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RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council receive a status report on the Union Valley Parkway project and 
take the following actions: 

(1) approve the Notice of Contract Completion for Phase I, from Broadway to 
approximately 450 feet west of Foxenwood Lane; 

(2) approve the Notice of Contract Completion for Phase II, from approximately 450 
feet west of Foxenwood Lane to S. Blosser Road; and 

(3) approve a recommendation from the Traffic Committee to establish a 45 mph 
speed limit zone on Union Valley Parkway from Broadway to S. Blosser Road. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Union Valley Parkway is a primary arterial roadway in the City's General Plan. The 
primary arterial designation means that the roadway is intended to provide traffic mobility, 
and to limit access to adjacent properties. Since the early 1960's, the City of Santa 
Maria, the County of Santa Barbara, and Caltrans have worked together to create this 
new freeway connection in the southern portion of the City. This new expressway will 
provide vital freeway access for the Santa Maria Airport Business Park, as well as 
congestion relief for east-west circulation within the Orcutt area. 

DISCUSSION: 

The first two phases of the Union Valley Parkway were opened to the public in December 
2010, and are the subject of the two Notices of Completion in the staff recommendation. 
Phase III will extend the roadway from the new traffic signal at State Route 135 
(Broadway) to the existing Union Valley Parkway at Hummel Drive. With the completion 
of Phase III, the roadway will extend from S. Blosser Road to Boardwalk Lane, 
immediately adjacent to the future freeway interchange at US 101. 

The current scheduling for the next two Union Valley Parkway projects estimates that 
construction of Phase III will begin in Summer 2011, while the interchange project 
construction will begin in late 2012 or early 2013. 



The third staff recommendation is approval of the new speed limit zone on the newly 
constructed roadway. The establishment of the new speed limit zone is a necessary 
facility "start-up" feature. With the introduction of a new roadway into the community, 
vehicles must obey the "prima facie" speed limit of 55 mph. Staff immediately began 
collecting vehicle speed data to support a speed limit zone enforceable by radar. The 
Traffic Committee's recommended speed limit of 45 mph is the result of staffs efforts in 
this regard. 

Alternatives 
The alternative to the recommended actions is not to approve the Notices of Completion 
and the speed limit zone for Union Valley Parkway. Non-approval of the Notices of 
Completion would force the contractors to seek other remedies to recover their retention 
funds and receive their public contract bond releases. Non-approval of the speed limit 
zone would leave the speed limit on Union Valley Parkway at 55 mph. 

Fiscal Considerations 
The Union Valley Parkway Phases I and II are fully funded using a combination of 
Federal and State grant funding and City of Santa Maria growth mitigation fees. 

Impact to the Communitv 
The Union Valley Parkway is an essential primary arterial roadway that will improve 
access and circulation in the southern portion of the City of Santa Maria. When it is fully 
completed it will have a very beneficial impact on the community. However, the 
introduction of this new roadway has caused difficulty for some residents in the adjacent 
Foxenwood subdivisions. Furthermore, two vehicle accidents have occurred on the 
roadway since the opening. Each accident was caused by driver error, not roadway 
design or configuration. 

Staff has received a number of complaints from the Foxenwood residents, as well as ten 
Letters to the Editor in the Santa Maria Times. The residents expressed concerns 
regarding vehicles traveling at high speeds on the roadway and limited visibility of 
oncoming vehicles on Union Valley Parkway at the intersections at California Boulevard 
and at Foxenwood Lane. Staff has received these comments and acted by investigating 
each concern, analyzing the various factors, and developing strategies for minimizing 
problems. The first actions taken were to adjust landscaping to increase visibility and 
proceeding through the process to establish the speed limit zone as soon as possible. 
Additional actions may be recommended as new data is collected. 

Other Agency Review 
None. 

WHITEHEAD, P.E. 
Director of Public Works/City Engineer 

xc: Chief Deputy City Clerk 
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