
RESOLUTION NO. 2011-110 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING THE FILING 

OF A NEGATIVE DECLARATION, E-2011-019, FOR THE 2011 
AMENDMENT TO THE LAND USE ELEMENT AND 

CIRCULATION ELEMENT OF THE GENERAL PLAN, 
FILE NO. GP-2011-001 

Planning Commission Actions 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Santa Maria held a duly 
noticed public hearing on July 20, 2011, for the purpose of receiving evidence and 
considering the proposed 2011 Amendment to the Land Use Element and the 2011 
Amendment to the Circulation Element of the General Plan, and the evaluation of 
environmental impacts; and 

WHEREAS, on a 5-0 vote, the Planning Commission made its recommendation 
in writing that the City Council adopt the Initial Study/Negative Declaration (E-2011-019) 
for the 2011 Amendment to the Land Use Element and the 2011 Amendment to the 
Circulation Element of the General Plan (GP-2011-001) (Resolution No. 2590); and 

City Council Actions 

WHEREAS, a duly noticed public hearing was held on the 2011 Amendment to 
the Land Use Element and the 2011 Amendment to the Circulation Element of the 
General Plan by the Santa Maria City Council on September 6, 2011; and 

WHEREAS, the Santa Maria City Council made no modification of the proposed 
2011 Amendment to the Land Use Element and the 2011 Amendment to the Circulation 
Element of the General Plan which had not been previously considered by the Planning 
Commission; and 

WHEREAS, at the completion of the public hearing, the City Council duly 
considered all evidence presented at said hearing, including evidence presented in the 
staff report and all comments received during the public review and comment period; 
and 

WHEREAS, the environmental impacts associated with the proposed General 
Plan amendment are adequately analyzed in the Initial Study/Negative Declaration, E-
2011-019, prepared for GP-2011-001; and 

WHEREAS, there is no substantial evidence in the record supporting a fair 
argument that the project as described in Initial Study/Negative Declaration E-2011-019, 
will have a significant effect on the environment; and 

WHEREAS, Initial Study/Negative Declaration E-2011-019 reflects the City 
Council's independent judgment; 



NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of Santa Maria, California: 

SECTION 1. The above findings are true. 

SECTION 2. The Negative Declaration for the project, Exhibit A, is 
hereby adopted. 

SECTION 3. The records of these proceedings are located in the 
Planning Department of the City of Santa Maria, 110 South Pine 
Street, Santa Maria, California 93458. 

SECTION 4. The City Clerk is here by authorized and directed to 
file a Negative Declaration of Environmental Impact. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Santa Maria, California, held this 6th day of September, 2011. 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Chief Deputy City Clerk 

~ Attorney 

Exhibit A - Initial Environmental Study/Negative Declaration 



CITY OF SANTA MARIA 
INITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
June 1, 2011 

REVISIONS TO THE LAND USE AND CIRCULATION ELEMENTS OF THE GENERAL PLAN 
(GP-201 0-001. GP-2010-002. E-2011-0191 FOR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF 
JULY 20. 2011 
Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area 

APPLICANT: City of Santa Maria 
Community Development Department 
110 S. Pine Street, #101 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 

PROPOSED USE: Not applicable for this policy document 

PROPERTY OWNER OF RECORD: Not applicable for this policy document 

SIZE OF PROPERTY: The Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area, covered by 
the City's General Plan, is approximately 32 
square miles in size 

ZONING CLASSIFICATION: Various City and County zoning districts apply to 
land located in the incorporated City of Santa 
Maria and unincorporated Orcutt Community Plan 
area 

GENERAL PLAN CLASSIFICATION: Various City and County land use designations 
appy to land located in the incorporated City of 
Santa Maria and unincorporated Orcutt 
Community Plan area 

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO(S): 

PROCEDURE: 

Various parcels located in the Santa Maria-Orcutt 
urban area 

Planning Commission recommendations to City 
Council for a Negative Declaration of 
environmental impact and General Plan 
amendments 

REVISIONS TO THE LAND USE AND CIRCULATION ELEMENTS 
(GP-2010-001, GP-2010-002, E-2011-019) 

EXHIBIT A 
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2011-
GP-2011-001, E-2011-019 INITIAL STUDYI NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

FOR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF JULY 20, 2011 
- 1 -
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PROJECT SUMMARY 
REVISIONS TO THE LAND USE AND CIRCULATION ELEMENTS OF THE GENERAL PLAN 

(GP-2010-001, GP-2010-002, E-2011-019) 

Site Information 

Project Description The Land Use and Circulation Element revisions would 
eliminate obsolete language, update certain graphics, 
and include references to other adopted plans and 
physical changes already implemented by the City. 
The revisions anticipates the adoption of a Sustainable 
Communities Strategy by the Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments and introduces a potential 
"high quality transit corridor" for coordinating future 
land useitransportation planning. 

Location Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area 

Assessors Parcel Nos. All parcels located in the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban 
area 

General Plan Designation All City and County land use classifications apply to 
land located in the incorporated City of Santa Maria 
and unincorporated Orcutt Community Plan area 

Zoning All City and County zoning districts apply to land 
located in the incorporated City of Santa Maria and 
unincorporated Orcutt Community Plan area 

Size of Site Approximately 32 square miles 

Present Use Various land uses presently in the Santa Maria-Orcutt 
urban area; generally, these include vacant land, 
agriculture, open space, public and institutional, 
residential, office, commercial, industrial, and airport 
uses. 

Access Various access ways presently in the Santa Maria-
Orcutt urban area 

Surrounding Uses/Zoning 

North Santa Maria River (San Luis Obispo County) 

South Unincorporated - Orcutt Community Plan 

East Agriculture - Santa Barbara County 

West Agriculture - Santa Barbara County 

Related files/actions None 
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Project Details 

Parking No changes to parking standards are proposed. 

Setbacks Setbacks do not apply to this policy document. 

Height Building height does not apply to this policy document. 

Building Coverage No building is proposed; this does not apply. 

Landscape Area No landscaping is proposed; this does not apply. 

Storm Water Retardation No storm water retardation is proposed; this does not 
apply. 

Fencing Fencing does not apply to this policy document. 

GENERAL AREA DESCRIPTION: 

The City of Santa Maria is located in Santa Barbara County on the west coast of California in 
what is known as the South Central Coast. The city is approximately 70 miles north of Santa 
Barbara and 30 miles south of the city of San Luis Obispo. Vandenberg Air Force Base is 
located about 10 miles southwest of the southern city boundary, the Pacific Ocean is 
approximately 12 miles west, and the Santa Maria River skirts the northem edge of the city and 
generally forms the Santa Barbara-San Luis Obispo County Line. 

The city is surrounded by farmland, ranches and rolling hills. The Mediterranean climate of the 
region produces moderate temperatures year round, with rainfall concentrated in the winter 
months. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING: 

Santa Maria is the largest city by population and geographic area in the County. The 
incorporated city limits is approximately 23.2 square miles and houses 100,000 persons. The 
unincorporated Orcutt community houses approximately 30,000 persons in approximately 9 
square miles of land located generally south of the City. 

Agriculture and Forest Resources: According to the State Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program, there are large amounts of farmland (i.e., Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance) in the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area. According to the 
Santa Barbara County Uniform Rules, scattered sites throughout the Santa Maria Valley are 
under Williamson Act contracts. According to the State Department of Forestry and the 
Community Development Department, there are no forest areas designated in the Santa Maria
Orcutt urban area. 

'" -._ , .. _. __ ."'~ .__ ~" ••.• ,..".~" ,__ • '.'~ . .,. • .. ," ,_ ...... ,.. _."'V.~ ,_. __ ~., _ 
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Geology and Soils/ Mineral Resources: The Safety Element identifies several faults in vicinity of 
the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area. The 1972 U.SDA, Soil Conservation Service "Soil Survey" 
for Northem Santa Barbara County details the numerous types and sub-types of soils and soil 
characteristics. From U.S. Highway 101, near Betteravia Road, an escarpment identifies the 
historic flood plain of the Santa Maria River. Two general soil types occur in the Santa Maria
Orcutt urban area. North of the escarpment the soils are alluvial; south of the escarpment the 
soils are sandy types. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials: About the same time the City incorporated, the Santa Maria 
Oil Field was discovered. Today, the legacy of past petroleum activities are generally found 
between Stowell Road and the Santa Maria Public Airport area in the City and scattered pockets 
throughout the County. Cortese List sites may be found in the Santa Maria Valley, but such sites 
do not impact the proposed project. 

Hydrology and Water Qualitv: For over 50 years, the City of Santa Maria has been protected 
from the seasonal flooding of the Santa Maria River by a levee built by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (1959 - 1963); to avoid decertification of the levee, it is presently being reconstructed. 
On-site storm water retardation generally occurs to a 25-year event standard using the Santa 
Barbara County Urban Hydrograph. 

In August 1997, the City took its first deliveries of State Water from the Coastal Branch of the 
State Water Project. Including the drought buffer, the City water entitlement exceeds 16,000 
acre-feet per year. According to the Urban Water Management Plan, groundwater supplies are 
blended with State Water according to seasonal needs of the community and percentage of 
State Water Project deliveries. 

Noise; Safety: In 1960, the Santa Maria Public Airport was annexed into the City and the Santa 
Maria Public Airport District was created. The Santa Barbara County Airport Land Use Plan 
regulates the noise and safety levels around the Santa Maria Airport. The City's Noise Element 
generally establishes 60 dB CNEL (exterior) and 45 dB CNEL (interior) as the residential 
standard; the County exterior standard is 5 dB higher. 

TransportationlTraffic: U.S. Highway 101 is a six-lane facility from the San Luis Obispo County 
Line to Santa Maria Way-approximately six miles. This highway bisects the northeastern 
quadrant of the City and forms the eastern edge of the City from Jones Street south to Santa 
Maria Way. From the start of North Broadway to Santa Maria Way, State Route 135 serves as 
the "Business Route" for U.S. Highway 101. South of Santa Maria Way, S.R. 135 is called the 
Orcutt Expressway and then it merges into Highway 1. State Route 166 West extends from the 
Main Street (on/off) ramps to Highway 1 in Guadalupe. The Circulation Element identifies six 
roadway classifications; these range from "freeway" to "minor street". 

Biological Resources: While the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area contains a range of several 
listed plant and animal species, according to the California Resources Agency website, no 
Natural Community Conservation Plans have been adopted in Santa Barbara County. 
According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services' website, there are no Habitat Conservation 
Plans adopted within the project area. 
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Land Use Planning: There are no established communities in the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban 
area. There are no adopted conseNation plans in the urban area. 

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases: It would be expected that any project approved would be 
consistent with a "Sustainable Communities Strategy" (SCS), which is presently being prepared 
by the Santa Barbara County Association of Govemments. The Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area 
operates under the rules and regulations of the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control 
District through the Santa Barbara County Air Quality Attainment Plan. 

The Land Use and Circulation Element revisions anticipate the adoption of a Sustainable 
Communities Strategy by the Santa Barbara County Association of Govemments (Govemment 
Code Section 65080(b)(2)). Circulation Element (Figure C-4) presents a possible transit corridor 
for coordinating future land use/transportation planning for the City and may lead to the 
designation of "High Quality Transit Corridors" within the Circulation Element. Under Section 
21155.1 of the Public Resources Code, a mixed use project meeting certain criteria and located 
within a "high-quality transit corridor" may be exempt from environmental review under the 
Califomia Environmental Quality Act. 

Cultural Resources: The Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area has some catalogued archaeological 
sites around the Airport and in the vicinity of creeks near the Orcutt and Solomon Hills. Areas 
subjected to historic flooding by the Santa Maria and Sisquoc Rivers have not revealed pre
history settlement by the Chumash Indians. 

Population and Housing: The Orcutt Community Plan and the Housing Element of the General 
Plan further describe the projected residential growth areas in the urban area. 

Recreation/Public Facilities/Utilities and SeNice Systems: Santa Maria is a fuil-seNice city that 
provides police, fire, parks, library, water, sewer, and solid waste seNices through City operated 
facilities. Schools (K-12) are administered by one high school district and two elementary school 
districts. The Santa Barbara County Flood Control and Water ConseNation District operates and 
maintains local and regional drainage systems. 

The unincorporated urban area receives water from the Golden State Water Company; fire and 
sewer facilities and seNices are provided through special districts. The County of Santa Barbara 
provides Sheriff and Parks for the unincorporated urban area. 

AestheticsNisual Resources: The Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area is located in the Santa Maria 
Valley, which is formed by the surrounding hills and other geographic features. Generally, visual 
resources occur on the peripheral areas adjacent to the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area. These 
include the Bradley Hills and Solomon Hills located to the south and the Nipomo Mesa located to 
the north (in San Luis Obispo County). Larger views are afforded to those areas with higher 
elevations, which generally occur south of the Santa Maria River escarpment. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The Land Use and Circulation Element revisions would eliminate obsolete language, update 
certain graphics, and include references to other adopted plans and physical changes already 
implemented by the City. No changes to land use intensity are proposed, in the Land Use 
Element Update. The Circulate Element Update does not propose to add, delete, or realign 
any road designations. The summary of the changes is included as Exhibit A. 

PROJECT REVIEW: 

The environmental impacts associated with the proposed project were determined using the 
City's environmental checklist and the proposed amendments. No potentially significant adverse 
impacts were identified in the checklist. 

Based on the City's environmental checklist and the proposed amendments, no impacts are 
associated with aesthetics, agricultural and forest resources, air quality, biological resources, 
cultural resources, geology/soils, greenhouse gases, hazards and hazardous materials, 
hydrology and water quality, land use/planning, mineral resources, noise, population and 
housing, public facilities and services, recreation, transportation/traffic, or utilities and service 
systems. 

IMPACT SUMMARY TABLE 

Proposed Project 

Size of Site Approximately 32 square miles 

Size of Buildings No building is proposed; this issue does not apply to 
this project. 

Water Demand No water is required for the proposed project; this issue 
does not apply .. 

Sewage Generation No sewer is required for the proposed project; this issue 
does not apply. 

Average Daily Trips No traffic is generated by the proposed project; this 
issue does not apply. 

P.M. Peak Trips No traffic is generated by the proposed project; this 
issue does not apply. 
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--

Unmitigated No air quality impacts are generated by the proposed 

Long Term Emissions: project; this issue does not apply. 

Reactive Hydrocarbons 
Nitroqen Oxides 

Mitigated No air quality impacts are generated by the proposed 

Long Term Emissions: project; this issue does not apply. 

Reactive Hydrocarbons 
Nitrogen Oxides 

ENVIRONMENTAL RECOMMENDATION: 

Based on the information available at the time of preparation of this report and, without benefit of 
additional information which may come to light at the public hearing, the Environmental Officer 
recommends that a Negative Declaration be filed for GP-2010-001 and GP-2010-002, based 
upon information contained in the Initial Study, E-2011-019. 

PREPARED BY: 

City of Santa Maria 
Community Development Department 
110 South Pine Street, #101 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 

Date 

Date 
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CITY OF SANTA MARIA 
Environmental Checklist/Initial Study 
Revisions to the Land Use and Circulation Elements of the 
General Plan (GP-2010-001, GP-2010-002, E-2011-019) 

1. Project Title 
Revisions to the Land Use and Circulation Elements of the General Plan 

2. Lead Agency Name and Address 
City of Santa Maria 
Community Development Department 
110 South Pine Street, #101 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 

3. Contact Person/Preparer of the Initial Study 
Bill Shipsey, Planner III 
805-925-0951, x 244 

4. Project Location 
Santa Maria-Orcutt Urbanized Area 

5. Project Sponsor's Name and Address 
City of Santa Maria 
Community Development Department 
110 S. Pine Street, #101 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 

6. General Plan 
The Land Use and Circulation Elements would be revised by the proposed project. 

7. Zoning 
Santa Maria Municipal Code Title 12 would not be changed by the proposed project. 

8. Brief Description of Project 
The Land Use and Circulation Element revisions would eliminate obsolete language, 
update certain graphics, and include references to other adopted plans and physical 
changes already implemented by the City. The revisions anticipate the adoption of a 
Sustainable Communities Strategy by the Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments and introduces a possible transit corridor for coordinating future land 
use/transportation planning. 

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting 
Santa Maria-Orcutt Urbanized Area 

10. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval is Required 
None 



Revisions to the Land Use and Circulation Elements of the General Plan 
Environmental Checklist, E-2011-019 
June 1,2011 
Page 2 

1_ AESTHETICSNISUAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: Potentially Less than 
Significant significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a 

scenic vista? 

b. Substantially damage scenic resources, 
including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a 
state scenic highway? 

c. Substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings? 

d. Create a new source of substantial light or 
glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Discussion: The Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area is located in the Santa Maria Valley, which is 
fonnned by the surrounding hills and other geographic features. Generally, visual resources occur 
on the peripheral areas adjacent to the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area. These include the 
Bradley Hills and Solomon Hills located to the south and the Nipomo Mesa located to the north (in 
San Luis Obispo County), Larger views are afforded to those areas with higher elevations, which 
generally occur south of the Santa Maria River escarpment. 

Future development generated under the General Plan, as revised, would not create any new 
physical impacts beyond those that would be pennnitted under the current General Plan. The Land 
Use and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update 
certain graphics; it would acknowledge development projects that have been completed and 
other adopted plans approved by the City. The proposed project would not change aesthetic and 
visual resources in and around the City. The proposed transit corridor revision would coordinate 
future land use/transportation planning in densely populated urban areas. Therefore, any visual 
impacts associated with a scenic vista (a), scenic resources (b), visual character (c), or day or 
nighttime views (d), would be less than significant. 
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2. AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES 

In determining whether impacts to agricultural 
resources are significant environmental 
effects, lead agencies may refer to the 
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and 
Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by 
the California Dept. of Conservation as an 
optional model to use in assessing impacts 
on agriculture and farmland. In determining 
whether impacts to forest resources, including 
timberland, are significant environmental 
effects, lead agencies may refer to 
information compiled by the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
regarding the state's inventory of forest land, 
including the Forest and Range Assessment 
Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment 
project; and forest carbon measurement 
methodology provided in Forest Protocols 
adopted by the California Air Resources 
Board. 

Would the project: 
a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique 

Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the 
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non
agricultural use? 

b. Conflict with 
agricultural use, 
contract? 

existing zoning for 
or a Williamson Act 

c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause 
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 
12220(g», timberland (as defined by 
Public Resources Code section 4526), or 
timberland zoned Timberland Production 
(as defined by Government Code section 
51104(g»? 

d. Result in the loss of forest land or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

x 

x 

x 

x 

No 
Impact 
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June 1, 2011 
Page 4 

In determining whether impacts to agricultural 
resources are significant environmental 
effects, lead agencies may refer to the 
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and 
Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by 
the California Dept. of Conservation as an 
optional model to use in assessing impacts 
on agriculture and farmland. In determining 
whether impacts to forest resources, including 
timberland, are significant environmental 
effects, lead agencies may refer to 
information compiled by the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
regarding the state's inventory of forest land, 
including the Forest and Range Assessment 
Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment 
project; and forest carbon measurement 
methodology provided in Forest Protocols 
adopted by the California Air Resources 
Board. 

Would the project: 
e. Involve other changes in the existing 

environment which, due to their location 
or nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland, to non-agricultural use or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

x 

No 
Impact 

Discussion: According to the State Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, there are large 
areas offarmland (i.e., Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance) 
in the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area. According to the Santa Barbara County Uniform Rules, 
scattered sites throughout the Santa Maria Valley are under Williamson Act contracts. According 
to the State Department of Forestry and the Community Development Department, there are no 
forest areas designated in the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area. 

In reviewing Goal 5 (Agriculture and Soils) in the Resources Management Element, any future 
development generated under the General Plan, as revised, would not create any new physical 
impacts beyond those that would be permitted under the current General Plan. The Land Use 
and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update graphics; 
it would acknowledge development projects that have been completed and other adopted plans 
approved by the City. According to Figure RME-2, the proposed project would not change 
agriculture and forest resource uses in and around the City. The proposed transit corridor revision 
would coordinate future land use/transportation planning; transit corridors would occur along 
existing densely populated urban areas. Therefore, any impacts associated with the conversion of 
farmland or conflicts with agricultural use (a, b, and e) or that conflicts with timberland or 
conversion of forest use (c, d, and e), would be less than significant. 



Revisions to the Land Use and Circulation Elements of the General Plan 
Environmental Checklist, E-2011-019 
June 1, 2011 
Page 5 

3. AIR QUALITY 

Where available, the significance criteria 
established by the applicable air quality 
management or air pollution control district may Potentially 

be relied upon to make the following Significant 
determinations. Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Would the project: 
Incorporated 

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
the applicable air quality plan? 

b. Violate any air quality standard or contribute 
substantially to an existing or projected air 
quality violation? 

c. Result in a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for which 
the project region is non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard (including releasing emissions 
which exceed quantitative thresholds for 
ozone precursors)? 

d. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations? 

e. Create objectionable odors affecting a 
substantial number of people? 

Less Than No Significant Impact Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Discussion: Presently, the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area operates under the rules and 
regulations of the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District through the Santa Barbara 
County Air Quality Attainment Plan. 

In reviewing Goal 2 (Air Quality) in the Resources Management Element, any future development 
generated under the General Plan, as revised, would not create any new physical impacts 
beyond those that would be permitted under the current General Plan. The Land Use and 
Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update certain 
graphics. In addition, the revised General Plan Elements would reflect development projects that 
have been completed and other adopted plans approved by the City. The proposed amendments 
would not increase present or projected traffic levels that could change air quality measurements 
in and around the City. The proposed transit corridor revision would coordinate future land 
use/transportation planning. Transit corridors would occur along existing densely populated urban 
areas and further local, State, and National policies related to mixed-use, transit-oriented 
development, and reducing vehicle miles traveled. Therefore, any impacts associated with air 
quality plan implementation (a), violating air quality standards (b), increasing criteria pollutants (c), 
exposing sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations (d), or creating objectionable 
odors affecting a substantial number of people (e), would be less than significant. 
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4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a~ Have a substantial adverse effect, either 

directly or through habitat modifications, on 
any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by 
the California Department of Fish and Game 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, and regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

c. Have a substantial adverse effect on 
federally protected wetlands as defined by 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal 
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, 
filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means? 

d. Interfere substantially with the movement of 
any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites? 

e. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a 
tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other 
approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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Discussion: While the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area contains a range of several listed plant and 
animal species, according to the California Resources Agency website, no Natural Community 
Conservation Plans have been adopted in Santa Barbara County. According to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services' website, there are no Habitat Conservation Plans adopted within the project 
area. 

In reviewing Goal 3 (Biological Resources) in the Resources Management Element, any future 
development generated under the General Plan, as revised, would not create any new physical 
impacts beyond those that would be permitted under the current General Plan. The Land Use 
and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update graphics; 
it would acknowledge development projects that have been completed and other adopted plans 
approved by the City. The proposed project would not change biological resources in and around 
the City. The proposed transit corridor revision would coordinate future land use/transportation 
planning; transit corridors would occur along existing densely populated urban areas. Therefore, 
any impacts associated with any candidate, sensitive, or special status species (a), any riparian 
or other sensitive habitat (b), any federally protected wetlands (c), any native or migratory fish or 
wildlife species (d), or conflicts with policies or ordinances protecting biological resources habitat 
conservation plan (e and f), would be less than significant. 
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5. CUl rURAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of a historical resource as 
defined in §15064.5? 

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to §15064.5? 

c. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

d. Disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Discussion: The Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area has some catalogued archaeological sites 
around the Airport and in the vicinity of creeks near the Orcutt and Solomon Hills. Areas 
subjected to historic flooding by the Santa Maria and Sisquoc Rivers have not revealed pre
history settlement by the Chumash Indians. 

Future development generated under the General Plan, as revised, would not create any new 
physical impacts beyond those that would be permitted under the current General Plan. The land 
Use and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update 
graphics; it would acknowledge development projects that have been completed and other 
adopted plans approved by the City. According to Figure RME-5, the proposed project would not 
change archaeologically sensitive areas in and around the City. Therefore, any impacts 
associated with a historical resource (a), an archaeological resource (b), a unique paleontological 
resource or site or unique geologic feature (c), or disturbing any human remains (d), would be 
less than significant. 
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6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

Would the project: 

a. Expose people or structures to potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the risk 
of loss, injury, or death involving: 

I. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map 
issued by the State Geologist for the 
area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

ii. 
III. Seismic-related ground failure, induding 

Ii uefaction? 
IV. Landslides? 

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss 
of topsoil? 

c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable as 
a result of the project, and potentially result 
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined the 
most recent Unifonm Building Code, creating 
substantial risks to life or property? 

e. Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting the use of septic' tanks or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the 
disposal of wastewater? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

t d 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 

x 

No 
Impact 

x 
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Discussion: The Safety Element identifies several faults in vicinity of the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban 
area. The 1972 U.SDA, Soil Conservation Service "Soil Survey" for Northern Santa Barbara 
County details the numerous types and sub-types of soils and soil characteristics. Two general 
soil types occur in the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area. From U.S. Highway 101, near Betteravia 
Road, an escarpment identifies the historic flood plain of the Santa Maria River. North of the 
escarpment the soils are alluvial; south of the escarprnent the soils are sandy types. 

In reviewing the Safety Element, any future developrnent generated under the General Plan, as 
revised, the proposed project would not create any new physical irnpacts beyond those that 
would be permitted under the current General Plan. The Land Use and Circulation Element 
arnendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update graphics; it would acknowledge 
development projects that have been completed and other adopted plans approved by the City. 
The proposed project would not change geology and soils of the City and surrounding areas. 
Therefore, any impacts associated with exposing people or structures to earth movement (a) as 
shown in Table SE-1, soil erosion (b), and soil instability (c and d) as shown in Figure SE-2, 
would be less than significant. Septic tanks and alternative wastewater disposal systems (e) do 
not apply in the City of Santa Maria. There would be no impact because Santa Maria Municipal 
Code Chapter 8-12 (Wastewater Collection, Treatment and Disposal) requires wastewater 
treatment and connection to available public sewer. 
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7. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Would the project generate greenhouse gas 

emissions, either directly or indirectly, that 
may have a significant impact on the 
environment? 

b. Would the project conflict with any 
applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted 
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of 
greenhouse gases? 

less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

Discussion: Presently, neither the California Air Resources Board (CARB), nor any other agency 
in Santa Barbara County, has approved a plan for mitigation of greenhouse gases. However, it 
would be expected that any project approved would be consistent with a "Sustainable 
Communities Strategy" (SCS), which is presently being prepared by the Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments. The Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area operates under the rules and 
regulations of the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District through the Santa Barbara 
County Air Quality Attainment Plan. 

The land Use and Circulation Element revIsions anticipate the adoption of a Sustainable 
Communities Strategy by the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (Government 
Code Section 65080(b)(2)). Figure C-4, Circulation Element, presents a possible Transit Corridor 
for coordinating future land use/transportation planning for the City and may lead to the 
designation of "High Quality Transit Corridors" within the Circulation Element. Under Section 
21155.1 of the Public Resources Code, a mixed use project meeting certain criteria and located 
within a "high-quality transit corridor" may be exempt from environmental review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act. 

Future development generated under the General Plan, as revised, would not create any new 
physical irnpacts beyond those that would be permitted under the current General Plan. The Land 
Use and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update 
graphics; it would acknowledge development projects that have been completed and other 
adopted plans approved by the City. The proposed project would not change greenhouse gas 
emissions in and around the City. The proposed transit corridor revision would coordinate future 
land useltransportation planning. Transit corridors would occur along existing densely populated 
urban areas and further local, State, and National policies related to mixed-use, transit-oriented 
development, and reducing vehicle miles traveled. Therefore, any impacts associated with 
generation of significant greenhouse gas emissions (a) and conflicting with plans to reduce the 
emission of greenhouse gasses (b) would be less than significant. 
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8. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Create a significant hazard to the public or 

the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment? 

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile 
of an existing or proposed school? 

d. Be located on a site which is included on a 
list of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

e. For a project located within an airport land 
use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport 
or public use airport, would the project result 
in a safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area? 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the 
project area? 

g. Impair implementation of or physically 
interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

h. Expose people or structures to a significant 
risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland 
fires, including where wildlands are adjacent 
to urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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Discussion: About the same time the City incorporated, the Santa Maria Oil Field was discovered. 
Today, the legacy of past petroleum activities are generally found between Stowell Road and the 
Airport area in the City and scattered pockets throughout the County. Cortese List sites may be 
found in the Santa Maria Valley, but such sites do not impact the proposed project. 

After reviewing the Safety Element, the proposed project would not create any new physical 
impacts beyond those that would be permitted under the current General Plan. The Land Use 
and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update graphics; 
it would acknowledge development projects that have been completed and other adopted plans 
approved by the City. The proposed project would not change hazards and the use of hazardous 
materials in and around the City. Therefore, any impacts associated with hazardous materials (a 
and b) as described on pages S.21-S.23; locations within one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school (c) sites listed on the "Cortese List" (d); public or private airports (e and f) as 
shown on Figures SE-6 and SE-7; emergency plan implementation (g) as described on pages 
S.23-S.29; or exposing people or structures to wildland fires (h) discussed on page S.10, would 
be less than significant. 
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9. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Violate any water quality standards or waste 

discharge requirements? 

b. Substantially deplete groundwater supplies 
or interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that there would be a net 
deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the 
local groundwater table level (e.g., the 
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells 
would drop to a level which would not 
support existing land uses or planned uses 
for which permits have been granted)? 

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including through 
the alteration of the course of a stream or 
river, in a manner which would result in 
substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 

d. Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including through 
the alteration of the course of a stream or 
river, or substantially increase the rate or 
amount of surface runoff in a manner which 
would result in flooding on- or off-site? 

e. Create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 

f. Otherwise substantially degrade water 
quality? 

g Place housing within a 1 ~O-year flood hazard 
area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard 
Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or 
other flood hazard delineation map? 

h. Place within a 1 ~O-year flood hazard area 
structures which would impede or redirect 
flood flows? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
i. Expose people or structures to a significant 

risk of loss, injury or death involving flooding, 
including flooding as a result of the failure of 
a levee or dam? 

j. Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

Discussion: For over 50 years, the City of Santa Maria has been protected from the seasonal 
flooding of the Santa Maria River by a levee built by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (1959 -
1963); to avoid decertification of the levee, it is presently being reconstructed. On-site storm water 
retardation generally occurs to a 25-year event standard using the Santa Barbara County Urban 
Hydrograph. 

In August 1997, the City took its first deliveries of State Water from the Coastal Branch of the 
State Water Project. Including the drought buffer, the City water entitlement exceeds 16,000 
acre-feet per year. 

After reviewing the Resources Management Element and Safety Element, the proposed project 
would not create any new physical impacts beyond those that would be permitted under the 
current General Plan. 

The Land Use and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and 
update graphics; it would acknowledge development projects that have been completed and 
other adopted plans approved by the City. 

The proposed project would not change hydrological and water quality conditions in and around 
the City. Therefore, any impacts associated with water quality and groundwater (a and b) as 
shown in Figure RME-1; causing erosion, flooding, or polluted runoff (c, d, and e) as shown in 
Figure SE-3; degrading water quality (f); or placing housing, structures, or people at-risk of 
flooding or inundation (g, h, i, and j) as shown in Figure SE-3, would be less than significant. 
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10. LAND USE AND PLANNING 

Would the project: Potentially Less than 
Significant significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Physically divide an established 

community? 

b. Conflict with any applicable land use plan, 
policy, or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including, but 
not limited to the general plan, specific plan, 
local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

c. Conflict with any applicable habitat 
conservation plan or natural community 
conservation plan? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

Discussion: There are no established communities in the Santa Maria-Orcutt urban area. There 
are no adopted conservation plans in the urban area. 

Future development generated under the General Plan, as updated, would not create any new 
physical impacts beyond those that would be permitted under the current General Plan. The Land 
Use and Circulation Element updates would eliminate obsolete language, update graphics, and 
include other adopted plans and physical changes already built or approved by the City; the 
proposed project would not change land use and planning pattems in and around the City. The 
proposed transit corridor revision would coordinate future land useltransportation planning. 
Transit corridors would occur along existing densely populated urban areas and thereby further 
local, State, and National policies related to mixed-use, transit-oriented development, and 
reducing vehicle miles traveled. Therefore, the proposed project would not divide an established 
community (a); it would not conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation 
adopted for avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect (b), and any potential impacts would be 
less than significant. 

Because no conservation plans have been adopted in the project area, any conflicts with such 
plans would not be applicable and therefore no impacts would occur. There are no habitat 
conservation plans or natural community conservation plans that would be applicable to the 
proposed project (c). 
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11. MINERAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Result in the loss of availability of a known 

mineral resource that would be of value to 
the region and the residents of the state? 

b. Result in the loss of availability of a locally-
important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific 
plan or other land use plan? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

DIscussion: Two general sOil types occur In the Santa Mana-Orcutt urban area. From U.S. 
Highway 101, near Betteravia Road, an escarpment identifies the historic flood plain of the Santa 
Maria River. North of the escarpment the soils are alluvial; south of the escarpment the soils are 
sandy types. 

In reviewing Goal 6 (Mineral Resources) in the Resources Management Element, the proposed 
project would not create any new physical impacts beyond those that would be permitted under 
the current General Plan. The Land Use and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate 
out-of-date language and update graphics; it would acknowledge development projects that have 
been completed and other adopted plans approved by the City. According to Figure RME-4, the 
proposed project would not change mineral resource availability in and around the City. 
Therefore, any impacts associated with the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that 
would be of value to the region and the residents of the state (a) and the loss of availability of a 
locally-important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan 
or other land use plan (b) would be less than significant. 
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12. NOISE 

Would the project result in: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Exposure of persons to or generation of 

noise levels In excess of standards 
established in the local general plan or noise 
ordinance, or applicable standards of other 
agencies? 

b. Exposure of persons to or generation of 
excessive ground borne vibration or 
groundbome noise levels? 

c. A substantial permanent increase in ambient 
noise levels in the project vicinity above 
levels existing without the project? 

d. A substantial temporary or periodic increase 
in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity 
above levels existing without the project? 

e. For a project located within an airport land 
use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport 
or public use airport, would the project 
expose people residing or working in the 
project area to excessive noise levels? 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project expose people 
residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Discussion: In 1960, the Santa Maria Public Airport was annexed into the City and the Santa 
Maria Public Airport District was created. The Santa Barbara County Airport Land Use Plan 
regulates the noise and safety levels around the Santa Maria Airport. The City's Noise Element 
generally establishes 60 dB CNEL (exterior) and 45 dB CNEL (interior) as the residential 
standard; the County exterior standard is 5 dB higher. 
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In reviewing the Noise Element, any future development generated under the General Plan, the 
proposed project would not create any new physical impacts beyond those that would be 
permitted under the current General Plan. The Land Use and Circulation Element amendments 
would eliminate out-of-date language and update certain graphics. In addition, the revised 
General Plan Elements would reflect development projects that have been completed and other 
adopted plans approved by the City. The proposed amendments would not increase present or 
projected traffic levels that could change noise measurements in and around the City. The 
proposed transit corridor revision would coordinate future land useitransportation planning. 
Transit corridors would occur along existing densely populated urban areas and further local, 
State, and National policies related to mixed-use, transit-oriented development, and reducing 
vehicle miles traveled. Therefore, any impacts associated with exposing persons to noise and 
vibration effects (a-f) as shown on Table N-4 would be less than significant. 
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13. POPULATION AND HOUSING 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Induce substantial population growth in an 

area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing 
housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

c. Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

Discussion: The Orcutt Community Plan and the Housing Element of the General Plan further 
describe the projected residential growth areas in the urban area. 

After reviewing the Housing Element, the proposed project would not create any new physical 
impacts beyond those that would be permitted under the current General Plan. The Land Use 
and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update graphics; 
it would acknowledge development projects that have been completed and other adopted plans 
approved by the City. The proposed transit corridor revision would coordinate future land 
useltransportation planning. Transit corridors would occur along existing densely populated urban 
areas and further local, State, and National policies related to mixed-use, transit-oriented 
development, and reducing vehicle miles traveled. Therefore, any impacts associated with 
substantial population growth (a), replacing housing units (b), or replacing housing for displaced 
people (c) would be less than significant. 
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14. PUBLIC FACILITIES 

Would the project: 

a. ntial adverse physical 
impacts associated with the provision of new 
or physically altered governmental facilities, 
need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental 
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios. response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the public 
services: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

Discussion: Santa Maria is a full-service city that provides police, fire, parks, library, water, sewer, 
and solid waste services through City operated facilities. Schools (K-12) are administered by one 
high school district and two elementary school districts, which do not adhere to City or County 
lines. The Santa Barbara County Flood Control and Water Conservation District operates and 
maintains local and regional drainage systems. 

The unincorporated urban area receives fire and sewer facilities, and services are provided 
through special districts. The County of Santa Barbara provides Sheriff and Parks for the 
unincorporated urban area. 

In reviewing the Resources Management Element and Safety Element, the proposed project 
would not create any new physical impacts beyond those that would be permitted under the 
current General Plan. The Land Use and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out
of-<Jate language and update graphics; it would acknowledge development projects that have 
been completed and other adopted plans approved by the City. As discussed in Sections III, IV, 
and V of the Resources Management Element, the proposed project would not change the 
supply or demand for any public facilities or services in and around the City. Any impacts 
associated with providing needed public facilities and services (a (i, ii, iii, iv, and v)) would 
therefore be less than significant. 
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15. RECREATION 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

a. Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

b. Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities which might have an adverse physical 
effect on the environment? 

Less than Less Than No Impact 
significant Significant 

with Impact 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

X 

X 

Discussion: Santa Maria is a full-service city that provides recreation services at parks and park 
facilities located throughout the City. 

After reviewing Goals 8 and 9 (Recreation and Parks & Facilities) in the Resources Management 
Element, the proposed project would not create any new physical impacts beyond those that 
would be pennitted under the current General Plan. The Land Use and Circulation Element 
amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update graphics; it would acknowledge 
development projects that have been completed and other adopted plans approved by the City. 
The proposed project would not change parks or recreational facilities in and around the City. 
Therefore, any impacts associated with increasing the use of existing parks (a) or need to 
develop more park capacity (b) would be less than significant. 
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16. TRANSPORTATIONITRAFFIC 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or 

policy establishing measures of 
effectiveness for the performance of the 
circulation system, taking into account all 
modes of transportation including mass 
transit and non-motorized travel and relevant 
components of the circulation system, 
including but not limited to intersections, 
streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian 
and bicycle paths, and mass transit? 

b. Conflict with an applicable congestion 
management program, including, but not 
limited to level of service standards and 
travel demand measures, or other standards 
established by the county congestion 
management agency for designated roads or 
highways? 

c. Result in a change in air traffic patterns, 
including either an increase in traffic levels or 
a change in location that results in 
substantial safety risks? 

d. Substantially increase hazards due to a 
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or incompatible 
uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

e. Result in inadequate emergency access? 

f. Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or 
programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or 
pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease 
the performance or safety of such facilities? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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Discussion: U.S. Highway 101 is a six-lane facility from the San Luis Obispo County Line to Santa 
Maria Way-approximately six miles. This highway bisects the northeastem quadrant of the City 
and forms the eastem edge of the City from Jones Street south to Santa Maria Way. From the 
start of North Broadway to Santa Maria Way, State Route 135 serves as the "Business Route" for 
U.S. Highway 101. South of Santa Maria Way, S.R. 135 is called the Orcutt Expressway and then 
it terminates at Highway 1. State Route 166 West extends from the Main Street (on/off) ramps to 
Highway 1 in Guadalupe. The Circulation Element identifies six roadway classifications; these 
range from "freeway" to "minor street". 

In reviewing the Noise Element, Safety Element, Land Use Element, and Circulation Element, 
any future development generated under the General Plan, as revised, would not create any new 
physical impacts beyond those that would be permitted under the current General Plan. The Land 
Use and Circulation Element amendments would eliminate out-of-date language and update 
certain graphics; it would acknowledge development projects that have been completed and 
other adopted plans approved by the City. The proposed transit corridor revision would 
coordinate future land use/transportation planning. Transit corridors would occur along existing 
densely populated urban areas and further local, State, and National policies related to mixed
use, transit-oriented development, and reducing vehicle miles traveled. Therefore, any impacts 
associated with applicable transportation plans or congestion management programs (a and b) 
as discussed in the Circulation Element; changing air traffic pattems (c) as discussed in the Noise 
Element, Safety Element, and Circulation Element; and design features resulting in inadequate 
emergency access or decreased performance or safety of transportation facilities (d, e, and f) as 
discussed in the Safety Element and Circulation Element, would be less than Significant. 
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17. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 

Would the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a. Exceed wastewater treatment reqUirements 

of the applicable Regional Water Quality 
Control Board? 

b. Require or result in the construction of new 
water or wastewater treatment facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

c. Require or result in the construction of new 
storm water drainage facilities or expansion 
of existing facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmenta I 
effects? 

d. Have sufficient water supplies available to 
serve the project from existing entitlements 
and resources, or are new or expanded 
entitlements needed? 

e. Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may 
serve the project that it has adequate 
capacity to serve the project's projected 
demand in addition to the provider's existing 
commitments? 

f. Be served by a landfill with sufficient 
permitted capacity to accommodate the 
project's solid waste disposal needs? 

g. Comply with federal, state, and local statutes 
and regulations related to solid waste? 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Discussion: Santa Maria is a full-service city that provides police, fire, parks, library, water, sewer, 
and solid waste services through City operated facilities. The Santa Barbara County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District operates and maintains local and regional drainage 
systems. The unincorporated urban area receives water from the Golden State Water Company; 
fire and sewer facilities and services are provided through special districts. 
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In reviewing the Goal 11 (Public Infrastructure) of the Resources Management Element, any 
future development generated under the General Plan, as revised, would not create any new 
physical impacts above the existing conditions. Therefore, any impacts associated with 
wastewater treatment requirements, facilities, and capacity to meet service commitments (a, b 
and e) as shown on Figure RME-10; stormwater facilities (c) as shown on Figure RME-9; water 
supplies (d) as shown on Figure RME-8; and accommodating the solid waste demand in 
compliance with solid waste regulations (f and g) as discussed on page RME-49, would be less 
than significant. 
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CONSULTATION AND DATA SOURCES 

C't D partments Consulted 
Administrative Services 
Attorney 

IlY e 

X 

X 
X 
X 

Fire 
Library 
City Manager 
Police 
Public Works 
Recreation and Parks 
Utilities 

Coun Agencies/Departments Consulted 
f----------i Air Pollution Control District 

Association of Governments 
r-----1 Flood Control District 

Environmental Health 
f------j Fire (Hazardous Materials) 

LAFCO 
f--------j Public Works 

f------j Planning and Development 
'---_---' Other (list) 

Special Districts Consulted 
X Santa Maria Pu blic Airport 

f------j Airport Land Use Commission 
Cemetery 

f----------i Santa-Maria Bonita School District 
f--------i Santa Maria Joint Union High School 
f----------i Laguna County Sanitation District 
'--_--' Cal Cities Water Company 

State/Federal Agencies Consulted 
f------j Army Corps of Engineers 

Caltrans 
f------j CA Fish and Games 

Federal Fish and Wildlife 
1------1 FAA 

f--------j Regional Water Quality Control Bd. 
r-----1 Integrated Waste Management Bd 
'---_---' Other (list) 

DATA SOURCES 

General Plan 
x 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Other 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

Land Use Element 
Circulation Element 
Safety Element 
Noise Element 
Housing Element 
Resources Management Element 

Agricultural Preserve Maps 
Archaeological Maps/Reports 
Architectural Elevations 
Biology Reports 
CA Oil and Gas Maps 
FEMA Maps (Flood) 
Grading Plans 
Site Plan 
Topographic Maps 
Aerial Photos 
Traffic Studies 
Trip Generation Manual (ITE) 
URBEMIS Air Quality Model 
Zoning Maps 
Other (list) Municipal Code 
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MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1. Does the project have the potential to 
degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or 
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining 
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate important 
examples of the major periods of California 
history or prehistory? 

2. Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past projects, 
the effects of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future projects)? 

3. Does the project have environmental effects 
which will cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

SUMMARY OF POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS 

Aesthetics 
I--~--I 
I--~--I Agriculture and Forest Resources 
I--~--I Air Quality 
~_~--I Biological Resources 

Cultural Resources 
I--~--I 

Geology/Soils 

Land Use/Planning 
Mineral Resources 
Noise 
Population and Housing 
Public Services 
Recreation 
T ransportationfT raffic 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

x 

x 

x 

I--~--I Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
I--~--I Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
'-----~-' HydrologylWater Quality 

Utilities and Services Systems 
X None I 

No 
Impact 
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DETERMINATION 

On the basis of the Initial Study, the staff of the Community Development Department: 

Finds that the proposed project is a Class _ CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION and no further environmental 
review is required. 

---.2L Finds that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment and a NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 

Finds that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be 
a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the 
project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

Finds that the proposed project MAY have a Significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

Finds that the proposed project may have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless 
mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier 
document pursuant to acceptable standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on 
the earlier analysis as described on the attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
(EIR)/SUBSEQUENT EIRISUPPLEMENTAL EIRIADDENDUM is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that remain to be addressed. 

Finds that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all 
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
pursuant to acceptable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed 
project, nothing further is required. 

6~! ~ '== 
Signature "'7(' ~ 
Bill Shipsey, Environmental Analyst 

Date 

City of Santa Maria 
Community Development Department 
110 South Pine Street, #101 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 
805-925-0951 

Lawrence W. Appel, Environmental Officer 

Date 


