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I.  Introduction 

The Economic Development Commission is a department of the Santa Maria Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and markets the City of Santa Maria and the Santa Maria Public 
Airport to prospective companies. It also provides an extensive array of retention 
programs geared toward strengthening the current base of industrial, retail and 
manufacturing. The City of Santa Maria has made a continuing investment in economic 
development by providing funding for the EDC. The Santa Maria Public Airport District 
also contributes. The Chamber of Commerce provides the additional necessary resources 
and financial support to accomplish the breadth of activities that the EDC currently 
maintains.   

While these are difficult economic times, Santa Maria has been proactive in its economic 
development effort and will be well positioned to benefit from future investment and 
expansion when the economy improves. Many prospective companies and industry 
representatives know about Santa Maria, and the EDC is reminding them on a consistent 
basis that when the time comes for expansion, Santa Maria is the place to be. For 
business retention, the Economic Development Commission and the Chamber of 
Commerce are doing everything possible to provide services, resources and programs to 
help existing businesses to succeed. 

One sector of the economy that shows continued promise is “Industrial and 
Manufacturing”. In a survey conducted in March of 2011 by the EDC among local 
companies, it was revealed that Industrial and Manufacturing was the most optimistic 
sector, and would likely provide jobs over the next six months. This has proven to be the 
case as indicated by the recent success of C&D Zodiac, which has nearly doubled its 
work force since the beginning of 2011, going from just under 500 employees to almost 
900 at the time of this report. Other manufacturing firms show more modest promise, but 
still contribute to a consistent and optimistic trend. The EDC, through the success of its 
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Manufacturers Association, has raised awareness of local industry and manufacturing. 
This important sector is critical for Santa Maria’s economic future and everything 
possible must be done to preserve manufacturing jobs.  

Other bright spots include the construction of Windset Farms, the most modern, 
technologically advanced hydroponic greenhouse in the world, nearing the completion of 
its first phase.  Also nearing completion is the new Marian Hospital facility which has 
provided jobs for over 200 construction workers.  Construction is also underway for new 
facilities at Allan Hancock College. In the retail sector, Vallarta Supermarket opened, and 
other vacancies began to be filled, such as the old Circuit City building by Joann’s 
Fabrics. However, all commercial vacancies continue to be high which is indicative of a 
struggling economy. 

In the fourth quarter of 2010, retail sales ended a long skid and posted a 7.1% 
improvement in sales tax revenue over the prior year. Contributing to this increase in 
retail was the Chamber of Commerce “Thanks for Shopping Santa Maria” campaign 
which was specifically designed to help merchants in the holiday timeframe where it was 
make-or-break for many retailers. This effort received positive feedback from merchants 
and shoppers as well as other municipalities who modeled their own programs after this 
effort.  

In the coming year, the Economic Development Commission looks forward to 
implementing additional efforts and programs that contribute to the economic vitality of 
Santa Maria. Like most agencies, the EDC has operated under reduced funding, yet 
continues to provide extensive value in the programs it implements. The EDC and the 
Chamber of Commerce appreciates the continued support from the City of Santa Maria, 
the Santa Maria Public Airport, and the many businesses and organizations that 
participate in its programs. 

Bob Hatch, the Chairman of the EDC, and Dave Cross, the Commission’s Director have 
an open door to anyone wishing to discuss the EDC’s role in economic development and 
the activities and efforts of the Commission. 

The Economic Development Commission’s website is: www.santamariaedc.com
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II. Advertising and Marketing 

ADVERTISINGADVERTISING

By combining funding from the City of Santa Maria and the Santa Maria Airport with the 
Chamber of Commerce and its resources, the EDC is able to provide significant 
advertising and listings to promote Santa Maria to prospective companies. The EDC has 
also provided commentaries that advocate economic development. 

1. During 2010-2011, the EDC provided considerable advertising in business and 
industrial related magazines. These include: 

 Pacific Coast Business Times  
 SkyWest magazine 
 The CALED (California Association for Local Economic 

Development) Directory 
 Global Corporate Xpansion  magazine 
 Business Facilities magazine 
 Trade and Industry Development magazine 

Samples of EDC advertising are included in the appendices of this report. 

2. In addition to ad space, the EDC has published op-ed pieces and commentaries 
promoting economic development: 

 Examples of op-ed pieces are provided from the Pacific Coast Business 
Times and the Santa Maria Times. 

3. The EDC continues to weigh other advertisement options for 2011-2012 to get the 
most effective marketing possible.  
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III. Prospect / Retention Activities  

1. During the course of 2010-2011, the EDC handled new company queries, 
commercial real estate requests, business license information, provided permit 
assistance, area demographic reports for prospects, entrepreneurial 
recommendations, set up meetings and factory tours, coordinated with 
departments and agencies, and other miscellaneous day-to-day services. 

2. Examples of New Businesses and types of assistance 2010-2011: 

 Water Tech – A new irrigation supply company with headquarters in 
Brawley, the company chose Santa Maria to expand its services.  The 
EDC provided direct assistance in its business license application and 
operation so that it met the current zoning.  Water Tech opened in June of 
2011. 

 Vallarta Supermarket- Before opening, the corporate office was having a 
difficult time finding space to train its cashiers and other employees in a 
very limited timeframe. They contacted the EDC for assistance and we 
were able to find a space, coordinate with a local broker, and have them 
operating their training program literally within days. 

 GSA, LP – The EDC worked with a local commercial broker to secure 
approval of a business license for GSA, LP, located on Industrial Parkway. 
The company produces corrugated materials for the strawberry industry 
and averages 8-10 employees, 18 during peak season.  

 Cetti Services – The EDC worked with the company to provide a business 
license application that met their operating needs and did not require a 
Conditional Use Permit. Cetti Services purchased a building on West 
McCoy and opened in June of 2011. The EDC continued working with 
Cetti as they followed up with a fence permit that secured their operation. 

 Jo-Ann’s Fabric and Crafts – Prior to opening, Jo-Ann’s needed assistance 
in finding a core group of employees and the EDC coordinated with the 
Workforce Resource Center to promote their company job fair. 

3. Examples of assistance for Existing Businesses 2010-2011: 

 Smith Electric – Smith Electric expanded its services to produce sheet 
metal products and sell them wholesale to other contractors. They 
contacted the EDC to assist in business license requirements to legalize 
the new expansion of services. The EDC coordinated with Community 
Development to accomplish the upgrade. 
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 Hardy Diagnostics – Hardy Diagnostics requested assistance with a 
County of Santa Barbara department. The EDC was able to coordinate 
with the appropriate Supervisor’s office to help resolve the situation. 

 C&D Zodiac – The EDC worked with C&D Zodiac to facilitate meetings 
and walkthroughs with numerous local representatives and elected 
officials, as well as a command training group from Vandenberg Air Force 
base interested in Lean Manufacturing principles. The EDC has met with 
C&D Zodiac 5 times over the past year to discuss current and future 
employment and production.  C&D Zodiac has quadrupled production and 
now has almost 900 employees. 

 The EDC assisted local businesses in gaining financial assistance by 
referring them to Coastal Business Finance which provides free advice, 
assistance and handles the City’s Revolving Loan program. 

4. Examples of Entrepreneurial Assistance 2010-2011: 

 The EDC provided counsel, advice and resources to many prospective 
entrepreneurs for businesses such as: 

Restaurants 
Clothing store 
Barber shop 
Consulting services 
Yoga studio 
Auto recycling 
Miscellaneous retail 

5. Examples of Collaboration with Local Agencies: 

 Recycling Market Development Zone - The RMDZ  Program was created 
to provide incentives to companies that use secondary materials for their 
manufacturing processes. The program combines recycling with economic 
development to foster new businesses, expand existing ones, and create 
jobs. The EDC met with the director to find ways to include local 
manufacturers in this program. 

 Workforce Resource Center – EDC coordinates with the Workforce 
Resource Center to keep updated on services that hire and train employees 
and ways that the EDC can assist in connecting employees with 
employers. The EDC also works with the Workforce Investment Board in 
economic development efforts. 

 Vandenberg Air Force Base - EDC works with James Mastin, Associate 
Director of Small Business Programs at Vandenberg Air Force Base in 
helping local businesses do business with VAFB. The Chamber sponsored 
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the Small Business Conference on VAFB in March, 2011, where the EDC 
presented a workshop called “Local Resources for Small Business”.  

6. Examples of Outreach and Meetings with Existing Companies: 

 Fusion Contact Centers - Fusion now has nearly 500 employees and 
operates 24-7. The call center provides customer service for online 
services such as Facebook and online gaming, as well as TV advertised 
products and other services that feature a toll free number. Fusion is 
looking to relocate to another location in Santa Maria, and potential sites 
were discussed. This is an ongoing effort. 

 Windset Farms- The EDC has toured Windset Farms on numerous 
occasions and provided ongoing updates. Phase one is nearing completion. 
Currently there are 150 – 200 construction workers on site and as the 
project transitions from construction to planting, there will be 300 workers 
in the greenhouses and packing facility. 

The EDC will be preparing an economic impact report on Windset Farms 
and the contribution of the operation to the local economy. 

 Atlas Copco- Mafi Trench- The EDC met with representatives and toured 
the facility. Mafi-Trench has been in Santa Maria since the 1970’s and 
was purchased by Atlas Copco. The company specializes in 
“turboexpanders” which are large turbine units designed to be installed at 
drilling sites to separate natural gas from liquid gas. The business is 
expanding due to drilling in Canada, Mexico and the Midwest US. 

7. Examples of Working with Commercial Brokers: 

 The EDC has been working with commercial brokers on numerous 
potential businesses to try to work through zoning issues that may be 
encountered. One situation that is occurring is that the Brokers are 
committing businesses to lease agreements or escrows before 
determining with the City whether there will be a problem to conduct 
business there. The EDC is making progress in trying to be involved at 
the outset and working to examine and resolve issues.  

 The EDC is currently working on potential businesses in conjunction 
with local brokers. 

8. Examples of other Companies the EDC is currently working with:  

 A charter school – currently in the permit process. 
 An auto recycling company currently looking to secure financing 
 A lumber company looking to expand into Santa Maria 
 An employment agency specializing in workers in rehabilitation  
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 A company proposing to build self contained homes. 
 The EDC is in contact with other companies looking at Santa Maria as a 

regional base. The EDC occasionally works under a non-disclosure 
agreement. 

9. Not all EDC efforts with potential companies work out. Here are some examples: 
 The EDC spent considerable time and resources with Burlington Coat 

Factory convincing them to choose Santa Maria over another city. Once 
that was accomplished, the EDC worked with the representatives to try 
and secure the Mervyns building location. To date, that has not 
materialized. 

 The EDC prepared a comprehensive report for a company looking to 
consolidate its headquarters for the entire southern California region into 
Santa Maria. The company eventually put that concept on hold. 

 A solar photovoltaic project that would provide 5 megawatts of power into 
the grid was looked at for the Santa Maria region. After some preliminary 
research about possible locations, the company chose a location near 
Bakersfield. 

 The EDC has conferred and provided information for companies 
interested in Santa Maria that, for reasons usually related to the current 
economic situation, have either decided against expanding or are putting 
the concept on hold.  

 However, it should be noted that the EDC maintains periodic contact and 
submits monthly reminders about Santa Maria, usually through EDC 
notifications and the EDC’s newsletter. It is confirmation that as the 
economy improves, Santa Maria we will be on the radar screen of 
companies looking to expand. 

10. The EDC also attended numerous economic forums and has made presentations in 
support of economic development. One example is speaking to the County Board 
Supervisors in public comment on June 16 about the Economic Impact of  Diablo 
Canyon on Santa Maria: 

 129 employees related to Diablo Canyon live in Santa Maria 
 The average salary of those workers is $92,867 per year. 
 These are mostly high education, high paying jobs. 
 DCPP is a major purchaser of goods and services from the local economy. 

Those purchases include the procurement of parts, tools and services from 
a wide variety of businesses.  

 PG&E spent $2,706,744.90 in Santa Maria in 2009 and $9,773,759.78 in 
Santa Maria over the four year period for goods and services 
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IV. Stimulus Plan Follow-Up: 
A Successful “Thanks for Shopping Santa Maria” 
campaign contributed to a sales tax increase for 

4th Quarter 2010 

1.   The April 27, 2011 Sales Tax meeting confirmed that 4th Quarter 2010 sales tax  
       revenue was up 7.1% in gross receipts from the prior year. 

2. The results indicate the Chamber of Commerce’s stimulus campaign targeting 
retail sales for the 4th quarter of 2010 had a very significant impact and resulted in 
a 7.13% increase over the same period a year earlier. 

3. The campaign, which highlighted the benefits of shopping local, ran from October 
15– December 15, 2010 and included newspaper, television and radio advertising, 
merchant involvement, buttons, stickers, and other marketing tools geared toward 
boosting retail sales. The cost of the campaign was over $40,000. 

4. History:  In July of 2010, the EDC proposed a stimulus effort to help the local 
economy and examined efforts in other California cities.  After reviewing all 
options, it was determined that the best plan to get maximum benefit would be a 
campaign to help boost retail sales in the 4th quarter where it is “make or break” 
for many local merchants. This resulted in the Chamber of Commerce’s extensive 
“Thanks for Shopping Santa Maria” campaign that focused on the concept that 
when you shop in Santa Maria, you are supporting not just your local merchants, 
but city services and local non-profits as well. 

5. Feedback from the campaign from local retailers and the community at large was 
extremely positive. The campaign also got the attention of other jurisdictions, 
such as Fountain Valley, which called the Santa Maria Chamber of Commerce to 
get more details on how it was created and administered. Fountain Valley has 
subsequently created its own program to shop locally. 

6. Details about the “Thanks for Shopping Santa Maria” campaign can be found at 
this link: 
http://santamariachambernews.com/2010/10/thanks-for-shopping-santa-maria/
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V. EDC Surveys 

It is essential to keep a pulse on the business community to determine trends that impact 
the local economy. The EDC periodically conducts surveys that will provide important 
data to evaluate Santa Maria’s economy. 

1. A brief economic survey was conducted in the first part of December to get a 
snapshot of businesses in Santa Maria and comparative sales for November and 
October. It also measured business outlook and plans for hiring. 

 The survey is also available at this link: 
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/pdf/November%202010%20Business%
20Snapshot.pdf

2. A much more detailed survey was conducted in February and March of 2011, and 
the results were presented on March 15th.  

 Details and analysis of the survey: 

 There were 171 responses 

 Overall the economy is beginning to pick up with some important 
sectors lagging. 

 Industrial and Manufacturing Companies will lead the way with 
job creation. 

 Businesses most negatively impacted by the economy are smaller 
businesses with 10 employees or less. 

 Retail is still struggling, yet beginning to pick up. 

 Construction is still lagging. 

 Financial and Banking industry is showing improvement. 

To see the survey presentation, it is available at this link: 

http://santamariaedc.com/Library/pdf/ECONOMIC%20DEVELOPMENT%20SURV
EY%20&%20UPDATE-%20MARCH%202011.pdf
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VI: Santa Maria Public Airport District 

The EDC works closely with the Santa Maria Airport District to promote the use of the 
airport, and the EDC assists when requested to support its economic development efforts. 
Projects that are currently in process will make the airport an essential part of Santa 
Maria’s economic future. 

1.  The Runway Expansion project is currently underway. It will extend the runway 
to 8,000 feet. This will allow larger aircraft to land and take off. It will also 
increase the possibility for additional flights. The project should be completed and 
certified in early 2012. 

2. Allegiant Air is looking for a west coast location for flights to Hawaii. The 
extended runway puts Santa Maria in the running. 

3. The EDC will be working with the Airport District in creation of the RFQ for the 
Business Park. 

4. The EDC has collected and provided support letters from local companies, 
agencies and the City for the Airport’s effort to gain Denver, Colorado as an 
added destination. 

5. The EDC holds regular meetings with the Airport Manager and has conducted 
numerous meetings between the airport and local business and community 
leaders.  

6. The EDC promotes the airport extensively through its newsletter and in Santa 
Maria Means Business. 

7. The EDC updates the Airport Board on a periodic basis. 
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VII. EDC Interactive Magazine: 
“Santa Maria Means Business” 

“Santa Maria Means Business” is an interactive, electronically distributed magazine. It is 
designed to provide quality information and resources to company prospects as well as to 
new and existing businesses. It is an effective tool for promoting Santa Maria as a prime 
area for business. 

During 2010-2011, additional issues of Santa Maria Means Business were published. 
There are now a total of 4 issues. These issues are designed to be in continuous use as an 
ongoing economic development tool for outreach, information, and area promotion. 

The latest issue and previous issues can be accessed at this link: 
http://santamariaedc.com/cm/market_profile/Santa%20Maria%20Means%20Busi

ness%20-%20Interactive%20Magazine.html

 Issue 1: “10 Good Reasons to Expand or Relocate your Company to Santa 
Maria, California”.  

This first  issue highlights the advantages of Santa Maria including location, 
resources, climate, pro-business, plenty of water, and other factors. 
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 Issue 2: “8 of Santa Maria’s Most Dynamic Manufacturing Companies”.  

The second issue highlights 8 key industrial and manufacturing companies in Santa 
Maria including Okonite, Quintron, C&D Zodiac, Hardy Diagnostics, DenMat, 

North American Fire Hose, Helical, and Prince Lionheart. 

 Issue 3: “100 Resources for Expanding, Relocating or Starting a Business 
in Santa Maria, California” 

The third issue is packed with resources, information, links, websites, and agencies which 
benefit both new businesses and existing businesses. 
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 Issue 4 - “Rising from the Recession - How Manufacturing, Industry and 
the Airport are leading the Way toward Santa Maria’s Future”  

The fourth issue highlights the Santa Maria Airport and the Manufacturing and 
Industrial sectors of our economy and how they are essential for  

Santa Maria’s economic future. 

1. All of the issues are used as supplemental information when answering queries 
from brokers, interested companies, and other requests for information. They are 
also great prospecting tools and are used to introduce a prospective company to 
the advantages that Santa Maria has to offer. 

2. All of the issues are accessible at the EDC’s website: www.edc@santamaria.com
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VIII. EDC Newsflash! Newsletter 

The monthly newsletter goes out to over 1,500 recipients 

The EDC’s newsletter is used for both retention and prospecting purposes. It is intended 
to be a source for current industrial activities, current events and up-to-date information. 
The newsletter goes out to over 1,500 recipients and the list is growing all the time. 

The newsletter also includes links to additional articles, websites and business data. The 
newsletter is an important tool for economic development by providing a reminder about 
Santa Maria on a monthly basis. In these economic times, a prospective company may 
not be ready yet to expand or relocate, but we want to make sure we are on their radar 
screen for when they are. 

1. The most recent issue of the Newsflash! Newsletter is included with this report. 
On a routine basis, the current newsletter can always be found at this link, which 
is accessible on the EDC’s website: 
http://santamariaedc.com/cm/market_profile/Economic%20Development%20NE
WSFLASH!.html

2. Examples of  Special Reports: 
The newsletter often contains links to special reports that are written and provided 
by the EDC and provides greater detail on issues and current events. These have 
included: 

 The Economic Impact of Diablo Canyon on Santa Maria 
 Airport Projects  
 Other reports have updated construction activity, featured local business, 

and highlighted key projects, such as Windset Farms. 
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IX. Manufacturers Association 

FACTORY 
TOURS

IMPORTANT 
TOPICS

The Manufacturers Association is organized, sponsored and facilitated by the EDC and 
the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce. The association’s purpose is to 
strengthen business and manufacturing and maintain a strong industrial presence, which 
is an essential part of the Santa Maria economy. The meetings provide an opportunity for 
industry leaders to meet, discuss issues, get news and program updates that affect their 
companies, and to work together to strengthen industry and manufacturing in Santa 
Maria. 

The success of the Manufacturers Association continues to grow. The meetings are 
usually on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 am. Locations vary depending on topic 
or factory tour. 

The scope and value of the Manufacturers Association can be shown by reviewing the 
meetings held from June 2010 – June 2011: 

 June 2010: “Doing Business with Vandenberg Air Force Base” 
The workshop was presented by James Mastin, Small 
Business Development Director at the 30th Space Wing. 
Over 80 people attended this meeting from as far away as 
Bakersfield, Los Angeles and Paso Robles. 
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 July 2010: Facility Tour of Santa Barbara County Foodbank
The logistics of timely collection and distribution of 
hundreds of thousands of perishable food items to people in 
need is a feat that any business or organization could learn 
from. The tour exposed the extent of the need for food in 
the Santa Maria area. 

 August 2010: Workforce Investment Board
The Workforce Investment Board is committed to finding 
ways for job creation. The presentation covered the current 
economic climate. 

 September 2010: Chamber of Commerce Programs
This meeting outlined new Chamber of Commerce 
programs designed to enhance, update and support local 
businesses. 

 October 2010: City Council Candidates Forum 
This forum provided an opportunity for local manufacturers 
and business owners to hear the 6 City Council candidates 
and to find out where they stood on important issues. 

 November 2010: Analysis and Local Impact of the November Elections 
Trent Benedetti analyzed the election and proposition 
results and how it would affect local businesses and the 
community. 

 December 2010: Dark 

 January 2011: State of the City - Rick Haydon, Assistant City Manager 
Mr. Haydon covered significant issues that Santa Maria is 
facing, especially budget challenges. 

 February 2011: Factory Tour of API (Atlas Performance Industries) 
API began in the 1980’s in a small office above a local 
lumber company. The business has grown into a large 
production facility on West Stowell Road. They design and 
build construction and office trailers and units and have, to 
date, delivered thousands of them. The popularity of 
modular units is growing, primarily from the smaller 
environmental footprint that these newer, self contained 
units create. Recently, cabin units were purchased by the 
County of Santa Barbara for Lake Cachuma and Jalama 
Beach. 
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The meeting also included a presentation of the RMDZ 
(Recycling Market Development Zone), by Alan 
Nakashima. 

 March 2011: New Labor Laws and HR Updates for Employers 
The presenters were Sandra Dickerson from Your People 
Professionals and Mike Sloan from Kirk and Simas. The 
workshop covered many legal changes that affect local 
employers. 

 April 2011: Andy Caldwell and Mike Brown from COLAB
The meeting centered around issues affecting local business 
and industry and the impact on  jobs and the economy. 

 May 2011: Factory Tour of North American Fire Hose 
North American Fire Hose is the only manufacturer of fire 
hoses west of the Mississippi River. NAFH has 50 
employees and has been in business in Santa Maria for 20 
years. They recently purchased the Cresco Restaurant 
Supply building and currently use it for storage. Future use 
will be for the manufacturing of the weaved cover of the 
fire hoses. 

 June 2011: Permit Processing and Zoning Workshop  
The Santa Maria Community Development Department 
discussed zoning requirements for businesses, tenant 
improvements, business license information, Conditional 
Use Permits, and other information of value to local 
companies. Larry Appel, Bob Marshall and Bill Scott were 
the featured speakers. 

X. Other Examples of EDC Programs & Involvement 

1. The EDC joined the Chamber of Commerce in sponsoring and coordinating the 
“Dave Ramsey: EntreLeadership” seminar on April 1, 2011. This full day seminar 
was to assist businesses to rise to the next level of success. The program was 
highly recommended among past attendees, and was the first time it had been 
made available in Santa Maria.  

2. The EDC began preparation for the Green Business-Energy Efficiency Forum 
which was held on July 20, 2011. 

3. The Allan Hancock College Small Business Entrepreneurship Center – The EDC 
became actively involved in developing and advising this center designed to help 
students and businesses alike to start and grow their own business. It is the 
region’s answer to a Small Business Development Center. 
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XI. Presentations and Outreach 

1. Over the course of 2010-2011, the EDC has made numerous keynote 
presentations to groups and organizations to promote across-the-board 
involvement to enhance economic development. These keynote presentations 
have been well received and have included: 

 June 24, 2010: Raytheon Small Business Outreach  Event  

 July 19, 2010: PG&E Energy Conference – San Ramon 

 July 27, 2010: Noontime Rotary 

 Aug 19, 2010: Breakfast Rotary 

 Aug 25, 2010: Workforce Resource Center class 

 Aug 26, 2010: Newcomers Club 

 Sept 19, 2010: Santa Maria Public Airport District Board 

 October 10, 2010: Buena Vista Homeowners Assoc. 

 November 3, 2011: Golden State Manufactured Homeowners League 

 November 8, 2011: Cal Poly Economic Development Class 

 February 4, 2011: Leadership Santa Maria- Economic Development  

   Roundtable 

 March 15, 2011: Chamber of Commerce Business Committee –  

EDC - Survey Results. 

 March 16, 2011: Vandenberg AFB “Local Resources for Small Business” 

 March 24, 2011: Santa Maria Airport Board of Directors 

 April 11, 2011: Santa Maria Transportation Committee 

 May 11, 2011: Nipomo Chamber of Commerce Economic Task Force 

 May 13, 2011: Workforce Resource Center presentation  

2.   Radio Interviews: 
 April 1, 2011 The EDC Director was the guest host on the Andy Caldwell Show 

on June 1 and made local Economic Development the focus of the program.  
 Guests included Jay Hardy, President and owner of Hardy Diagnostics to talk 

about his experience in Santa Maria as one of the top manufacturing 
companies in the area.  

 Dr. Anne Cremarosa from Allan Hancock College talked about the opening of 
the new Small Business Entrepreneur Center, and Bob Mabry, Machine 
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Technology Instructor talked about his program of working with local 
manufacturers to help train employees. 

 Marcy Lariz talked about the Chamber’s programs and ways the Chamber of 
Commerce helps local business and helps the economy. The Thank You for 
Shopping Santa Maria program helped to boost retail sales and raise sales tax 
revenues 7%. 

 Gina Keough discussed the Visitor and Convention Bureau and how its efforts 
helped contribute to a 21% increase in the Transit Occupancy Tax. 

 May 2, 2011 – Interview with KHFR 89.7FM and aired on May 7th. 

3. Other: 
 The EDC has been asked to make numerous comments for the media 

regarding economic development issues. 
 The EDC continues to respond to requests for economic development 

 updates, presentations and outreach opportunities. 

4. Commentaries: 
 The EDC published an article in the Santa Maria Times focusing on economic 

development. It is included in the Appendix. 

5. The EDC continues to respond to requests for economic development 
 updates, presentations and outreach opportunities. 

XII. Energy Watch Partnership Update 

The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce is the Partnership Administrator of the 
Santa Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership program. The purpose of the 
partnership is to assist municipalities and businesses with retrofit options that provide 
energy efficiency and cost savings. Partners include PG&E, Southern California Gas, the 
City of Santa Maria, County of Santa Barbara, Guadalupe, Solvang, and Buellton.  
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The Partnership website is: www.sbenergywatch.com . 

1. The Santa Barbara Energy Watch Partnership continues to help the City of Santa 
Maria and the business community. 

 Read the front page article on Straw Hat Pizza and the Partnership: 
http://www.santamariatimes.com/news/local/article_4e20b95c-3424-11e0-bcab-
001cc4c03286.html

2. The EDC has met with City Staff and Public Works on numerous occasions 
regarding energy opportunities. 

3. How the Partnership has helped the City of Santa Maria: 

 The Energy Watch Partnership helped the City of Santa Maria by 
retrofitting the lighting in many of its buildings. It also provided the 
resources to replace the lighting in the Santa Maria Public Library parking 
structure. 

 For the City of Santa Maria, the Partnership completed 9 Projects, 
resulting in 195,250.64 kWh in energy savings. 

The value of the retrofit projects with no cost to the City is $46,860.15  

 The list of projects is included with this report in the appendix. 

4. How the Partnership has helped Santa Maria businesses: 

The Partnership has assisted 133 businesses with the Direct Install program, 
resulting in 2,376,710 kWh annual savings. The average energy savings per year 
per participating businesses is over $1,600 per year. 

5. Through the remainder of 2011 and into 2012, the Santa Barbara County Energy 
Watch Partnership will continue to raise awareness of the benefits of energy 
efficiency and energy savings among municipalities, businesses, and the general 
public.  

APPENDICES FOLLOW 



When it is time to grow, expand or 
relocate your company ... 

IT'S TIME TO CONSIDER 

SANTA MARIA! 

Santa Maria, California Means Business! 
~ E;'l Santa Maria . 
~ ~CONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

www.santamaria.com 

(800) 331-3779 ext 817 
edc@santamaria.com 

614 S. Broadway 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 

A Division of the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor & Convention Bureau 
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PROFILE PROOF SHEET 

Santa Maria, CA 
The Santa Maria Valley has great business potential and an exceptional quality of life. 

Santa Maria is located on California's Central Coast, midway between 
San Francisco and Los Angeles. With a near-perfect climate, central location, and close 
proximity to beaches, 'wineries and other attractions, the SClnta Maria Valley has an 
exceptional quality of life. 

For a company looking to expand or relocate, SClnta Maria is a very compelling 
option. A pro-business environment makes the City of Santa Maria stand out from most 
other CalifOrnia areas. This region is home to a diverse industrial and manufacturing 
base, with plenty of room to expand and grow. 

The Santa Maria Economic Development Commission, a department of the 
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce, works with the City of Santa Maria, local 
employers, and community le-aders in education, business, Clnd government 
to create an environment thm welcomes new companies and creates greater 
opportunities for economic development. We will work with you every step 
of the way. 

Contact the Santa MClria Economic Development Conunission today for 
additional information, and consider moving or expanding your company to 
Santa Maria, California! _ 

800-331-3779, ext 817 I www.santamariaedc.com 

- actual size - production 0.0 
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EDITORIAL 

Fix the 1099 rule, the 
sooner the better 

While restaurants and small businesses up and down 
.- the Central Coast are fuming about the need to send 1099 

forms to their best customers, a fix for this foolish piece of 
-the be31th care reform law languishes in the Congress. 

It's part of the stupidity with which we must put up 
with this political season. Democrats in Congress created 
this hidden tax on business because they needed to pick 
on a weak constituency - small business - to find $19 
billion in savings. 

But no sooner had the ink dried on the measure that 
everybody realized this was a job killer of the first order 
and with the economy stuck in low gear, nobody wants to 
kill a job. The GOP takeover of the House of Representa
tives and its gains in the Senate should have made repeal 
of the hated 1099 rule a first order of business for the lame 
duck session. 

But that's not the way things work in Congress. 
Democrats don't like the idea of simple solutions so 
they attached the bill to a Christmas tree of legislation. 
Republicans smacked that one down as too pork-laden 
to pass, but that was a mere rationalization for their real 
reason for the smackdown - the GOP wants to kill the 
1099 rule in the new Congress and then run a rhetorical 
victory lap. 

Meanwhile, the IRS is doubting the $19 billion in 
savings will be anything more than fiction and the SBA 
has taken the position that the costs to small business 
really outweigh the benefits. Given that paying for the 
1099 rule is pocket change on Capitol Hill, it could be 
paid for by simply not appropriating funds currently 
allocated for another program until the final costs are 
determined. 

The best hope now is that the new GOP-led House will 
take up the 1099 issue, pass something simple and claim 
credit for doing it. We'll give Speaker John Boehner & 
Co. kudos for spotting a bad piece of legislation and mak
ing political hay out of it. 

But the bottom line is that the 1099 rule has to go -
the quicker the better. We don't really care who gets the 
credit as long as this long nightmare of paperwork for 
small companies comes to an end. 

Having made the 1099 rule a big issue in the Business 
Times here at the end of the year, we're going to take a 
break. Wake us when the nightmare is over. 

COLABBRANCHESOUT 
The arrival of COLAB, the Coalition of Labor, Agri

culture and Business, in Ventura County gives property
rights· advocates another tool to protect what has become 
an endangered liberty in the Tri-Counties. 

COLAB has strong roots in North Santa Barbara 
County, where Andy Caldwell has become a politician
pundit-celebrity due to his strong stand on property and 
development rights in a decidedly business-unfriendly 
county. 

Now he's pushed his organization to the next level as a 
political entity, hiring retiring county CEO Mike Brown 
as a key advisor. Brown is astute and incredibly knowl
edgeable about the workings of the county. 

Simultaneously, a Ventura County COLAB Chapter 
has cropped up, led by Lynn Jensen. Jensen and COLAB 
Ventura County are likely to playa key role as the county 
gets ready for a reset on its highly-restrictive SOAR ini
tiative. 

And for those weary of partisan rancor, even in busi
ness, Jensen offers a bit of welcome news: She wants to 
take the politics out of property rights. 

Santa Maria is committed 
to economic development 

By DAVE CROSS workshops and factory tours. 
Recently, the EDC and chamber collaborated on a 

In late 2004, the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of local stimulus program designed to help boost retail 
Commerce answered a "request for proposal" to pro- sales in the fourth quarter of 2010. The "Thank You 
vide economic development services for the city of for Shopping Santa Maria" program was a major in
Santa Maria. vestment of more than $45,000 for advertising in all 

The contract was signed in early 2005 and a model forms of media, as well as buttons and stickers for local 
pUblic-private partnership was forged. The city provid- retailers to wear and distribute. 
ed the initial funding and the chamber contributed an "Anything we can do through the Economic Devel-
equal amount of services and resources. opment Commission and the Chamber of Commerce to 

Since then, the Santa Maria Economic Develop- strengthen local businesses is a benefit to Santa Maria 
ment Commission has been ag- and our economy," Hatch said. 
gressively promoting Santa Ma- When there are issues that 
ria to prospective companies that View oint arise between a business and the 
may be considering relocating or ';;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;==;:;;:";;;~ permitting process, the EDC can 
expanding to the region. intervene to help resolve the situ-

Bob Hatch, who is also the ation. The EDC assisted Georgia 
president and CEO of the cham- Pacific in clearing a major hurdle 
ber, serves as chairman and I am Anything we can in obtaining its permit and busi-
proud to serve as the director. ness license when it located its 

Hatch believes that part of the do ... to strengthen corrugated manufacturing com-
program's success is its ability pany in Santa Maria. 
to attract partners. "In addition local businesses is This is one of the key benefits 
to city funding, the Santa Maria of contacting the Economic De-
Public Airport also contributes a benefit to Santa velopment Commission. Once 
to the commission," he said. we are involved, we can help 
"When we tie in the chamber's Maria and our alleviate and correct potential 
extensive resources, it allows us problems that interfere with a 
to do significant advertising and economy. company becoming operational. 
prospecting as well as programs For that reason, it is important 
designed for retention and help- Bob Hatch that we are involved early in the 
ing local businesses." President and CEO;-SaQta fIAaria process. 

The Economic Development Chamber of eommeree Retailers have used the EDC's 
Commission promotes Santa assistance while expanding to 
Maria's advantages to a broad Santa Maria. Joann's Fabric and 
range of industrial and manufac- Crafts, which is moving to the 
turing companies as well as retail and other commer- former Circuit City building near Highway 101, and a 
cial services. We take the long view. We understand new Vallarta Supermarket on North Broadway, are key 
that because of the current slow economy, many com- examples. 
panies are not prepared to relocate or expand right now. Joann's used the EDC to get local information and 
But when the time comes for them to act, they will have to help promote its efforts to hire a workforce. Vallarta 
already been engaged, and we will be well positioned. Supermarkets needed a location immediately to train 

STAYING CONNECTED 
One way of doing this is through continued monthly 

contact with prospective companies through its month
ly electronic newsletter and its interactive magazine, 
"Santa Maria Means Business." The magaZine is avail
able on the EDC's website and contains titles such as 
"10 Good Reasons to Expand or Relocate your Compa
ny to Santa Maria, California," and "100 Resources for 
Expanding, Relocating or Starting a Business in Santa 
Maria, California." 

The EDC has also beefed-up retention efforts by 
sponsoring programs and groups such as the Manu
facturers Association, which holds monthly meetings, 

its employees. The EDC responded and secured a place 
within a matter of days. 

Local businesses also take advantage of the EDC. 
Santa Maria Tire relocated its operation to a larger 
building within Santa Maria and used the commis
sion's help to assure a smooth process. 

"The contacts we have with the city of Santa Ma
ria, the Santa Maria Aiq,ort, local business leaders and 
community organizations make the Economic Devel
opment Commission' a tremendous asset;' Hatch said. 

• Dave Cross is the director of the Santa Maria Eco
nomic Development Commission. He can be reached 
at edc~antamaria.com. 

How TO CONTRIBU~ 
--------~~----------------------.., 

Pacific Coast Business Times welcomes letters to the editor that are timely an.d exclusive. We reserve the right to edit for space and clarity. 
Submit letters to newsroom@pacbiztimes.com. Please provide contact information. We do not accept anonymous submissions. 

The Business Times also welcomes lively and well-written commentary pieces on any of the many issues that are relevant to business 
journal readers. We prefer exclusive items that are no more than 800 words in length. Because of time constraints, we do not acceprdrafts 
or review outlines, but we can offer helpful suggestions on finished pieces. Submit your commentaries to newsroom@pacbiztimes.com. Or 

for more information, call our editor, Henry Dubroff, at (805) 560-6950, ext. 222. 

Opinion pieces can also be mailed to the Business Times at 14 E. CarrilioSt., Ste.A. Santa Barbara, CA 931 Ot 
or faxed to (805) 560-8399. 



INTERACTIVE MAGAZINE 

RISING 
FROM THE 
RECESSION 

How Industrial, 
Manufacturing and 
the Santa Maria 
Airport are Leading 
the Way toward 
Santa Maria's 
Economic Future 
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July 20 -9am -3pm 
GREEN BUSINESS - ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY FORUM 

Flyer & 
Details 

Registration 

- 11 :45 Committee 
Posthumously 
HONORING 
TED ECKERT 

See 
Details 

NEWSFLASHI NEWSLETTER 

~ Sallta Maria 
LCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor & Convention Bureau 
www.santamaria.com 

REGISTER TODAYl 

AUGUST 2011 

TIll Ee ••• llie NEWSFLASHI 
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•• II .... lrll 

Read !be Report 

July 26th - 07:30 
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 

Location: Hardy Dlagnosllcs 
1430 West McCoy Lane 

Santa Marla Airport 
Updatal 

No CosI, but RSVP Is required 

Chris Hasler! 
Airport General Manager 

RSVP to edC@santamana.com or call 925-2403 exl817 

litiDC 
Santa Maria Valley Chamber 

ofCommarce 
614 S. Broadway 

Santa Maria, CA 93454 
(805) 925-2403 ex! 817 

edc@santamaria.com 

~.!!t..ss --
E~~~ __ 

Santa Maria 
Means Business! 

Interactive Magazine 

http://santamariaedc.com/Library/Diablo%20Canyon%20Special%20Report.pdf
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/Diablo%20Canyon%20Special%20Report.pdf
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/pdf/City%20Resources.pdf
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/Diablo%20Canyon%20Special%20Report.pdf
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/pdf/City%20Resources.pdf
http://santamariavalleychamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/green-business-energy-efficiency-forum
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/pdf/City%20Resources.pdf
http://santamariaedc.com/Library/Diablo%20Canyon%20Special%20Report.pdf
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~~CIJIIOMIC DEVELOPMENT CoMMISSION 

SPECIAL REPORT 

The Impact of Diablo Canyon on 
Santa Marla 

Source: Local Economic Impacts of Decommiuioning the Diablo canyon Nuclear Power Plant 
BAAd the Full ReDQrt 

The Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant faces a number of concerns as II goes through the 
license renewal process, many of which are baing examined and answered in extensive detail. 
Concems aboutsafety in the wake of Japan', catastrophe with its nuclear powerfacililies, for example. 
has resulted In comprehensive studies about hDlW'the facility could handle a slmllarsltuallon. 

Howwer, as political leanings and environmllntal groups weigh in with considerable input, th .... 
is often Iitlle recognition of the economic benefrt that this facility repreaanta. A& a safe and essential 
&Duree of continued energy, roadblocks put Into place based upon emotional and pollUcal views that 
have no real factual base can severely hurt our economy and cause unwarranted energy problems. 

While Diablo canyon has a algnlllc:ant economic Impact throughout the entire Cenlrllli Coast 
region, this reportfocusH on the economic benefrt to Santa Maria. 

1 

http://www.pge.com/includes/docs/pdfs/shared/edusafety/systemworks/dcpp/PGE_LocalEconomicImpactReport_CPUC452010.pdf


How Diablo Canyon Benefits 
Santa Maria Businesses 

Diablo Canyon is a major purchaser of goods and services from the local economy. Those 
purchases include the procurement of parts, tools and services from a wide variety of businesses. 
Since 2006, Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant'slocal expenditures averaged $18.4 M peryee.r. 

Over a four year period from 2006-2009, expendibJres exceeded $73.5 M. By city, this 
Includes $2,706,744.90 In Santa Maria In 2009 and $9,na,759.78 In Santa Maria over the four 
year period. 

Total local expenditures by Diablo Canyon (2009) 
In all Central Coast cltla 

$17,068,486.45 
Diablo canyon expenditures In 
Santa Marla 

$2,706,744.90 

Diablo Canyon expenditures In 
the Santa Maria from 2006 - 2009 

$9,773,759.78 

I 

Diablo Canyan plays a pivotal role In Santa Marla's eccnomy. Purchaaas by PG&E 
through Diablo Canyon supports our local small businesses. It has been a stable source of 
revenue and jobs. When combined with other top regional employers such as vandenberg Air 
Force Base and the Chumash Casino (which employs 650 workers from Santa Maria), the total 
eoonomic impac::l is large-scale. 

2 



Diablo Canyon Employees from Santa Maria 

Number 01 Employees associated with Diablo Canyon (2009) 

1578 

Number of Employeee from the 
Santa Marla area 

129 

Average Salary 01 Employees 
from Santa Marla working at 
Diablo Canyon (2009) 

$92,867 

... ~ .. ..... _ ... "." . .. -.. , .. " . 
- .~!J • 

" 

As these figures indicate, 
employees from Santa Marla who work at 
Diablo Canyon earn exceptional salaries. 
These are highly trained positions with 
high education requirements. 

By comparison, the average retail 
salary In Santa Barbara County In 2009 
was $29,367 and Construction was 
$49,536. 

When determining the license 
renewal for the Diablo canyon Power 
Plant, it is essential to consider lila 
economic benefit to the Central Coast 
region and how this facility helps the 
economy in Santa Maria by producing 
revenue and Jobs. 

For more information on the License Renewal process 
for Diablo Canyon, visit the PG&E website HERE. 

3 

http://www.pge.com/myhome/edusafety/systemworks/dcpp/about/licenseprocess/


   
  

    
     

  


 

      
         
     
       
 

        
     
    
   
          
    
     
     
    
   
     
     
         
    
  
    
    
    
         
     
    
     
  
        
      
   
   
   
    
       
     
    





            
        
   



   
         
       
    
     
   
         
     
     
         
      
     
      
    
     
    
      
 

      
     
       

     
    
     
   



   

         
      
      
      
 
            
      
            
      
     
     
       
     
    
      
     
        
 
          
     
      
       
     
      
      
     
          
        
   
       
      
    
    
     

       
     

     
    

    
   




http://www.santamariaairport.com/index.php
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hopeful signs we have made it this important segment of our economy. and products for laboratory research. 
Utrough the \vorstaod Y(e are Santa Maria has a robust industrial The company is benefiting from a 

The Times . Established in 1882 fin;illy on'aslQw pAtli towar~ element, which provides higher wages strong health care industry. 
recovery. than retail and agriculture, and its sta - Other Santa Maria companies that 

Editorial Board 
CYNTHIA SCHUR. President and Publisher 

TOM BOLTON Executive Editor 
JOHN LANKFORD. Contributing Editor 

A LEE ENTERPRISES NEWSPAPER 

IN OUR VIEW 

B~dgeting 
and the debt 
discussion 

Pte ident Ol5ama's P(pp.osed fed. era! 
budget is $90 billion smaller than the 
one he offered last year and contains 

cuts that would reduce the long-term 
deficit by more than $1 trillion. 

Sounds great, huh? Maybe not so much. 
In fact, this budget outline is likely to 

spark a true political dust-up in Congress. 
Our guess is Obmna could have proposed a 
budget with zero spending, and Republi
cans would have found grounds for debate. 

You can't fault the GOP. They're just do
ing what they believe voters told them to 
do in last November's mid -term election. 
That message was loud and clear - gov~ 
ernrnent is too big, it's debt burden too 
heavy, and the current level of spending is 
unacceptable. 

There's plenty of evidence to support 
those beliefs. Even if the Obmna budget 
plan were approved - which it won't be, at 
least not in the form as proposed - the 
long - term federal deficit will still ap
proach $14 trillion. 

We can accept the Obama adIninistra
tion's assertions that accumulating debt 
was a necessary element in rescuihg a 
nose-diving economy, but debt is debt, 
and in the end, being that deep in a hole is 
devastating and unsustainable. 

Wp !11c" !lrp nnt I'()n'tnnf'pn thp ()h::.m!l 

Santa Maria is one of the very few bility is critical to our region. have weathered the storm and are 
cities in California that has consistently Construction, which provides the preparing to move ahead include the 
invested in economic devel- highest wages, has been dec- manufacturing of fire hoses, wire and 
opment, and the region imated, with a staggering cable, industrial couplers, baby care 
stands to benefit from its in - 50-percent unemployment products, high tech communications 
vestment as the economy rate . This puts enormous equipment, agricultural packaging, di-
improves. pressure on local industry to rectional drilling equipment and many 

The city financially sup- remail). solid, and this is other products. 
ports the Santa Maria Valley . where Santa Maria's invest - Looking past the current economic 
Chamber of Commerce and ment will payoff. situation and into the future, the city 
the Economic Development In contrast to the down - has set aside 900 acres in what is called 
Commission. The Santa ward trend in construction, Area 9 for industrial expansion, and the 
Maria Public Airport District Dave · some manufacture.rs al'e do- city has available State Water to accom-
11aS fQllo\ve!=isuit, providing llig well, and the success of modate growth. 
financial'support while Cross these companles reveals The future business park at the air-
workingtopOsjtib)1 itself for where ind~trymay be port will also play an important role by 
a strong econ.omic.ruture. Improving heading. Companies that providing over 700 acres of additional 

The.Chamber of Coin- repackagl1 existing products industrial space. 
merceprovided a local stirn- North Counry embrace technology, focus Union Valley Parkway, which is under 
ulus'effort with an aggressive on impro'(inghealth care construction, will provide direct access 
"Tlianksfor shopping-Santa Maria" and providing equipment for essential from Highway 101 to the business park, 
campaign But-into plllce to bolster fourth services arethe strongest performers. which shows yet another way Santa 
quarter sales in 2010. That critical time C&D Zodiac at the airport, retrofits Maria is positioning itself to attract 
.frame :ismake-o~- bteaj{ior many local aircraft interiotl; and has benefitted companies that will provide the kinds 
retailers. It was well-received by local from the factthat airlines and private of jobs we need for our area. 
bUloinesses and the CQmmunity. owners wouid rallier retrofit tileir exist- While the economy continues to 

While the sales figUres ate not yet ing fleet than purcbase new aircraft. T1)e struggle, Santa Maria is looking ahead 
available, it will hope{Wly have con- company employs almost 450 workers and showing signs of benefiting from 
tclbuted·to stemmlngihe tide ina wo- and could be expanding tbeir workforce investing in economic development. 
year downward trend In·rotail soles. in the future. The Santa Maria Valley Chamber of 

The Simta MBIiaEconomic Develop- Fusion Call Centers is a SantaMarla - Commerce and the Economic Develop-
ment Commission works as a depart - based customer-service center that has ment Commission will continue their 
ment of the chamber, and is marketing quietly become one of the area's top role in supporting local business and 
tpereglon tDpro.spective companies. It employers, 'Ivith over 500 workers. Rid- attracting companies to the area. 
lias also been aggressive in retentionef- ing the wave o( online technology, Fu-
forts alldslrengthetiinglocaUndustTy sion ptovlde teal-tirnecusto!fler serv-
and manufacturing. jce tQS(lcial network ms like face-

The EnC sponsors 9 shongmanuiac- book, Rod'fof online gaIriing. 

Letters 
Following 
all the rules 

A recent letter claimed the 
new health care law cannot 
require us to buy insurance. 

Wrong . . 
Owners of real estate, reg

istered owners of vehicles 
and drivers must shoW proof 
of financial responsibility. 

If your real estate has a 
mortgage, thelenderre
quires that t~e_ cO!'t r:f.~e-

Dave Cross is vice chairman of Commit
tee INC, and director of the Santa il1aria 
Economic Development Commission. 



SANTA BARABRA COUNTY ENERGY WATCH PARTNERSHIP

Business Name City County Zip Service address Installed kW total Installed kWh total Installed job total

City of Santa Maria Santa Maria Santa Barbara 93454 616 S BROADWAY 1.57 8,683.81 $2084.11
City of Santa Maria Santa Maria Santa Barbara 93454 809 N Panther Dr 0.06 3,512.80 $843.07
City of Santa Maria Santa Maria Santa Barbara 93454 110 S Pine St 5.77 20,549.67 $4931.92
City of Santa Maria Santa Maria Santa Barbara 93454 511 N PINE ST 6.50 29,483.15 $7075.96
SM Parking Stucture Santa Maria Santa Barbara 93454 421 South McCelland St 13.40 70,791.78 $16990.03
City of Santa Maria Santa Maria Santa Barbara 93454 616 S BROADWAY 1.57 8,683.81 $2084.11
City of Santa Maria Santa Maria Santa Barbara 93454 809 N Panther Dr 0.06 3,512.80 $843.07
City of Santa Maria Santa Maria Santa Barbara 93454 110 S Pine St 5.77 20,549.67 $4931.92
City of Santa Maria Santa Maria Santa Barbara 93454 511 N PINE ST 6.50 29,483.15 $7075.96
City of Solvang Solvang Santa Barbara 93463 1644 OAK ST 0.09 825.00 $198.00
City of Solvang Solvang Santa Barbara 93463 1600 Mission Dr 0.03 275.00 $66.00
City of Buellton Buellton Santa Barbara 93427 HWY 246 W BUELLTON 0.05 312.00 $74.88

Santa Ynez Airport Santa Ynez Santa Barbara 93460 900 Airport rd 8.58 54,237.74 $13557.62

13 49.95 250,900.38 $60756.65
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Commission

Members

CITY OF
SANTA MARIA

CHAMBER
OF

COMMERCE

•City Manager – Tim Ness

•Community Development              
Director – Larry Appel

•Airport Manager –
Chris Hastert

•EDC Chairman- Bob Hatch       
Chamber President/CEO

•EDC Director- Dave Cross

•Jason Diani – Diani Ward Diani, LLC
•Cindy McKellar – Your People Professionals
•Max Tucker – Best Western Big America
•Rob Buchanan – Byars Thompson Buchanan Ins.
•Brooks Wise – Mission Community Bank
•Stephanie Robb – Allan Hancock College
•Jim Bray – PXP – Plains Exploration and Production Co.
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When it is time to grow. expand or 
relocate your company .. . 

IT'S TIME TO CONSIDER 

SANTA MARIA! 

Maria, California Means Business! m-; D':;;'S'",'-"C"o,'-, JHflria 
~":I::;rl JJ;:., CONOMIC D EVELOPMENT C OMMISSION 

www.santamaria.com 

__ '_"'1 DO) 331·3779 ext 817 
Ic@santamaria.com 

61 4 S . Broadway 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 

Division of the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor & Convention Bureau 



EconomicEconomic
DevelopmentDevelopment
NewsletterNewsletter

NEWSFLASH!NEWSFLASH!

“WINDSET FARMS “ HYDROPONIC GREENHOUSE 
PROJECT NEARS COMPLETION OF FIRST PHASE

SANTA MARIA AIRPORT 
PROJECTS MOVE  AHEAD

Read the Report

NEWSFLASH!

SPECIAL REPORTS & UPDATES



SANTA MARIA MEANS BUSINESS
Interactive Magazine

SANTA MARIA MEANS BUSINESSSANTA MARIA MEANS BUSINESS
Interactive MagazineInteractive Magazine
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FACTORY FACTORY 
TOURSTOURS

C&D ZODIACC&D ZODIAC
NORTH AMERICAN FIRE HOSENORTH AMERICAN FIRE HOSE
ATLAS PERFORMANCE ATLAS PERFORMANCE 
INDUSTRIESINDUSTRIES
PRINCE LIONHEARTPRINCE LIONHEART



TOPICSTOPICS

DOING BUSINESS WITH VAFBDOING BUSINESS WITH VAFB
NEW LABOR LAWS & HUMAN NEW LABOR LAWS & HUMAN 
RELATIONS UPDATERELATIONS UPDATE
PERMIT PROCESSING WORKSHOPPERMIT PROCESSING WORKSHOP
STATE OF THE CITYSTATE OF THE CITY
ISSUES FACING LOCAL ISSUES FACING LOCAL 
BUSINESSESBUSINESSES



SANTA MARIA SANTA MARIA 
PUBLIC AIRPORTPUBLIC AIRPORT

INCLUSION OF THE AIRPORT IN EDC INCLUSION OF THE AIRPORT IN EDC 
MATERIALS MATERIALS 
BUILDING COMMUNITY SUPPORTBUILDING COMMUNITY SUPPORT
(SUPPORT LETTERS)(SUPPORT LETTERS)
ASSISTANCE WHEN ASKED ASSISTANCE WHEN ASKED 
RECOGNITION OF THE AIRPORTRECOGNITION OF THE AIRPORT’’S S 
IMPORTANCE FOR THE REGIONIMPORTANCE FOR THE REGION’’S S 
ECONOMIC FUTUREECONOMIC FUTURE



Site Location and Selection AssistanceSite Location and Selection Assistance

Coordinating with City Departments, Coordinating with City Departments, 
Commercial Brokers and Community LeadersCommercial Brokers and Community Leaders

Access to Business and Community ResourcesAccess to Business and Community Resources

Responses to Requests for Demographics and Responses to Requests for Demographics and 
Other InformationOther Information

www.santamariaedc.comwww.santamariaedc.com

PROSPECTING AND PROSPECTING AND 
RETENTIONRETENTION



OTHER EDC EFFORTSOTHER EDC EFFORTS

SURVEYSSURVEYS
FACTORY AND SITE TOURS ON FACTORY AND SITE TOURS ON 
REQUESTREQUEST
OUTREACHOUTREACH
SPECIAL EVENTS: SPECIAL EVENTS: 

GREEN BUSINESSGREEN BUSINESS-- ENERGY ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY FORUMEFFICIENCY FORUM
DAVE RAMSEY SEMINARDAVE RAMSEY SEMINAR



Santa Barbara County Energy Watch PartnershipSanta Barbara County Energy Watch Partnership

Revolving Loan FundRevolving Loan Fund

Santa Barbara County Green Business ProgramSanta Barbara County Green Business Program

UCSBUCSB North County Forecast ProjectNorth County Forecast Project

RMDZ RMDZ –– Recycling Market Development ZoneRecycling Market Development Zone

California Industry & Trade CouncilCalifornia Industry & Trade Council

ACTIVITIES AND SPONSORSHIPS

Allan Hancock College Small    
Business Entrepreneurship Center



EFFORTS IN WORKEFFORTS IN WORK

GISGIS COLLABORATION WITH THE COLLABORATION WITH THE 
CITY OF SANTA MARIACITY OF SANTA MARIA
ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY OF ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY OF 
WINDSET FARMSWINDSET FARMS
WEBSITE ADDITIONSWEBSITE ADDITIONS
EDC STIMULUS STUDIES AND EDC STIMULUS STUDIES AND 
RECOMMENDATIONSRECOMMENDATIONS



City of Santa MariaCity of Santa Maria
--9 Retrofit Projects 9 Retrofit Projects 
--195,250 kWh in energy          195,250 kWh in energy          

savingssavings
Project Value:  $46,860.15Project Value:  $46,860.15
No Cost to the CityNo Cost to the City

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 
ENERGY WATCH PARTNERSHIPENERGY WATCH PARTNERSHIP



BUSINESSES HELPED BY BUSINESSES HELPED BY 
THE ENERGY WATCH THE ENERGY WATCH 
PARTNERSHIPPARTNERSHIP

133 businesses in Santa Maria have 133 businesses in Santa Maria have 
participated for 2,376,710 kWh in participated for 2,376,710 kWh in 
savingssavings
Average Energy savings of $1,600 Average Energy savings of $1,600 
per year per Businessper year per Business



Thank You
For your
Ongoing
Commitment to
Economic
Development.
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