
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF MARCH 15,2011 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

March 15, 2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 

SUBJECT: 7TH GRADE ESSAY CONTEST WINNER 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council recognize the winner of the Community Bank ih Grade 
Essay Contest winner. 

BACKGROUND: 

Community Bank of Santa Maria recently sponsored an essay contest for ih 
grade students from Santa Maria, Lompoc and Guadalupe. The topic was "If you 
were the Mayor and you were given $1,000,000 how would you use it to enhance 
your community?" The essay had to contain 250 words or less. 

DISCUSSION: 

The first place winner was Bailey Durnin from St. Louis de Montfort School. 
Second place went to Katie Parker from Valley Christian Academy, and third 
place to Taylor White from Lompoc Middle School. Bailey will receive a $250 
Savings Bond, lunch with the Mayor, and recognition from the City Council and 
the opportunity to read her winning essay at tonight's Council meeting. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
None. 

Impact to the Community: 
Positive impact and the opportunity to reach out and see what students consider 
important for the betterment of their community. 

ATIACHMENT - Copy of Winning Essay 



Bailey Durnin 

Mrs. Matasci 

St. Louis de Montfort 

"Ladies and gentleman. it is my pleasure to introduce your newly elected mayor!" 

"Thank you Mr. Lavagnino. I am thrilled, as my first act as the Mayor of Santa Maria, to 

announce a new program to invest in our most precious resource. the people of this great city. I 

am committing one million dollars to this project. with the goal of creating jobs and helping the 

economy of Santa Maria. 

We will be asking all of our citizens to submit proposals for $ I 0,000 grants. We will 

award these grants to the best 100 proposals that are submitted. Our primary aim is to find those 

individuals with new and interesting ideas that will create jobs and who offer hope for a new fu

ture for the city. 

I ask you to join me today in encouraging the best, brightest and most creative to particip

ate in making a new and bright future for all of us. As a young child. I experienced the value in 

investing in individuals through Kiva. Now it is time for us to invest in our own in the same way. 

I encourage all Santa Marians to think big and creatively. I am confident that the future of 

this great city rests in the best and original ideas of our own citizens. It is my sincere hope that 

this bold program will open new opportunities and mark a new moment for all of the people of 

Santa Maria. Thank you. " 

Attachment 


