
FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 6,2011 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

September 6, 2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: City Manager .' "Jj. 
Prepared by: Director of utili~r 

SUBJECT GRANT OF EASEMENT FOR GAS MAIN INSTALLATION AT LOS 
FLORES RANCH 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the City Council adopt a Resolution granting an easement to Southern California 
Gas Company to construct, operate, and maintain a gas pipeline on the Los Flores 
Ranch Property. 

BACKGROUND: 

The City of Santa Maria owns a 1,774 acre property south of the City limits know as Los 
Flores Ranch (See Attachment "A"). This property is currently used by the City for 
passive recreation, with plans to construct an Integrated Waste Management Facility 
(IWMF) on the property in the future. E&B Natural Resources owns the mineral right for 
the property, and subleases a small potion of the property to Greka SMV, Inc. for oil 
production. Tommy Thompson has a surface lease to raise cattle on the property. 

The IWMF is moving through the planning, environmental, and permitting process. A 
Conceptual Master Plan was completed on the IWMF. An Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) was certified for the IWMF on April 20, 2011. The Countywide Siting Element is 
being amended to include the IWMF, and the City has applied to CalRecycie for a Solid 
Waste Facility Permit, and the Regional Water Quality Control Board for a Waste 
Discharge Requirements Permit. 

DISCUSSION: 

The City was approached by Southern California Gas Company with a request for an 
easement to construct, operate, and maintain a gas pipeline on the southern property 
line of Los Flores Ranch (See Attachment "B"). The pipeline would be used to deliver 
gas from the existing gas main located just south of Los Flores Ranch, across Los 
Flores Ranch to the Four Deer Ranch. Four Deer Ranch is located across Highway 101 
from the southerly portion of Los Flores Ranch. The gas will be used to power water 
well pumps on Four Deer Ranch. 



Southern California Gas Company or the applicant for gas service will be responsible 
for all permitting and environmental review of the project to place the gas pipeline. The 
granting of this easement is not a project under CEQA (See Attachment "C"). 

The City is starting the second year of an extensive California Tiger Salamander (CTS) 
survey at Los Flores Ranch, as required by the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). No 
CTS were found in the first year of the survey. The applicant for the gas pipeline 
requested a "no take concurrence" from FWS for their project. A "no take concurrence" 
means the FWS believes there is a very small chance that any CTS would be impacted 
by the project under specific construction methods. The FWS issued a "no take 
concurrence" on March 28, 2011 for this project (See Attachment "0"). If CTS were 
found during the placement of the gas pipeline, all work must cease immediately and 
the FWS must be contacted. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
There would be no direct fiscal impact to the City. The owners of Four Deer Ranch 
would be responsible for all construction costs associated with the placement of the gas 
main. The City will have access to a natural gas supply on the south end of Los Flores 
Ranch if the easement is approved. 

Impact to the Community: 
There would be no impact to the community with the placement of a gas pipeline on the 
south end of Los Flores Ranch, other than a potential for minor impacts during 
construction. 

40 G, SWEET, PE 
Director of Utilities 

Attachment "A" - Los Flores Ranch Topographic Map 
Attachment "8" - Sketch of gas pipeline project 
Attachment "C" - Grant of Easement Memo - CEQA 
Attachment "0" - Fish and Wildlife Service Letter 
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DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

MEMORANDUM 
Community Development Department 

August 23, 2011 

Rick Sweet, Director - Utilities 

Larry Appel, Director 
Environmental Hearing Officer 

SUBJECT: GRANT OF EASMENT FOR FUTURE TWO INCH GAS LINE 
INSTALLATION AT LOS FLORES RANCH, NOT SUBJECT TO CEQA 

I have reviewed the staff report for an easement in favor of The Gas Company through 
a portion of Los Flores Ranch property. Ultimately, The Gas Company would like to 
install a two inch gas line within the easement to ultimately provide service to private 
property west of Highway 101. Based on the size of the gas line, the County's Land 
Use Development Code (LUDC) exempts from discretionary review, any distribution line 
less than twelve inches. Therefore, no permits, except for a possible trenching/grading 
permit would be required by the County. As such, I believe that the easement granted 
to The Gas Company from the Utilities Department is exempt from CEQA as it does not 
constitute a project under CEQA Section 15378. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

cc: Steve Kahn, Utilities 
Wendy Stockton, City Attorney's Office 
Peggy Woods, Planning Division Manager 

S'ICommuMy Developmenl\AdmlnILarry's FoldenCORRESPONDENCE\201 1 CorrespondencelTheGasCoEasementCEQAMemo_doc 
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United States Department of the Interior 

r:-; RFPl Y REHR TO 
XI·1411-:"(lll-CP.\.-0068 

Erik Vasquez 
Four Deer Ranch 
1641 Mission Drive. #30 I 
Solvang. California 93463 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office 

2493 Portola Road. Suite B 
Ventura, California 93003 

March 28. 20 II 

Subject: No Take Concurrence Request for the Four Deer Ranch Gas Line Project. Los 
Alamos. Santa Barbara County. California 

Dear Mr. Vasquez: 

We are responding to your request. dated January 20. 20 II. and received in our office via 
electronic mail (e-mail) on January 24. 2011. for our concurrence with your determination that 
the subject project is not likely to adversely affect the federally endangered California tiger 
salamander (Ambystoma californiense). You are proposing to install a natural gas pipeline to 
terminate at a water well servicing an agricultural operation near the town of Los Alamos. 
Barbara County. California. To clarify. the threshold for your request should be "take." not 
"adverse effect." because your project does not involve a federal agency action. These 
thresholds are considerably different. as "take" (as defined below) is less likely to be reached 
than an "adverse effect" (i.e .. not all adverse effects result in "take"). 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) responsibilities include administering the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973. as amended (Act). including sections 7. 9. and 10. Section 9 of 
the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the taking of any federally listed endangered or 
threatened species. Section 3(19) of the Act defines take to mean to harass. harm. pursue. hunt. 
shoot. wound. kill. trap. capture. or collect. or to attempt to engage in any such conduct. Service 
regulations (50 CFR 17.3) define harm to include significant habitat modification or degradation 
which actually kills or injures wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns. 
including breeding. feeding or sheltering. Harassment is defined by the Service as an intentional 
or negligent action that creates the likelihood of injury to wildlife by annoying it to such an 
extent as to significantly disrupt normal behavioral patterns which include. but are not limited to. 
breeding. feeding. or sheltering. The Act provides for civil and criminal penalties for the 
unlawful taking of listed species. Exemptions to the prohibitions against take may be obtained 
through coordination with the Service in two ways: through interagency consultations for 
projects with Federal involvement pursuant to section 7 of the Act or through the issuance of an 
incidental take permit under section I O(a)(1 )(B) of the Act. 

Attachment "D" 



Erik Vasquez 

The proposed project would involve excavating a 3-foot-deep and I-foot-wide trench for a 2-
inch flexible poly pipe for the natural gas line. Approximately 15 feet of the trench would be 
placed in previously undisturbed grassland habitat just east of Highway 101. A similar trench 
would be dug through previously disturbed grassland on the west side of Highway 101 on the 
Four Deer Ranch and would terminate at a Southern California Gas Company meter. Adjacent 
to and underneath Highway 101. the pipeline would be placed in a roadway between the two 
grassland locations. The proposed project is expected to occur over a two-day period. 

2 

The portion of the work area located on Four Deer Ranch is within designated critical habitat for 
the California tiger salamander (West Los Alamos/Careaga, Unit 3). The trench alignment is 
located approximately 1,900 feet and 2,600 feet from two known California tiger salamander 
breeding ponds. Due to the proximity of these known ponds, it is likely that California tiger 
salamanders are using the Four Deer Ranch as upland habitat during non-breeding times of their 
life cycle. A pond located approximately 70 feet from the proposed trench alignment on the 
eastern portion of Highway 101 is currently being monitored for California tiger salamander 
breeding by the City of Santa Maria. You propose to implement the following measures to 
reduce the potential for take of the California tiger salamander as stated in your initial request 
and in subsequent e-mails dated March 14, 15. and 17.20 II: 

I) The proposed trench "ill be reduced from 3 feet deep and 2 feet wide to 3 feet deep and I 
foot wide. 

2) The trench will be dug by hand to avoid the use of heavy machinery. 

3) All trenches will be backfilled by the end of each work day: no trenches will be left open 
overnight. 

4) Work will be conducted over a two-day period between May 1,20 II and October I, 
20 II. 

5) A qualified biologist familiar with the California tiger salamander will be on site to 
monitor trenching activities. 

6) The qualified biologist will train all project staff regarding habitat sensitivity. 
identification and regulatory status of California tiger salamanders. the boundaries of the 
project area. and required avoidance measures prior to the start of ground-disturbing 
activities. 

7) Work activities will not begin prior to 0.5 hour alier sunrise and will cease no later than 
0.5 hour before sunset to avoid peak dispersal hours for California tiger salamanders. 

8) Only the previously disturbed road area will be utilized for equipment and vehicle 
parking, laydown, and staging. Staging areas and work areas will be delineated and/or 
flagged. Work activities will be limited to those demarcated areas. 



Erik Vasquez 

9) Prior to trenching, a survey of the trench area for small mammal burrows will be 
conducted by the qualified biologist. If small mammal burrows cannot be avoided, the 
qualified biologist will use a fiber optic scope to search for California tiger salamanders 
in the burrows. 

10) If any federally listed species are found on site, project activities will cease immediately 
and the Service will be contacted to determine how to proceed. 

We concur with your determination that the pipeline installation activities, as proposed, are not 
likely to result in take of California tiger salamanders because: (I) Ground-disturbing activities 
in the grassland area will be limited to the small (I-foot wide by 15-foot long) trench; (2) 
Trenching in the grassland areas will be conducted by hand to minimize the disturbance to 
burrows required to accomplish the project objectives; and (3) Trenches will not be left open 
overnight to avoid entrapment of dispersing amphibians. 

This concurrence only applies to the portion of the pipeline installation activities described in 
this letter; any other proposed activities would require further analysis. Please be aware that our 
concurrence does not authorize the take, in any form, of California tiger salamanders or any 
other threatened or endangered species. If any federally listed species is observed within the 
project site prior to, or during. project activities any and all actions that could result in take 
should cease and the Service should be contacted in order to determine how to proceed. 

3 

We anticipate that California tiger salamanders are using portions of the Four Deer Ranch as 
upland habitat, given the proximity of two known breeding ponds on the adjacent property. 
Because 95 percent of dispersing California tiger salamanders are known to move up to 2,200 
feet from breeding ponds, it is likely that they are occupying burrows on the property. We would 
like to work with you to ensure that the ongoing agricultural activities at Four Deer Ranch are in 
accord with the survival and recovery of the California tiger salamander in the Los Alamos 
metapopulation. 

If you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact Andrea Adams of my staff at 
(805) 644-1766, extension 318. 

Sincerely, 

lsi: Jeff Phillips 

Jeff Phillips 
Deputy Assistant Field Supervisor 

cc: 
Martin Potter. California Department of Fish and Game 



Recording Requested by and 
when recorded mail to: 

Southern California Gas Company 
555 W. 5'" St., ML GT 26C2 
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 
Attn.: Land & Right of Way 

Atlas #: EE14C34 
DOCt!MF::'oOTARY TRANSFER TAX $ CONVEYANCE OF EASEMENT (OIL AND GAS 

LEASE) AND CONSIDERATION & V ALUE IS LESS THAN $100. R&T 11911. 

APN: -=.:10"'1'-'-0"'6"'0 __ -0"'0 ___ 2 __________ ",0 ___ Computed on full value of property conveyed 

W.R.#: 1946889 ___ Computed on full value less liens and encumbrances 
--=-==----------- remaining at time of sale 

R.W. 257,686 Southern California Gas Company 

GRANT OF EASEMENT (RIGHT OF WAY) 

FOR VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, the City of Santa Maria, a municipal corporation 
("Grantor"), hereby grants to Southern California Gas Company, a California corporation, its 
successors and assigns ("Grantee"): a non-exclusive easement to lay, construct, maintain, operate, 
repair, replace, patrol, change the size of, add to, or remove from time to time, as Grantee deems 
necessary, one or more pipelines and conduits, together with metering, measuring, regulating, cathodic 
protection, communications and other appurtenances (all hereinafter referred to as the "Facilities") for the 
transportation of gas, energy, communications, petroleum products and other substances (whether or not 
such substances are transported at any particular time), over, under, through, along, and together with the 
reasonable right of ingress and egress to and from the easement Facilities and the right to use Grantor's 
abutting property during construction of the Facilities, the strip of land located in the in County of Santa 
Barbara, California, described in Exhibit "A" and depicted in Exhibit "B" (together "The Easement") 
attached hereto, and made a part of this agreement. 

Grantor, for its heirs, successors and assigns, agrees that, except as provided below, no change of grade 
of the Easement shall be made, that it shall not be inundated. that it shall be kept free of trees, deep-rooted 
shrubs, buildings and structures of all kinds (except for Grantee's Facilities), and that nothing shall be 
done to impair Grantee's vehicular access to or along the Easement. 

Grantor reserves the right to (I) use any surface or subsurface areas, provided such use does not 
unreasonably or substantially interfere with Grantee's use of the Easement; (2) improve the Easement area 
surface with landscaping (except trees and deep-rooted shrubs), paved driveways, parking surfaces, 
sidewalks, curbs and gutters; provided, however, that before making any such improvements involving a 
change of grade, Grantor and its heirs, successors and assigns, shall notify the Grantee in advance. 

This Easement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of successors, heirs, and assigns of Grantor 
and Grantee. 

Form 1390 Rev. 04/20/2006 



R.W. 257,686 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, these presents are hereby signed this __ day of ____ , 20_. 

GRANTOR FOR CITY OF SANTA MARIA: 

Signature 

Name 

Title 

ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA } 

iss 
COUNTYOF _________________ } 

On . 20 before me. . a Notary Public, 
personally appeared . who proved to me on the basis of 
satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and 
acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in hislher/their authorized capacity(ties). and that 
by hislher/their signature(s) on the instrument the person(s). or the entity upon behalf of which the 
person(s) acted. executed the instrument. 

I certify under PENAL TY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing paragraph is true and correct. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

(Seal) 

Signature 

Commission tt: ______ _ 

Commission Expiration: ______ _ 



EXHIBIT A 
Legal Description 

Easement 

AIIlh31 portion oflhe Rancho 1.05 I\lamosl)"ing in the Coun!rofSIl!l!.l Barbaro, Siule ofCnlitilmia more 
particularly described as follows: 

A strip ofland, 10.00 feel "ide, lying 5.00 feel each side of, measured at right ungles 10, the following 
described centerline: 

Beginning al a point on the EasT line ol"th:11 parcel of land shown as contuining 144~.98 Acrc~ on Ihat certain 
m~p filed in Book 28 at Page 98 of Records of Survey in Ihe Office of the CQUnly ReeOl'dcr distalll North 
02'48' 17" Enst, 105.63 feet from the NonJlcasl corner of said pared; thence, North 87°11 '43" West, 22.50 feet; 
thence. South 06°27'03" West, 31.65 leel; Ihence. Soulh 09°49' 4S" West. 28.56 fect; thence. Soulb 13'03'2S~ 
West. 19 A I Jce!; thence, South 22Q 31 '33" Wc.,t. 19 J 3 fect; thence, South 31 °38' 52" West, 18.26 feel; thence, 
SO~lth 40'57'54" West, 26.93 feet; thence, South 54"06'44" West, 38.45 fcetto n point on the Easterly Right of 
Wny line (lfU. S. Highway 101. said Righi of WilY being described in Book 1357, Page 446 of Official Records 
os rce(lrdcd in 5Uid Recorder'S Oflke, suid poilll being on a non-tangent curve, com:O\'C to the Northt:ast ",ilh a 
rudius of4940.00 feet and a radial be:u'ingof!l:onh 61°33'56~ Eas1 from whieh the intersection of said Righ! of 
Way line willi said parcel's .1:.15t line lie5 Southcash:rly Illong \hi! arc of said cUl"e n length of 175.1 0 feet and a 
central ::ng!e of 029>1 '51 ", said point ofintcrscction's mdial bearing is North 59°32'05" East 

The Ploperty tholl"this CSl:ment crosses is described in thot certain Cl'TI.ificutc of Compliance recorded os 
In~trumcnt :--10.1999-0096634, Official Records recorded December 14,1999 and as Parcell'our of' Instrument 
No. 2006·0036407. Official Records =ordcd May OS, 2006 both in said Recordcr'~ (lflicc 

The sidelines of SlIid strip of land, 10.00 feet wide. shall be prolonged or foreshortened ea.qerly so as 10 
tenninutc on said parcel's East line and prolonged or foreshortened Southwesterly so !IS 10 temlinatc on said 
Guslerl>' Righi of Way line 

This legul dcsl'ription was prepared by Blake Lond Sul'\'cys and dIe bearings and distances described herein are 
bnsed ,)11 the Culifolllia St.1te Plane Coordinu!c System, Zone 5, NAD83 
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