WHEREAS, Recreation and Parks' programs are an integral part of communities throughout this 

country, including the City of Santa Maria; and 

WHEREAS, our recreational activities and park sites are vitally important to establishing and 
maintaining the quality of life in our communities, ensuring the health of all citizens, and contributing to 
the economic and environmental well-being of a community and region; and 

WHEREAS, recreational and park programs build healthy, active communities that aid in the 
prevention of chronic disease, provide therapeutic, recreational services for those who are mentally or 
physically disabled, and also improve the mental and emotional health of all citizens; and 

WHEREAS, Recreation and Parks' programs enhance a community's economic prosperity through 
greater property values, expansion of the local tax base, increased tourism, the attraction and retention of 
businesses, and crime reduction; and 

WHEREAS, Recreation and Parks' areas are fundamental to the environmental well-being of our 
community; and 

WHEREAS, parks and natural recreational areas improve water quality, protect groundwater, 
prevent flooding, improve the quality of the air we breathe, provide vegetative buffers to development, and 
produce habitat for wildlife; and 

WHEREAS, our parks and natural recreational areas ensure the ecological beauty of our 
community, and provide a place for children and adults to connect with nature and to recreate outdoors; 
and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. House of Representatives designated July as "Parks and Recreation Month"; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria recognizes the benefits derived from Recreation and Parks' 
resources. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby proclaim 
the month of July 2011 as 

"RECREATION AND PARKS MONTH" 

in the City of Santa Maria and urge all residents to enjoy and recognize the social, physical, mental, 
economic, environmental, and community benefits derived from our various programs, which include 
swimming lessons, sports for all ages, youth day-camps, youth outreach and afterschool programs, teen 
career skill-building classes, and numerous options for senior services at our parks and community 
centers, thus providing something of value to everyone. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of 
Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 21" day of June, 2011. 

Larry Lavagnino, Mayor 


