
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF OCTOBER 18, 2011 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

October 18, 2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager 
Prepared by: Fire Chief 

SUBJECT: MEDAL OF VALOR PROCLAMATION 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council present a proclamation to Corporal Robert Prescott recognizing 
him as a California State Firefighters' Association Medal of Valor recipient; awarded for 
his courageous and selfless action that resulted in rescuing a child from a burning 
building. 

BACKGROUND: 

Corporal Prescott began his law enforcement career with the Lompoc Police 
Department in 1993, where he worked for five years before joining the Santa Maria 
Police Department on June 8, 1998. During his tenure with the Santa Maria Police 
Department, he has performed the duties of a Patrol Officer and as a Motor Officer. 
Corporal Prescott was promoted to the rank of Corporal on September 13, 2008. 
Corporal Prescott has been a member of our Department's Traffic Bureau since 
December 29, 2001. 

Corporal Prescott received the Santa Maria Police Department's Distinguished Service 
Award in 2008, for his efforts with the 1033 Military Procurement Program. In 2008 
while utilizing the 1033 program, Corporal Prescott was responsible for the acquisition 
of nearly $1 million in equipment for the City. This eqUipment ranges from boots for the 
uniformed patrol officers, to water purification systems for the entire City. Much of the 
equipment he has acquired will be stored for future use during disasters or other 
emergencies. His commitment to the program is based on the feeling that this 
equipment will be of tremendous and possibly life-saving value. 

For his heroic actions on November 10, 2010, Corporal Prescott received the Santa 
Maria Police Department's Life Saving Award, and the H. Thomas Guerry Award for 
Valor. 

DISCUSSION 

On November 10, 2010 at 3:14 p.m., the Santa Maria Communications Center received 
a call of a structure fire at 812 Marcia Way. Police and Fire Department units 
responded to the scene and found a 2-story residence with heavy smoke and flames on 
the second floor. Corporal Robert Prescott was one of the first on-scene and was 
informed that there were two children still inside. Without regard for his own welfare, 
Corporal Prescott entered the residence to search for the missing children. 



Corporal Prescott located 5-year old Jesus Rodriguez hiding in a downstairs bathroom 
and was able to remove him from the home without injury. Corporal Prescott then 
returned to the home to search for the second child. Unfortunately, intense heat and 
smoke prevented him from ascending the stairs to the second floor, the last known 
location of 4-year old Juan Rodriguez, who was later found deceased in the room of 
origin. 

Through his courageous and selfless efforts Corporal Prescott saved the life of Jesus 
Rodriguez. The Santa Maria Fire and Police Departments nominated Corporal Prescott 
for the California State Firefighters' Association's (CSFA) Medal of Valor. On 
September 30, 2011 Corporal Prescott was awarded the CSFA Medal of Valor at a 
ceremony in Sacramento. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
None 

Impact to the Community: 
None 
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Proclamation 
IfHEREAS, Corporal Robert Prescott has served the Santa Maria Police Department since 

1998; and 

WHEREAS, Corporal Prescott has performed the duties of a Patrol Officer, a Motor Officer 
and has been a member of the Department's Traffic Bureau since 2001; and 

WHEREAS, on November 10, 2010, Police and Fire units responded to a structure fire in a 
home on the northwes t side of the City; and 

WHEREAS, upon his arrival Corporal Prescott was informed there were two children still 
inside the structure; and 

WHERh'AS, Corporal Prescott, prior to the arrival of the Fire Department and at great risk to 

his own safety, entered the burning structure to search for the children and was able to locate and 
remove a 5-year child from the structure, thereby saving his life; and 

IfHEREAS, Corporal Prescott, re-entered the burning structure and continued his perilous 
search for the second child until being ordered to evacuate by the Incident Commander; and 

WHEREAS, for his efforts Corporal Prescott received the Santa Maria Police Department's 
Life Saving Award and the H. Thomas Guerry Award of Valor; and 

IfHERE4S, on September 30, 2011 in Sacramento, Corporal Prescott was awarded the 
California State Firefighters' Association's highest honor: the Medal of Valor. 

NOW; THEREFORE~ I, JARR} LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby 
recognize 

"CORPORAL ROBERT PRESCOTT" 

in the City of Santa Maria for his lifesaving efforts on November 10, 2010. 

TN WTTlVLSS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City 
of Santa Maria to be affixed hereto this 18'h day of October, 2011. 

Mayor Larty Lavagnino 


