
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF MARCH 15, 2011 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

March 15, 2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Mark van de Kamp, Management Analyst II 

SUBJECT: AWARDS RECOGNITION FOR THE CITY'S 2010-12 BUDGET 
DOCUMENT 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That awards recognition for budgeting excellence be presented to the City of Santa 
Maria and to Assistant City Manager Rick Haydon. Presenting the awards will be Bill 
Statler, former President of the California Society of Municipal Finance Officers and 
member of the Budget and Fiscal Policy Committee of the Government Finance Officers 
Association of the United States and Canada. The awards are: 

1. Distinguished Budget Presentation Award from the Government Finance 
Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA); and 

2. Excellence in Operating Budget Award from the California Society of 
Municipal Finance Officers (CSMFO). 

DISCUSSION: 

The City's 2010-12 budget document earned the City its seventh consecutive 
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award from the GFOA and its seventh consecutive 
Excellence in Operating Budget Award from the CSMFO. These awards span a period 
of 14 years, as the City prepares and adopts two-year budgets. 

In order to receive the GFOA award, a governmental unit must publish a budget 
document that meets program criteria as a policy guide, financial plan, operations guide, 
and communications device. Budgets must be rated proficient in all four categories and 
14 mandatory criteria within those categories to earn the award. The CSMFO program 
recognizes those agencies that have prepared a budget document that meets high 
professional standards. 

Following are sample comments from the impartial budget reviewers: 

"CSMFO is aware of how much work goes into putting together a budget, particularly 
during the current difficult economic times, and CSMFO appreciates the efforts of 



everyone involved in presenting the budget for the City of Santa Maria. Overall, this is a 
very well laid-out and comprehensive guide to the city." 

''This budget is very strong in the way that it describes the services that are provided by 
your departments. Once again, the supportive information makes this a very interesting 
budget to review. The document is easy to understand. It is formatted in a way that 
makes it very easy to navigate." 

Fiscal Considerations: 
None. 

Impact to the Communitv: 
The awards signify that the City's budget meets the highest standards for quality and 
transparency, and clearly communicates the City's financial story and operations. 
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