
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 3,2011 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

May 3, 2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Director of Utilities 

SUBJECT: 2011 WATER AWARENESS MONTH 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council proclaim the month of Mayas Water Awareness Month in 
the City of Santa Maria, in conjunction with the California Water Awareness 
Campaign, and introduce the Second Annual Water Awareness School Poster 
Contest winners, 

BACKGROUND: 

The California Water Awareness Campaign is a year-long effort by organizations 
throughout California to promote public awareness regarding water conservation, 
supply and demand, quality, and distribution of water. The Utilities Department, 
along with other water purveyors within Santa Barbara County, will observe the 
month of Mayas Water Awareness Month, which helps educate Californians and 
encourages the wise use of water resources, and focuses on the four aspects of 
water use: industry, drinking water, the environment, and agriculture. 

DISCUSSION: 

This year the Utilities Department has implemented its second annual Water 
Awareness School Poster Contest for third grade students from the Santa Maria 
Bonita School District. The contest allows children to compete and create 
colorful posters symbolizing Water Awareness Month that explain why water 
conservation is important to our community. Prizes will be given to 1s

" 2nd
, and 

3rd place winners. Student winners will also have the opportunity to display their 
colorful posters at City Hall, highlighted on the City's Website, and on local 
government channels. 

1 st Place Winner - Four passes to San Diego Zoo 
2nd Place Winner - Four passes to San Diego Wild Animal Park 
3rd Place Winner - Four passes to Santa Maria Discovery Museum 

Contest prizes have been kindly donated by Emerald Wave Media and the Santa 
Maria Valley Discovery Museum. 



In support of this year's campaign, the Utilities Department will also provide 
complimentary water conservation kits (while supplies last), with other 
promotional items such as toilet tank banks, shower timers, and informative 
brochures. 

Fiscal Considerations 
A total cost of $5000, associated with the distribution of water conservation kits 
and other promotional items, has been absorbed within the existing fiscal year 
budget allocations from 2010-11. An appropriation is not necessary. 

Impact to the Community 
The community and environment will benefit as citizens are motivated to use ;ii:. :::~: :~' "O"N,t;OO te~o;q"" ;O'OOffi '0' O~'OOffi. 

Director of Utilities 



City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS, water is one of the City of Santa Maria's most precious natural resources and 

a vital part of our economy and environment; and 

WHEREAS, residents and businesses within the area can make a difference when it 
comes to conserving water; and 

WHEREAS, water is a basic and essential need for humankind, as our health, comfort, 
and standard of living depend upon an abundant supply of clean water; and 

WHEREAS, this year, the City of Santa Maria Utilities Department, implemented its 
Second Annual Water Awareness School Poster Contest inviting all third grade students in the 
Santa Maria Bonita School District to compete and create colorful posters symbolizing Water 
Awareness Month; and 

WHEREAS, residents of the City of Santa Maria are encouraged to conserve water by 
using such items as, toilet tank banks, water hose timers, low flow shower heads, sink aerators, 
leak detection tablets, as well as being well infonned through public service announcements, 
press releases and brochures; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria, do 
hereby proclaim the month of Mayas, 

"WATER A WARENESS MONTH" 

in the City of Santa Maria, and do urge residents and businesses to increase their water 
awareness and make conservation a continuing way of life. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the 
City of Santa Maria to be affixed hereto on this 3n1 day of May, 2011. 

Larry Lavagnino, Mayor 


