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WHEREAS, the Composting Councils of Canada, Australia, the U.K. and the United States have 
declared the first week of May to be the annual International Composting Awareness Week; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria Regional Landfill has diverted Greenwaste from the landfill 
conserving valuable landfill space and recycling the valuable organics into a great soil amendment; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria Waste Water Treatment Plant has been an early pioneer in 
helping establish a Regional Compost facility that has compos ted the City's biosolids since 1993 into a 
product that makes healthy soil and thereby healthy plants; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria Recreation & Parks Department has used compost 
successfully to improve the turf located in City parks. They have also top dressed City lawns with 
compost, thereby helping to complete the cycle of recycling; and 

WHEREAS, top dressing lawns and turf with compost saves money by reducing the need for 
chemical fertilizer, pesticides, and thereby helps to limit pollutants from entering the environment. 
Compost improves the soil structure, reduces erosion and run-off, and supplies soil with a variety of 
macro and micro nutrients; and 

WHEREAS, home composting and mulching is a way householders can reduce the volume of 
waste generated at home by taking individual responsibility for keeping waste reduction costs down; and 

WHEREAS, Community Sustainability is enhanced by composting greenwaste, biosolids, and 
other organic materials and promoting the use of renewable resources in landscaping, horticulture and 
agriculture; and 

WHEREAS, composting programs will benefit from increased awareness of the benefits of 
adding organic materials to the soil, thereby increasing the demand for compost; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Maria and Engel & Gray Inc. have created a Public/Private 
partnership and developed a regional composting facility to serve the recycling goals of the Central 
Coast. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, LARRY LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria, hereby 
proclaim the week of May 1 through May 7, 2011 as 

"INTERNATIONAL COMPOST A WARENESS WEEK" 

in the City of Santa Maria in recognition of the efforts of the Compo sting Councils, Extension 
Agents, householders, landscapers, farmers, recyclers, public workers, com posters, gardeners, and plant 
growers cvery,vhcrc. So remember, Compost! Reconnecting with Nature. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of 
Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 3,d day of May, 2011. 

Larry Lavagnino, Mayor 


