
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 17, 2011 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

May 17, 2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Fire Chief 

SUBJECT: RETIREMENT RESOLUTION FOR FIREFIGHTER DENNIS 
SZCZEPANSKI 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a resolution acknowledging Firefighter Dennis Szczepanski 
for more than 31 years of dedicated service and congratulating him on his retirement. 

BACKGROUND: 

Dennis Szczepanski began his career with the City of Santa Maria in the Recreation 
and Parks Department in 1979 as a part-time Maintenance Worker III working on the 
tree crew, He joined the Fire Department as a Call Firefighter in 1980 and moved up 
through the Reserve ranks to a position of Reserve Captain, In 1995, Dennis was 
promoted to a Firefighter-in-Training, becoming a Firefighter after serving a one year 
probationary period. 

Dennis has served the Fire Department and the community well during his years and 
has responded to many significant fires, including the Hwy. 58 fire and the Bradley 
Square fire. He was also a member of the crew that had the first "save" after we began 
using automatic external defibrillators (AEDs) in 1996. 

Dennis is well known by many people in the community through his barbequing skills. 
He tirelessly volunteers to BBQ at many community events to raise funds for charities 
and people in need. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
None 

Impact to the Community: 
None 



City of Santa Maria 
, Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Resolution No. 2011-47 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA MARIA COMMENDING 

FIREFIGHTER DENNIS SCZEPANSKI FOR HIS YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 

® 

WHEREAS, Firefighter Dennis Szczepanski began his career with the City of Santa Maria as a 
Maintenance Worker on the tree crew in the Recreation and Parks Department in 1979; and 

WHEREAS, Firefighter Szczepanski joined the Santa Maria Fire Department as a Call Firefighter in 
1985, moving up through the ranks to Reserve Captain and then being hired full-time as a Firefighter-in
Training in 1995; and 

WHEREAS, Dennis has responded to many significant fires during the course of his career 
including the Highway 58 and Bradley Square fires; and 

WHEREAS, Dennis is well known throughout the community for his barbecuing skills and his 
generosity in volunteering his time providing BBQs for charitable organizations and people in need; and 

WHEREAS, Firefighter Szczepanski truly understands the meaning of customer care, there is no one 
who has so consistently provided the level of care and compassion to those he treated in Santa Maria. 
Dennis treated everyone as if they were part of his family. He will always be remembered as an incredibly 
hard worker, who was not afraid to get dirty, or to put in the effort needed to see a task completed; and 

WHEREAS, Firefighter Szczepanski may be gruff and a little rough around the edges, there are 
fewer people with a larger heart. ''NO'' simply does not exist in his vocabulary; and 

WHEREAS, Firefighter Dennis Szczepanski has retired from City service on May 7, 2011. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOL VED, by the City Council of the City of Santa Maria, 
California, as follows: 

'PIREFIGHTER DENNIS SZCZEPANSKI" 

is recognized and commended for his loyal and dedicated service to the Fire Department, the City 
and the community, and to congratulate him on his retirement, and wish him and his family continued 
health and happiness 

PASSED AND ADOPTED, at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Santa Maria held 
this 17th day of May, 2011. 

Mayor Larry Lavagnino 

ATTEST: 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 
Pat Perez 

........ _._--------

Mayor Pro Tern Alice Patino 

Councilmember Jack Boysen 

Councilmember Mike Cordero 

Councilmember Bob Orach 


