
FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2011 

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
September 20, 2011 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Tim Ness, City Manager 
Prepared by: Alexander Posada, Director of Recreation and Parks 

SUBJECT: PROCLAMATION ACKNOWLEDGING OCTOBER AS "ARTS AND 
HUMANITIES MONTH" 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council recognize the month of October as "Arts and Humanities Month"; 
and encourage the Santa Maria community and surrounding areas to celebrate and 
promote our nation's arts and culture, and encourage greater participation in taking 
action for the arts and humanities within our community. 

BACKGROUND 

National "Arts and Humanities Month" presents the opportunity for everyone to 
experience the arts this October, whether it is by attending the theater or other cultural 
events, taking a ceramics or dance class, or singing songs with your kids. Large cities 
to small towns across the country are hosting activities in honor of artists, historians, 
and cultural groups, inviting everyone in the community to participate and experience 
the arts. In October, the City of Santa Maria will be hosting the "28th Annual Autumn 
Arts, Grapes and Grains Festival", which coincides perfectly with this proclamation. 

DISCUSSION 

National "Arts and Humanities Month" is an annual observance, designed to focus 
attention on the variety of arts and humanities that are essential in creating a vibrant, 
cohesive community. Studies prove that the social benefits of those who participate, 
learn, or are involved with the arts are key to building a strong society and to creating 
strong, self-reliant, and proud communities. Studies also confirm that children learn 
critical-thinking skills and improve focus when provided a solid foundation in the arts. 

Fiscal Considerations: 
There are no immediate fiscal impacts to the City of Santa Maria by proclaiming 
October as "Arts and Humanities Month." 

Impact to the Community: 
Increasing public knowledge about our community's art organizations, galleries, and 
events, while promoting participation in the arts and humanities, enhances the lifestyles 
of our communi a whole. 

'AI::EXANDER POSADA 
Director 



City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, California 

Proclamation 
WHEREAS, the month of October has been recognized as "National Arts and Humanities Month" for 

more than two decades by the White House and Congress, as well as thousands of arts and cultural 
organizations, along with numerous states and communities throughout the country; and 

IrHEREAS, Santa Maria can proudly boast a vital and vibrant arts community of whose members 
individually and collectively produce a vast array of top quality visual arts, drama, dance, and music; and 

WHEREAS, these leaders in the community that produce, promote, and encourage art include: Allan 
Hancock College, PCPA Theaterfest, Santa Maria Symphony, Santa Maria Recreation and Parks, Town Center 
Gallery, Santa Maria Arts Council, the Civic Theatre, Los Padres Artist Guild, and the Orcutt Children's Arts 
Foundation, and many others; and 

\f/HEREAS, art has defined cultures across the ages, it is essential to our being, and is what makes us 
uniquely human; and 

IrHEREAS~ arts in education have repeatedly been shown to improve test scores, bridge cultural 
differences, improve communication and collaboration, and increase school attendance; and 

\rHEREAS, it is now more important than ever to recognize the role that art plays in education, in light 
of its continued decline in public schools; and 

"~'HEREAS, it is good business to cooperate with commerce and the arts, \.vhich is known to promote 
tourism, celebrate cultural heritage, and build community pride; and 

WHEREAS, the Santa Barbara Foundation has recognized the importance and connection between 
non-profits and the arts by fully supporting a public art project in the form of artistic banners, which further 
enhances Santa Maria's visibility and commitment to the arts. 

:VOir, THEREFORE, I, LARR}- LA VAGNINO, Mayor of the City of Santa Maria hereby proclaim the 
month of October, 2011 as 

"ARTS ~40VD HCAfANITIES MO;VTH" 

in the City of Santa Maria and call upon all residents to celebrate, promote, and participate in the arts 
through numerous avenues available "rithin our community. 

UV WITNESS WHEREOl-~ I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of the City of Santa 
Maria to be affixed hereto this 20th day of September, 2011. 

Mayor Larry Lavagnino 


